
By Kris Lantz
Staff Writer

On Town Meeting Day, voters in 
Montgomery and Richford will decide 
whether or not their municipalities 
should allow for recreational mari-
juana businesses to set up shop. 
What seems like a cut and dried 
issue to some is anything but.

The rollout follows the passing 
of S.54, Vermont’s bill to legal-
ize, regulate and tax cannabis 
sales, which passed in Septem-
ber of last year.

Montgomery Selectboard 
Chair Charlie Hancock says that 
two residents came to the board 

a couple months back with the idea.
“They were essentially advocating for 

us to put it on the ballot. The board kind 
of discussed it and said, ‘Look, we don’t 
think there’s a need to have a petition 

Brian is a longtime RiseVT partner and advocate for public health and recreation. He is a friendly, 
approachable member of the Fairfax Parks & Recreation Department, whose goal is, “Creating and 
maintaining spaces, programs, and events that build a happier, healthier community”. A few of their 

recent projects include improvements to trails and signage of the 100 Acre Woods, a public skating 
rink and the production of the Fairfax Fridays farmer’s market series. New children’s summer camp 

offerings are among the many exciting projects on the future! 

Thank you Brian for being such a champion for our community! #RISEVT

Brian LaClair, fairfax 

Town of Fairfax Parks & Recreation Dept.
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1. Restrictions loosened: 
The state on Friday 
announced a loosening of 
restrictions for vaccinated 
Vermonters. Page 3

TO KNOW 
THIS WEEK

By Cameron Paquette
Staff Writer

HIGHGATE — Ice fishing shacks 
could be seen across Missisquoi 
Bay like distant stars in the night 
sky Saturday. While some were sim-
ply out on the lake seeking a good 
catch, many were fishing for a cause 
— namely the cleanliness of the lake 
on which they fished.

Mill River Brewing hosted the 2nd 
annual Clean Water Ice Fishing Der-
by on Saturday, in partnership with 

Ice fishing 
derby aids 
Champlain

WATER QUALITY
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Richford’s historic town hall looms over Main Street during an August afternoon.

Cannabis is 

on the ballot
Richford, Montgomery to consider opting in

TOWN MEETING PREVIEW

2. Maple Run vote: Maple 
Run Unified School District 
voters will consider a 
budget with a 3% increase 
on Town Meeting Day. 
Page 5 

3. Weekend thriller: 
Garrett Fregeau earns a 
shutout in the MVU boys 
hockey team’s victory 
over Milton. Page 19

Courtesy DaviD fitzgeralD

Six-year-old Myles Hakey, of High-
gate, holds the yellow perch he 
submitted for weigh in after the first 
hour of fishing at the 2nd annual 
Clean Water Ice Fishing Derby on 
Saturday in Highgate.

»See FISHING, page 15

»See CANNABIS, page 14


