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By TOM BENTON
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS CITY — The city council’s regular 
meeting Monday also included the first statuto-

rily required public hearing on a proposed local op-
tion tax — though none of the public attended this 
first hearing.

Council members didn’t seem surprised.
“I’m not sure the public is actually tuned in yet,” 

councilor Tim Hawkins said.
Hawkins’ fellow councilors noted the proposed 

community pool at Hard’ack has generated far 
more attention as a topic of social media than the 
LOT. But Hawkins pointed out that the pool is no 
sure thing unless voters approve the city’s proposed 
LOT, and neither, he said, is proposed sidewalk im-
provements.

As he, his fellow councilors and Dominic Cloud, 
the city manager, said Monday night, the purpose 
of the LOT is largely to fund those capital improve-
ment projects, proposals like the community pool or 
sidewalk upgrades, without property tax increases.

“One of the questions we got a lot is ... ‘Well, tell 
me what this means in terms of the property tax,’” 
Cloud said. “Well, it’s fourteen cents on the tax rate. 
So that’s significant.”

Tom Leitz, the city’s administration director, ap-
proached the Messenger after the meeting to clarify 
that figure is not precise. The actual property tax 
savings are probably between 13-15 cents, Leitz 
said, either slightly less or slightly more than Cloud’s 
statement. Leitz is calculating the precise figure, 
which the Messenger will include in a follow-up on 
the LOT, including a conversation with economist 
Jeff Carr about specifics of the proposal.

The city council praised Leitz and Cloud for the 
city’s proposed Fiscal Year 2021 budget, which the 
council reviewed at this meeting (and which the 
Messenger will cover in depth in a future edition).

The council’s praise centered on the fact that the 
proposed budget is a zero percent increase from 

that of the prior fiscal year. Hawkins said that would 
have seemed unbelievable in prior years.

But he also said the LOT is key to that level-funded 
budget.

“Without having that local option tax there, the 
zero percent doesn’t happen,” Hawkins said. “If we 
want ... to be taking care of police, [recreation], side-
walks, roads, we need to have some additional help 
or else this isn’t zero ...

“That’s why it’s important for the public to know 
— one of the things they want is they want the bur-
den off the taxpayer for the property tax. And the 

only way that’s going to happen is with the local op-
tion tax.”

And as for the proposed community pool, 
Hawkins stressed, “It doesn’t work without both of 
them” — voters passing the pool proposal and the 
proposed LOT.

Hawkins actually said he’s reversed his opinion 
on the LOT.

He said a resident approached him on New Year’s 
Eve, “and they said, ‘Really? A one percent tax on all 
of us?’”

City officials: pool, sidewalks depend on LOT
Public hearing planned for February
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City Manager Dominic Cloud discusses the proposed LOT at Monday’s city council meeting.

By MICHAEL FRETT
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS – According to a new re-
port detailing successes and ongoing 

challenges in caring for Vermont’s youth, 
the state is has seen the use of mental 
health services for early childhood rise 
while access to child care continues to be 
a struggle.

The report from Building Bright Fu-
tures describes a continued slide in the 

number of child care providers in Ver-
mont, writing “many Vermont families 
with young children struggle to find reg-
ulated care.”

According to the report, 65 percent 
of infants and toddlers and 23 percent 
of preschool-age children lack access 
to regulated child care programs in the 
Green Mountain State.

Those numbers swell to 84 percent of 

Report details needs, challenges for early childhood
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Preschoolers at St. Albans City School paint in this Messenger file photo from 
2016.
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