
Toof talks 

youth soccer
page 10

RUTHIE LAROCHE

Hillary’s 

marathon
page 14

HILLARY THERRIEN

SAINT ALBANS

SAMESSENGER.COM

MESSENGERWeekend Edition

October 16-17-18, 2020

Established 1861

Volume 162 No. 214

Vol. 162 No. 214 (USPS) (5133-8000)
$1.50

By MICHAEL FRETT
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS TOWN – Voters in the 
Town of St. Albans are already 

seeing the two questions town of-
ficials have added to November 
ballots: a pair of appropriations for 
supporting the town hall’s reloca-
tion.

Those two articles – each asking 
for $200,000 from the town’s local 
options tax fund for a land purchase 
in St. Albans Bay and predevelop-
ment work for a new town hall – 
would set the stage for a final vote 

on building a town hall in March, 
addressing a longtime goal for town 
officials.

Here’s why officials want to build 
a new town hall in St. Albans Bay.

THE CuRREnT ToWn HALL Is 
RunnIng ouT oF RooM, EspE-
CIALLy FoR THE doCuMEnTs 

sTATE LAW REquIREs MunICI-
pAL govERnMEnTs To kEEp.

One of the most oft-cited reasons 
for the town’s push for a new town 
hall involves record keeping. Its 
vaults have, according to town clerk 
and treasurer Anna Bourdon, only 
enough room for another two years 
of records. “If that,” Bourdon added.

Under Vermont law, municipali-
ties are required to keep physical 
copies of certain records indefi-
nitely and maintain other records 

Why St. Albans Town is looking 
to build a new town hall
Tight space, 
accessibility among 
challenges facing 
current offices

By MICHELLE MonRoE
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS — In 2018, Frank-
lin County’s legislative candi-

dates were approaching $200,000 
in combined donations by the end 
of October. This year candidates are 

bringing in, and spending, far less. 
Part of that may be a function of 
the lack of competitive races, with 
just five of the county’s eight House 
districts having races. On the Sen-
ate side, well-known Republican 

By the Numbers:  
Campaign expenditures  
in local legislative races
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By MICHELLE MonRoE
Staff Writer

SWANTON — Leader Evaporator is look-
ing for a few good axe throwers.

The company is sponsoring the American 
Cancer Society’s second annual Let’s Axe 
Breast Cancer tournament held in conjunc-
tion with Burly Axe Throwing in Burlington.

Leader makes colored maple syrup tub-
ing which is easier for sugarmakers to spot 
on the woods floor. Former employee Jake 
Irish suggested the company add pink tub-
ing and tie it in to breast cancer.

President Jeff Smith liked the idea and be-
gan talking with the American Cancer Soci-
ety, which led to Leader’s sponsorship of the 
event, explained company spokesperson 
Patti Harvey. Leader will be donating a por-
tion of the sales proceeds for the pink tub-
ing to ACS.

Leader will also have a team at the event, 
and on Thursday company employees test-
ed their aim at Burly’s mobile axe throwing 

Leader Evaporator helping to axe breast cancer

Company sponsoring 
annual tournament

Courtesy Leader evaporator

A former Leader Evaporator employee speaks about his suggestion that the company make pink maple 

syrup tubing and tie it to cancer fundraising as part of a video made by the company. Beside him is a coil 

of the company’s pink tubing.
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