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By MICHAEL FRETT
Staff Writer

RICHFORD – Despite rumors, Rich-
ford’s only grocery store will likely 

remain open come spring.
According to leadership at the 

Northern Tier Center for Health 
(NOTCH) and the Associated Grocers 
of New England (AGNE), a verbal com-
mitment has been made for NOTCH to 
take over the Vista Foods in Richford 
in lieu of its possible closure.

“The board of directors decided that, 
working closely with Associated Gro-
cers, we would take over the grocery 
store,” NOTCH executive director Pam 
Parsons told the Messenger Friday. 
“We have a verbal commitment to 
transition this store to us by June 1, 
2020.”

Vista Foods, which leases a space in 
the former Sweat-Comings Building 
now owned and operated as a health 
center by NOTCH, was expected to 
close once its lease ended in March, 
according to AGNE President and CEO 
Mike Violette.

By TOM BENTON
Staff Writer

ENOSBURGH — Turning Point of 
Franklin County opened its Enos-

burgh center in July 2019. That first 
month, 37 people visited the Enos-
burgh center.

Then, in August, 57 people visited. 
More people came in September, 
around 73.

And Karen Heinlein-Grenier, Turn-
ing Point of Franklin County’s execu-
tive director, told the Messenger that 
volume of visitors remains steady.

But Heinlein-Grenier said that’s no 
surprise given the need in that area 
of the county. She said Turning Point’s 
central Franklin County office, on 
Lake Street in St. Albans, has received 
“so many calls” in the past eight years 
from people in the Enosburgh and 
Richford area seeking recovery sup-
port from substance use disorders.

The St. Albans office had received so 
many calls by the end of 2018 heading 
into 2019 that Heinlein-Grenier said, 
“Let’s just see if there’s a place avail-
able.”

That’s when she learned of the soon-
to-be-opened Enosburgh Community 
Center. The Messenger extensively 
reported the community center’s de-
velopment, from its proposal by the 
Enosburgh Community Recreation 
Committee in October 2018 to its 
rapid realization in a house used for 
storage adjacent to the Cold Hollow 
Career Center on Missisquoi Street.

The community center opened that 
February, mere months after it was 
just an idea.

By RUTHIE LAROCHE
Messenger Sports

SWANTON — Milton hit the first 
shot in Saturday’s afternoon con-

test, but it was the Thunderbirds who 
earned the commanding 67-45 win.

The Yellow Jackets, who came into 
Saturday’s game with a 6-1 record, 
had only taken a loss to Middlebury. 
MVU, 5-2, had fallen to Division I, in-
county rival, BFA St. Albans, and, on 
Wednesday, to Mount Abraham.

T-Birds and ‘Jackets put records on the line

By AdAm LAroche

MVU’s Gabe Unwin fights for an offensive rebound in Saturday’s Game.

»See THUNDERBIRDS, page 6

A Turning 
Point for 
Enosburgh
Recovery center 
grows to fill need

»See ENOSBURGH, page 8

NOTCH expected to take ownership 
of Vista Foods Health center to keep Richford’s only 

grocery store open

mIchAeL FreTT/STAFF WrITer

The Northern Tier Center of Health has committed to becoming owners of the 
Vista Foods Supermarket in Richford in order to keep the town’s only grocery 
store open. »See NOTCH, page 3


