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1. Savage resigns:
Longtime Franklin County
representative retires to
take new job. Page 3.

Former Burlington deputy
chief to take helm
KATE BARCELLOS

Staff Writer

SWANTON — The start of a new
year will also bring a new police chief
to Swanton.
On Monday, the Village board of
trustees hired Matthew Sullivan to
fill the shoes of retiring Police Chief
Leonard “Joey” Stell. Sullivan will
begin work on Jan. 3, 2022.
Sullivan currently serves as deputy
chief of administration for the Burlington Police Department. He is in his
22nd year of service.
Along with a much shorter commute,
the Bakersfield resident said he’s looking forward to a new career in a small
town much like the one he lives in.
“These aren’t opportunities that
come along very often,” Sullivan told
the Messenger on Tuesday. “It seems
like a great place to work.”

»See SULLIVAN, page 11

KATE BARCELLOS

Ivy Walker waits on her slice of pumpkin pie from Brenda Gagne.

Teaching history to heal
Abenaki teach students
about the first Thanksgiving
KATE BARCELLOS

Staff Writer
SWANTON — “We need to teach
our history so it’s not forgotten,” said
Brenda Gagne, coordinator of the Abenaki Circle of Courage. “As long as we
are teaching it, and people are aware of
what’s gone on, hopefully, people will

understand what Thanksgiving means
to native people.”
On the Friday before Thanksgiving for
the past four years the Abenaki Circle
of Courage — an after-school program
teaching Abenaki lessons — hosts Pie
Day, a time to honor Native traditions
and learn from Gagne about the first
Thanksgiving.
Around 50 students usually attend,
but Gagne said this year there was a cap

»See ABENAKI, page 44

Athlete profile
Mitchell Bourdeau and
Herkimer Generals go all the
way to national championship!
Page 13
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2. Gratitude: MVSD
parents and students
thank school board for
pandemic work. Page 5.

3. Q&A: Why you should
shop small this Saturday.
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