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By MICHELLE MONROE
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS CITY — On Monday 
night the St. Albans City Coun-

cil unanimously adopted an inter-
nal affairs policy outlining how the 
department will handle complaints 
about its officers.

The council initially discussed 
the policy at its September meet-
ing. After hearing from members 
of the public with suggestions for 
improvements, the council agreed 
to hold off on adopting the policy to 

allow for changes.
The revised policy incorporated 

many of the public’s recommenda-
tions, but not all.

THE ISSUE: USE OF FORCE BY 
THE SAPD

The St. Albans Police Dept. (SAPD) 
was involved in three separate use 
of force incidents which came to 
light last year. The officers involved 
are no longer with the department 
and two have been charged with 
simple assault.

Another former officer, Zachary 
Pigeon, was arrested after allegedly 
assaulting a woman to prevent her 
from telling anyone about sexual 
abuse she had experienced at his 

hands when she was a girl and he 
was a teenager. Pigeon is facing nu-
merous criminal charges.

In response, the city hired an out-
side consultant to examine its hir-
ing and training practices. A pro-
cess which has expanded to include 
an extensive review of policies and 

procedures at the department.

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT: 

The internal affairs policy is one 
of the first to be reviewed and for-
mally adopted by the city council. It 

Follow up: SAPD has new internal affairs policy
Council gives 
unanimous approval
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Once the longtime home of Montgomery’s Episcopal church, a 
restored Pratt Hall now houses Montgomery’s historical society.

By MICHAEL FRETT
Staff Writer

MOTNGOMERY – With a fresh 
coat of paint now dry, the re-

tired church looming over Mont-
gomery reached a new milestone 
this month – according to its stew-
ards, Pratt Hall’s exterior is con-
sidered fully restored.

The former home of Montgom-
ery’s Episcopal church, Pratt Hall 
now looks more like the church 
celebrated on the century-old 
photographs hung from its walls 
than it has in a long time.

“There’s a historical context you 
want to preserve,” said Scott Perry, 
the Montgomery Historical Soci-
ety’s chair, during a tour of the hall 
on Wednesday.

Since the 1970s, the church has 
belonged to the Montgomery His-
torical Society, purchased for a 
single dollar after the building had 
been condemned for demolition 
following years of neglect.

In the ensuing decades, a suite of 
restoration projects would see the 
top-most sections of the church’s 
tower rebuilt and, more recently, 
its western wall renovated and its 
tower’s base restored to the tune 

‘A landmark and a jewel’
Fresh paint tops off 
restoration of Pratt Hall

»See PRATT, page 5

»See SAPD, page 8


