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Keys to success
BFA senior athlete Case Ballard talks 

sports and life on the farm. Page 17

Numbers down
The pandemic has impacted already 

declining VFW membership. Page 2

By Kate Barcellos
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS CITY — Since the state 
legalization of recreational canna-
bis in 2018, experts and entrepre-
neurs have been champing at the bit 
to make a little green off of green in 
the Green Mountains.

Jack Nichol, owner of Canna-Trim 
cannabis trimming in Georgia Cen-
ter, is petitioning for a cut of the 
market. He’s got 50 signatures from 
city residents so far after setting up 
shop in Taylor Park recently, but he 
needs 275 for St. Albans City to give 
voters a chance to say whether they 
want recreational cannabis busi-
nesses.

He also has 15 to 20 votes from 
St. Albans Town, but needs 226 to 
succeed in scheduling a vote by the 
people.

“The problem with waiting anoth-
er year, is a lot of entrepreneurs and 
local business owners are getting 
their ducks in a row right now,” said 
attorney Tim Fair, partner at Ver-
mont Cannabis Solutions. “If they’re 
forced to wait another full year, it’s 
going to dissuade them. They’ll look 
to the other towns.”

Nichol, who operates his own mo-
bile cannabis trimming and equip-
ment rental business, said he thinks 
the cannabis industry would be an 
enormous benefit to downtown St. 
Albans, and even thinks he’s the 
man to do it.

“It’s not a question,” Nichol said.
City Mayor Tim Smith said he per-

sonally was not in favor of cannabis 
regulation.

“I think CBD, there appears to be 
a lot of studies related to the me-
dicinal purposes of CBD,” Smith 
said Monday. “I have no issues with 
medical marijuana. It’s proven to be 
helpful in a number of instances.”

Petitioner 
calls for 
city opt-in

LEGAL CANNABIS MARKET

Ruthie LaRoche

BFA Comets 2021 DI state champions.

Comets celebrate title
Downtown parade honors BFA girls hoops team
By Ruthie Laroche
Sports Editor

ST. ALBANS — COVID-19 may have 
taken many things from communities, 
but Saturday’s celebration of the 2021 
girls basketball state title at BFA St. 
Albans was a perfect example of what 
hasn’t been taken: community.

The Comets loaded on a bus and en-
joyed a parade through downtown St. 
Albans and around Taylor Park, com-
plete with fire trucks, police cars and 
decorated vehicles.

This year’s Comets didn’t get to go to 
Barre to play their final game after Rice 
was forced to forfeit due to COVID-19 
concerns.

A caring community member, Bryan 
Deslauriers, who was a three-sport ath-
lete at BFA St. Albans, reached out to a 
teacher to suggest a parade.

The parade was quickly organized, 
and on Saturday afternoon, the 
community, the athletes and 
their families had a chance to 
celebrate together.

Before the parade, the team 
met with BFA Athletic Director 
Dan Marlow to cut the net, with 
each team member receiving a 
piece of string as a keepsake.

After cutting the net, Marlow 

led the girls in an exercise referred to 
as a circle of positivity. Each of BFA’s 
five seniors went to the center of the 
circle and listened while their team-
mates spoke words of encouragement.

The circle has been around for a 
while, according to Marlow, and was 
part of Comet coach Jim Bashaw’s dedi-
cation to raising up great people.

“Jimmy and I were sitting on the 
bleachers after a basketball camp, and 
he said to me, ‘One of these days we’re 
going to fill this gym, not just because 
we’ve got good athletes but because 
we’ve got good people,’” said Marlow. “I 
told them today that Mr. Bashaw would 
be so proud of them. It’s all about tak-
ing care of people who are important to 
us, and that’s what we did today.”

Marlow noted that some kids in this 
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1. Record cases: Vermont 
officials reported a new 
single-day case record on 
Friday. Page 3

2. ATV petition: A 
petition is circulating to 
allow ATVs on town roads 
in Montgomery. 
Page 4

3. Bars reopen: Franklin 
County bar owners talk 
about the first days back 
in business following 
the lifting of pandemic 
restrictions. Page 9»See COMETS, page 20

»See CANNABIS, page 14
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