
SAINT ALBANS

SAMESSENGER.COM

MESSENGERFriday

April 30, 2021

Established 1861

Volume 163 No. 043

Vol. 163 No. 043 (USPS) (5133-8000)
$2.50

By Kate Barcellos
Staff Writer

It’s 5 a.m. The beautiful Vermont sun-
rise blankets the mountains and crops, 
bringing a new wave of hope over the 
green mountains.

And among Vermont’s proud small 
farms, Blue Spruce Farms prepares not 
only to milk its herd, but also for a new 
audience.

Beginning May 12, the beauty of Ver-
mont will not just be something heard, 
written or sung about. #Farm24VT 
may be short in hashtag, but farmers 
throughout the state will be showing 
why Vermont and its cultivators are 
not only honorable and formidable, but 
proud in their craft.

“Maybe more than any other recent 
year, the events of 2020, still being felt 
by many today, showcased the impor-
tant role farmers play in maintaining 
and improving our communities. When 
consumers were hit with empty store 
shelves due to supply chain issues, it 
was local farmers who stepped up to 
donate food, found new avenues for 
sales, and expanded the chan-
nels through which they helped 
to feed Vermont and beyond,” 
said Sarah Audet, of the Cham-
plain Valley Farmer Coalition 
and co-owner of Blue Spruce 
Farm.

The event is modeled after 
another widely-popular initia-
tive in the UK called 24 Hours 

in Farming. The Vermont version is 
made possible by the Champlain Valley 
Farmer Coalition and the Connecticut 
River Farmer Watershed Alliance, with 
support from Vermont Breakfast on the 
Farm.

The hashtag represents a 24-hour 

Farmers to star in 24-hour virtual event
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Messenger File

Former Vermont Electric Coop CEO and 2018 gubernatorial candidate Christine 

Hallquist sat down with The Messenger recently.

Hallquist 
talks fiber 
in Vermont
By Kris Lantz
Staff Writer

Internet access has long been an is-
sue in Vermont, particularly more rural 
areas. With the introduction of two bills 
(S.188 and H.360) in the legislature, in 
tandem with proposed use of COVID re-
lief funding, Vermont has opportunities 
to expand broadband access.

A major figure in this movement is 
Christine Hallquist, the former CEO of 
Vermont Electric Cooperative and 2018 
candidate for governor, who recently 
partnered up with NEK Broadband, a 
communications union district (CUD) in 
northern Vermont.

The Messenger spoke with Hallquist 
recently about expanding broadband in 
rural Vermont.
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1. Building up: Thanks to 
some grants, the Mont-

gomery Center for the Arts 
is renovating its facility and 
programs. Page 2

2. Budget passes: On the 
second try, Georgia voters 
approved the school 
district budget. Page 4

3. Wins at home: 
Enosburg’s baseball and 
softball teams took home 
victories earlier this week. 
Page 16

»See HALLQUIST, page 10

»See FARMERS, page 11


