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RUNNING STRONG

A collection of reader photos of
the people and things you love
ahead of Valentine’s Day. Page 25

Local athlete Anna Brueckner
won her first UMAC Athlete of the
Week award. Page 21
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1. Task force: The
Franklin County Sheriff’s
Department is planning
a task force to combat
student “sexting.” Page 12

News comes amid lack
of child care services
By Kris Lantz
Staff Writer
ST. ALBANS CITY — It’s Tuesday morning and Heather Garceau is just about to
get the kids set for a nap. But first she
has to handle an upset child and no
one’s exactly sure what upset them.
Without hesitation, Garceau wraps
her arms around the girl.
“What’s up buttercup?” she says.
The sobbing continues — more faint
until the child runs back to a small desk

»See CENTER, page 11

Kris Lantz/staff Writer
Heather Garceau points to a display that she made for children at the Almond
Blossoms Schoolhouse in St. Albans on Tuesday.

2. Local case spike: State
officials have warned of an
increase in COVID-19 cases
in a number of Franklin
County towns. Page 17

MAPLE RUN SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION

Candidates split on district’s use of SROs
By Kate Barcellos
Staff Writer
ST. ALBANS — Four new candidates
are running for the Maple Run Unified
School District board this year, and use
of school resource officers has become
a prominent topic recently in the wake
of a year when law enforcement has
come under public scrutiny.
“It’s a clear distinction between the
candidates,” said Peter DesLauriers,
who is running for a St. Albans City
seat this year. “(The SRO program) is
a program we can work on and make
better. I don’t think the people who are
against it are wrong. I think their heart
is in the right place.”
Members of the public spoke out
against the presence of SROs in MRUSD

schools in September after an incident
involving a student with a disability
being an arrested by an SRO became
public. This led to the board creating a
committee to examine the use of SROs
in district schools.
Katie DesLauriers Messier, a selfproclaimed “pro-police” candidate, is
running for the Saint Albans Town seat
against Jennifer Williamson, an
outspoken opponent of use of
SROs.
Messier’s father, DesLauriers,
and Reier Erickson are running
against incumbent Nilda Gonella-French for the two available St. Albans City seats on the
board. Gonella-French currently
serves as vice-chair.

Rather than allocating the resources
for SROs, Erickson, whose candidacy
was endorsed by Rights & Democracy
Vermont, said he would rather spend
the money on counselors and counseling resources for students, mental
health and restorative justice resources

»See ELECTION, page 10
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3. Hoops preview: As
competitive sports get
up and running, we look
at boys basketball teams’
prospects. Page 22

