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BURLINGTON — The 2021 BFA 
Bobwhites boys hockey team won 
the program’s 20th title and became 
back-to-back Vermont D1 champi-
ons after taking down Essex by a 
score of 3-2 on Wednesday.

It could easily be argued that in 
Vermont high school sports, there 
is no greater rivalry than hockey 
games between BFA and Essex.

Wednesday’s game was the 20th 
time the Bobwhites and Hornets 
have met in the postseason and the 

eighth time the teams have met for 
a championship game.

Essex (1) handed BFA (2) their 
only loss of the season (2-0 on Feb. 
20) and haven’t allowed more than 
one goal against in a game all sea-
son.

From the opening puck drop, it 
was clear the Bobwhites were us-
ing that loss as fuel and were look-
ing to gain an early edge on Essex. 
Just 24 seconds into the game, BFA 
pounced on an excellent opportu-
nity.

Essex took an early penalty, and 
Bobwhites captain Christian Vallee 
ripped a stinger of a wrist shot that 
found the back of the net on the re-
sulting power play, with the assist 
coming from Owen Benoit.

Off to an early lead, BFA found 
no reason to slow down and lit the 

lamp a second time less than six 
minutes later, again on the power 
play.

Levi Webb had a golden opportu-
nity on the right side of the Hornets’ 
cage that somehow stayed out. His 

Are you curious about what the St. Albans Recreation Commission brings to our community? RiseVT held an interview with Kelly 

Viens (Recreation Director) and Andrew Gratton (Recreation Program Manager) to discuss their work. Their work encompasses 

both public health actions, like providing healthy snacks at the pool concession stand and local events, as well as funding 

area facilities and programs. Even during the cold winter months and the COVID-19 pandemic, their list of accomplishments 

continues to grow. What’s on the horizon for St. Albans recreation? Hopefully a new and improved community pool! 

Having fun, thanks to the St. Albans Recreation Commission! #RISEVT

Kelly Viens & Andrew Gratton  
St. Albans Recreation Commission.
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The Green Mountain State may 
be idyllic in many ways, but a lot of 
Vermonters have nowhere to call 
home.

“It’s really hard,” said St. Albans 
resident Teah Peloquin, who is 
training to be an assistant manag-
er at the Jolley Mart on North Main 
Street where she started in Febru-
ary. “I live in a house with seven 
other people, just to be able to af-
ford rent.”

Peloquin, 25, was raised in Rhode 
Island and then Milton, where she 
and her parents rented a house 
during the latter part of her high 
school career.

But the rent is becoming more of 
a burden with each passing year, 
causing Peloquin and her family to 
search for cheaper housing.

“A lot of the places I have looked 
at, I’ll look at them and discuss 
with a family member whether it’s 
the right choice to figure out what 
I’ll really be able to afford. With car 

Low-income 
housing still 
a struggle
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The 2021 state champion BFA Bobwhites.

BFA earns back-

to-back titles with 

win over Essex
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