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By MICHAEL FRETT
Staff Writer

SWANTON – The common area 
in the Missisquoi Valley Union 

(MVU) High School will sound a little 
more like a science lab Thursday as 
more than 100 students gather for this 

year’s MVU STEM Fair.
For several years now, MVU has 

hosted an annual STEM – science, 
technology, engineering and math-
ematics – fair celebrating research 
projects conducted by students at the 
Swanton-based high school.

This year, according to the school’s 
technology integration specialist and 
the fair’s coordinator Richard Ballard, 
more than 130 students were expect-
ed to present, a number not quite as 
high as last year’s 150 but far more 
than the 40 or so who presented at the 
school’s first show.

“We used to barely contain it in our 
library,” the chair of the school’s sci-
ence department, James Daly, said 
when he and Ballard met with the 
Messenger Tuesday. “Now it’s barely 
contained in the common area.”

According to the two educators, the 
fair provides a chance for students to 
show off their independent projects 

MVU STEM 
Fair returns
More than 130 students to 
present research projects
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Missisquoi Valley Union science teacher Stephen McKenzie quizzes students 

about their project during a previous MVU STEM fair.
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Students present a composting proj-

ect during Missisquoi Valley Union’s 
2015 science fair.

By TOM BENTON
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS CITY — About two years 
and two weeks after he walked up 

Lincoln Avenue with an AR-15, Jack 
Laplant is headed to prison — or stay-
ing there.

Attorneys in the State’s case against 
Laplant signed a change of plea 
agreement on Jan. 10, days before the 

scheduled start of the case’s two-week 
trial.

The agreement sentences Laplant 
to serve five to 15 years incarcerated 
for three counts of aggravated assault 
with a weapon.

That agreement also dismisses with 
prejudice, meaning the charges can’t 
be brought again, a slew of charges, 

Lincoln Ave shooter to serve jail time
Attorneys reach agreement before trial

By MICHELLE MONROE
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS — The office of Attorney 
General T. J. Donovan confirmed 

Tuesday it was reopening an investi-
gation into a November 2017 incident 
involving then-St. Albans Police Dept. 
(SAPD) Cpl. Joel Daugreilh.

Daugreilh was accused of spraying 
pepper spray in the face of a man in a 
holding cell at the SAPD.

According to St. Albans City Man-
ager Dominic Cloud, the sergeant in 
charge reported Daugreilh to his su-
periors. Vermont State Police and the 
attorney general’s office were notified 
and an investigation begun.

Daugreilh was placed on adminis-
trative leave within 48 hours of the in-
cident. He resigned before the SAPD’s 
own internal investigation was com-

plete.
Vermont Public Radio initially re-

ported Donovan was reopening an in-
vestigation Monday.

Donovan, who made the decision not 
to prosecute Daugreilh in July 2018, 
told VPR new information relevant to 
Daugreilh’s case had been found.

In response to a request for com-
ment, a spokesperson from Donovan’s 
office said Tuesday, “As was reported 
by VPR, the case has been reopened 
and is currently under investigation.”

Donovan’s decision to reopen the 
case comes after a high profile inci-
dent earlier this year involving former 
SAPD Sgt. Jason Lawton, who was dis-
missed after punching a female pris-
oner in the face. The attorney general 

AG reopens 2017 case involving 
SAPD officer
City manager responds to questions about department
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