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By Kate Barcellos
Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS — Even the wind couldn’t 
blow them away. Over 100 educators 
and staff dressed in Maple Run red 
flocked to an intersection near the Col-
lins Perley Sports Complex on Tuesday 
hoisting massive signs calling for legis-
lators to drop a proposal that educators 
say would hamstring their pensions.

“We need to think of other ways,” said 
BFA St. Albans social studies teacher 
Mike Campbell. “They say ‘oh no, we 
can’t do a tax on the rich, the gover-
nor will veto it.’ Well, make him veto it! 

Make him stand up and say this is what 
he believes. Then when election time 
comes, Vermonters have a choice.”

Scores of educators lined the high-
way hoisting signs emblazoned with 
“Fulfill your promise,” “Vermont 
teachers deserve a dignified re-
tirement,” and “Tax the rich, not 
teachers.”

Campbell expressed hope that 
pressure on the proposal would 
change the nature and contents 
of it as it made its way through 
the legislature. He stressed that 
educators had to be there every 

step of the way to stand up for the 
promise that was made to them when 

Local educators protest pension proposal
VERMONT LEGISLATURE
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Jake Elkins poses for a wedding photo with his wife Jessica, far left, and his 

daughter Lily. Jake will be going in for his 10th surgery on April 8.

Living 
one day 
at a time

By Kris Lantz
Staff Writer

RICHFORD — Jake Elkins’ outlook on 
life is pretty positive for a guy who’s 

about to undergo his second open-heart 
surgery — his 10th surgery in total — at 
age 32

“I have my moments. I’m not perfect 
by any means. I’m not full of myself. I’d 
say I’m pretty mellow, I’m pretty hum-
ble,” says Elkins.

Elkins grew up in Richford and was 

Community supports man 

ahead of crucial surgery
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1. ‘Devastating’ move: 
Richford officials worry 

about how FNESU moving 
its district office could im-
pact the town. Page 4

2. Vaccine news: This 
week, people of color 
in Vermont, as well as 
parents of children with 
high-risk conditions, 
became eligible for 
vaccination. Page 15

3. Local flavor: Messenger 
Sports sits down with the 
father of a Seattle Mariners 
player. Page 17
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