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ST. ALBANS — Four new candidates 
are running for the Maple Run Unified 
School District board this year, and use 
of school resource officers has become 
a prominent topic recently in the wake 
of a year when law enforcement has 
come under public scrutiny.

“It’s a clear distinction between the 
candidates,” said Peter DesLauriers, 
who is running for a St. Albans City 
seat this year. “(The SRO program) is 
a program we can work on and make 
better. I don’t think the people who are 
against it are wrong. I think their heart 
is in the right place.”

Members of the public spoke out 
against the presence of SROs in MRUSD 

schools in September after an incident 
involving a student with a disability 
being an arrested by an SRO became 
public. This led to the board creating a 
committee to examine the use of SROs 
in district schools.

Katie DesLauriers Messier, a self-
proclaimed “pro-police” candidate, is 
running for the Saint Albans Town seat 
against Jennifer Williamson, an 
outspoken opponent of use of 
SROs.

Messier’s father, DesLauriers, 
and Reier Erickson are running 
against incumbent Nilda Gon-
ella-French for the two avail-
able St. Albans City seats on the 
board. Gonella-French currently 
serves as vice-chair.

Rather than allocating the resources 
for SROs, Erickson, whose candidacy 
was endorsed by Rights & Democracy 
Vermont, said he would rather spend 
the money on counselors and coun-
seling resources for students, mental 
health and restorative justice resources 
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Heather Garceau points to a display that she made for children at the Almond 

Blossoms Schoolhouse in St. Albans on Tuesday.
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ST. ALBANS CITY — It’s Tuesday morn-
ing and Heather Garceau is just about to 
get the kids set for a nap. But first she 
has to handle an upset child and no 
one’s exactly sure what upset them.

Without hesitation, Garceau wraps 
her arms around the girl.

“What’s up buttercup?” she says.
The sobbing continues — more faint 

until the child runs back to a small desk 
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