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1. Phase 3 launches: 
Starting today, Vermonters 
age 70 and older are 
eligible to receive vaccines 
against COVID-19 as part 
of Phase 3 of the state’s 
rollout. Page 3

The century mark
MVU’s Hunter Mason scores 100th 

point in victory. Page 19

Feels like winter
See what tips a local doctor has to 

prevent frostbite. Page 4

TO KNOW 
THIS WEEK

By Ruthie Laroche
Sports Editor

NEW YORK — Elle Purrier has 
done it again! With the world watch-
ing, she broke through the tape, the 
commentator announcing that she’d 
also broken the American record in 
the 2-mile race Saturday.

The Montgomery native ran a 
blistering 9.10.28 in the New Bal-
ance Indoor Grand Prix, topping 
New Balance teammate, Emma Co-
burn (9.15:71), by roughly 5 seconds. 
Purrier set a National Record with 
the run and is currently the World 
Leader in the event. She is now 3rd 
on the World All-Time list.

Purrier, who grew up in Montgom-
ery and attended Richford Junior-
Senior High School, got her start 
running on the back roads of Frank-
lin County. While at the University of 
New Hampshire, she won an NCAA 
championship in the mile, but ran 
the 5,000 meters at last year’s World 
Athletic Championships.

The 2021 New Balance Indoor 
Grand Prix was hosted at the Reggie 
Lewis Center on the campus of Rox-
bury Community College.

Purrier 
topples  
US record

2-MILE RACE

Kate Barcellos/staff Writer

Julie Torres, left, and Miranda Gallagher sit in a Cessna plane cockpit at Franklin 

County State Airport on Monday.

Born to fly
Organizations help local youths get their wings

By Kate Barcellos
Staff Writer

HIGHGATE — In Franklin County, 
students as young as 13 already have 
their head in the clouds and their 
hands on a Cessna plane, eager to taste 
the freedom of flight.

The flags of the flown billow from the 
walls, testimony to those who found 
their wings at Franklin County State 
Airport. The worn, smudged backs of 
the T-shirts of former students with, 
permanent marker memories scrawled 
on them, adorn the walls in a room at 
the airport — indelible records of their 
first journey into the air on their own.

“So excited I’m lost for words,” wrote 
Emmet Mathieu of his first solo 
flight.

“To infinity and beyond!” 
scrawled Claudia Marin.

“Aiming high with sweaty 
palms!” Ryan Therriault’s shirt 
reads.

“It’s tradition,” said Airport 
Manager Cliff Coy. “When you 
learn to fly, your instructor sat 

behind you. You can’t hear each other, 
so to get your attention they would tug 
on your shirt. So, when you fly solo for 
the first time, you get the back of your 
shirt cut off (because your instructor 
isn’t there anymore).”

Harbor Freight Fellow Julie Torres 
ended up flying from Florida at 7 years 
old to her grandparents’ new home on 
around 10 acres of land in Vermont, 
where she would spend her childhood.

Like most kids in Vermont, Torres 
and her sister weren’t alone growing 
up. Spending their days running and 
frolicking through the grasses and in 

FRANKLIN COUNTY STATE AIRPORT

2. Remote learning: Due 
to a surge in COVID-19 
cases in Franklin County, 
Franklin Northeast 
Supervisory Union schools 
are going remote. Page 5 

3. Ice fishing: An ice 
fishing derby hosted by 
Mill River Brewing returns 
for the 2nd year. Page 13
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Elle Purrier racing with New Bal-

ance.

»See FLY, page 14


