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In observance of the Memorial Day 

holiday, there will not be a paper 

delivery on Monday, May 25.

By MICHAEL FRETT
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS – With stricter guide-
lines in place and a pandemic 

ongoing, child care will probably 
look different for the many cen-
ters reopening in June – and the 
response from local providers has 
been mixed.

Some in the field are worried 
about the financial challenges of 
reopening an industry that was 
already fragile before COVID-19 
upended Vermont’s economy and 

stress about acquiring cleaning sup-
plies at a time when shortages con-
tinue to be the norm.

Some wonder how they can care 
for and teach younger children 
from behind the anonymity of face 
masks or manage convincing four-
year-old children to socially dis-
tance from one another.

For most, the idea of reopening 
child care services during a pan-
demic came with a lot of unknowns, 
leading at least provider who spoke 
with the Messenger to echo senti-
ments previously shared even by 
Vermont’s governor that “there’s no 
playbook for a pandemic.”

At Georgia’s Next Generation, 
director Kate Driver said she was 
concerned with the ways the pub-
lic health standards attached to the 
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Children work on art projects at Georgia’s Next Generation, 
a child care center located in Georgia’s South Village.

Providers face unknown 
as child care reopens

»See CHILDREN, page 4

By MICHELLE MONROE
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS — U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, which 

employees more than 1,700 Ver-
monters, primarily at the Vermont 
Service Center in St. Albans and Es-
sex, is facing a $1.2 billion shortfall.

The agency, which processes ap-
plications for visas and for U.S. Citi-
zenship, operates four processing 
centers in the U.S., one of which is 
based in St. Albans. Funding for the 
agency comes from the fees paid by 

applicants.
A drop in applications, some at-

tributed to the COVID-19, but others 
predating it, is responsible for short-
fall. USCIS told CNN that the agency 
expects that when the federal fiscal 
year ends on Sept. 30, the agency 
will have a shortfall in fee revenue 
of 61 percent.

Senator Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., is 
aware of the situation and is follow-
ing it closely, with a particular focus 
on how the shortfall could impact 
USCIS employees in Vermont, Leahy 
spokesperson David Carle told the 
Messenger.

“This is just one example of the 

USCIS facing $1.2B shortfall
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By AVALON ASHLEY
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS — During an AARP 
Vermont telephone town hall, 

one Vermonter on the call began to 
choke up as he conveyed the pain 
of not being able to hold his wife’s 
hand for the last eight weeks.

Since March 14, no visitors have 
been allowed to enter long-term 
care facilities in Vermont—but his 
wife is descending into dementia. “I 
am missing the last windows of her 
life,” said the caller, tears audible in 
his voice. “When can we start safe, 
outdoor, occasional visits of loved 
ones to residents in long-term care 
facilities?”

This was one of the stand-out 

questions asked at the May 20 town 
hall, with Rep. Peter Welch, State 
Health Commissioner Mark Levine, 
and Monica Hutt, Commissioner of 
the Department of Disabilities, Ag-
ing, and Independent Living, an-
swering questions from Vermont-
ers, and discussing updates on 
federal action around the COVID-19 
pandemic and reopening the state.

Welch opened the meeting by tak-
ing a step back to remember the 
trajectory of COVID-19 in Vermont 
over the last few months.

“It was four months ago yester-
day, January 19, that the first case in 
the U.S. was recorded. So much has 
happened in that time,” said Welch, 
noting that 92,000 people have died 
from the virus.

As the growth of COVID-19 cases 

Welch, Levine talk social isolation 
and opening care facilities
AARP hosts 
telephone town hall
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