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By MICHAEL FRETT
Messenger Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS TOWN – Jonathan Gi-
roux, a local business owner and 

member of the St. Albans Town devel-
opment review board, has announced 
he would run for a position on the 
town selectboard this upcoming Town 
Meeting Day.

“I like the way the selectboard is 
running now and I want to keep it go-
ing the same route,” Giroux said in a 
call with the Messenger Monday. “I 
want to be elected so we can keep the 
town moving forward.”

Giroux, a regular now at St. Albans 
Town selectboard meetings, joined 
town politics last year as an appoin-
tee to the town’s development review 
board and its police advisory commit-
tee.

He is also a business owner, having 
started the relatively young Rail City 
Plumbing & Heating after two decades 
working for a mechanical contractor.

Giroux initially announced his can-
didacy in a Facebook post shared this 
weekend, writing “as a young father, a 

Giroux to run for town selectboard

INSET: Jonathan Giroux, a local busi-

ness owner and member of St. Albans 

Town’s development review board, 
has announced his campaign for the 
town’s selectboard. 
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DRB member running to “keep the town moving forward”

The St. Albans Town Hall in St. Albans Bay.

By TOM BENTON
Messenger Staff Writer

HIGHGATE — It seems Erika Gut-
tilla won’t be speaking with her 

family until her case is resolved.
Guttilla is one of two defendants in 

the Highgate murder case, regarding 
the death of 35-year-old Troy Ford. 
Prosecutors charged Guttilla and her 
mother, Carmen, with first-degree 
murder, alleging they orchestrated 
Ford’s murder.

Guttilla’s attorney, Bob Katims, filed 
a motion in November asking the 
court to lift a condition prohibiting 
Guttilla from speaking to her family 
members.

The court imposed the condition im-
mediately after Guttilla’s arraignment 
on the murder charge, and a charge of 
obstructing justice, in May 2018.

At that time, the prosecution ar-
gued Guttilla shouldn’t speak with her 
family because of their potential in-

volvement with the case as witnesses, 
though none, save for Carmen, are 
charged with any criminal behavior.

Court affidavits filed by Vermont 
State Police detectives include state-
ments from Guttilla’s siblings, who 
described Ford as sexually, physically 

Judge denies motion in Guttilla case
Attorneys: trial-ready by May
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Erika Guttilla during her May 2018 ar-
raignment.

By MESSENGER STAFF

BURLINGTON – In response to a re-
cent report detailing past sexual 

abuses by members of the clergy, Ver-
mont’s Catholic Church has hired an 
independent victim assistance coordi-
nator to support abuse survivors and 
their families.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Church hires third-party counselor 
for abuse victims
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Bishop Christopher Coyne speaks at 
a press conference in August about 
sexual abuse allegedly committed by 
Vermont priests.
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