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Biden takes
Bill floats mandatory the helm
3 things to know about
civics in Vt schools
administration’s plans

By CAMERON PAQUETTE
Staff Writer

W

ASHINGTON, D.C. — In his inauguration speech Wednesday,
President Joe Biden struck a conciliatory tone, calling for those at each
end of the country’s political divide
to come together.
“With unity we can do great things,
important things. Every disagreement doesn’t have to be a cause for
total war,” Biden said to the crowd
at the U.S. Capitol Building. “… Disagreement must not lead to disunion.”
Biden’s speech came two weeks
to the day after protesters stormed
the Capitol Building in an attempt to
disrupt Congress’ certification of his
electoral victory in November. As a
result, security for the inauguration
was stepped up, according to media
reports.
Gov. Phil Scott in a statement congratulating Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, said the Biden
administration has many challenges to face, but political polarization
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Proposed curriculum
The curriculum, according to legislative documents, would have to
cover a range of topics, including:
— Philosophical principles
— Unalienable rights
— Contract theory of government
— Popular sovereignty
— Republican principles
— Democracy
— The United States Constitution,
including the separation of powers
and checks and balances, majority
rule, minority rights and individual
rights as articulated in the Bill of
rights and the 14th amendment to
the US Constitution
— Federalism, including the Supremacy Clause
— 10th Amendment to the Constitution
— Necessary and Proper Clause
— Judicial Review, including the
doctrines of plain meaning, original
intent, and inference
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ONTPELIER — Teaching civics
and history could be mandatory in Vermont’s public schools if
Senate bill S.17 is signed into law.
The bill as introduced requires
public high school students to take
and pass a civics course as a mandate in order to receive a high
school diploma, according to a specific curriculum outlined in the bill.
BFA St. Albans pPrincipal and former history teacher Brett Blanchard
said that while he agrees on the
importance of civic education, educators across the state are facing
unprecedented circumstances with
COVID-19, and other matters currently take precedent.
“We need to create a priority for
the coming years to make sure we
meet student needs. Ten months
without a stable education, social

emotional system — that’s what
the legislature should be concerned
with,” Blanchard said. “Then we
look at civics requirements through
the lens of prioritizing ... This pandemic is causing a need to reallocate funds to see if we can successfully bring students back into the
education system, many of whom
have been lost in this virtual world
for the past few months.”
Sen. Joshua Terenzini, R-Rutland,
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President Joe Biden is sworn in as
First Lady Dr. Jill Biden holds the
bible during Wednesday’s inauguration ceremony at the U.S. Capitol
Building in Washington, D.C.
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