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Angel Trees set up across area
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Residents who want to bring a 
little Christmas cheer to children 
in the community this year now 
can grab an angel and fulfill a 
Christmas wish or two.

The Salvation Army of Nash 
and Edgecombe Counties placed 
angels on their Angel Trees this 
week. Salvation Army Maj. David 
Phelps and Maj. Amber Phelps 
are inviting their neighbors in the 
community to take an angel and 
make some dreams come true.

Roughly 672 angels were placed 
on the trees this year and are wait-
ing for someone to claim them.

Angel Trees contain printed an-
gels with the name of a child and 
a list of suggested gifts for Christ-
mas. Some of these items include 
clothing and practical gifts where-
as others are chosen to bring a 
smile to the face of a child who 
might otherwise get little or noth-
ing for Christmas.

Amber Phelps said the Angel 
Tree program is her focus right 
now.

“The Angel Tree program helps 

us be able to make Christmas a lit-
tle bit brighter this year for kids in 
this area,” she said.

Angel Trees are available in 
Rocky Mount at the Salvation 
Army office on Hunter Hill Road, 
the former site of the Rocky Mount 
Telegram. They also are available 
at the Golden East Crossing mall 
near the play area and one may 
soon be available at the Walmart 
in Rocky Mount.

In Tarboro, Angel Trees are 
up at the Walmart and at the 

Local virus 
deaths still 
increasing

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The Nash County Health 
Department reported 14 
more COVID-related deaths 
Friday for a total of 19 
deaths reported this week.

Nash County Health Di-
rector Bill Hill presented 
the grim news Friday at a 
meeting of the Nash County 
COVID-19 Response Team.

“The strongest and most 
damaging part of my report 
today is that we have re-
ceived reports of 14 deaths 
since Wednesday,” Hill said. 
“However, some of these 
deaths extend as far back 
as Oct. 22. We are not sure 
why it is taking so long for 
reports of these deaths to 
drop into the system.”

Hill said most of the re-

ported deaths were from 
residents of rehab centers 
and long-term care facilities.

Among the recent deaths 
was a man in his early 80s 
who died on Oct. 22, a man 
in his early 80s who died Oct. 
24 and a woman in her late 
80s who died on Oct. 25. Two 
Nash County residents, a man 
in his early 80s and a woman 
in her mid-80s, died Oct. 26. 
Another woman, whose age 
exceeded 100, succumbed to 
COVID-19 on Oct. 27.

In addition, a woman in 
her late 70s died on Nov. 1 
and another woman in her 
early 80s died Nov. 2. Two 
men, one in his early 80s 
and the other in his early 
70s, died on Nov. 7. A man 
in his mid-80s died on Nov. 

Rise in cases slows

Police nab two women 
in shooting at business

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Two women — including 
one with an earlier felony 
assault case pending against 
her — are accused of com-
mitting felony offenses in 
connection with shots fired 
at the Taps adult recreation 
facility on the northwest 
side of the city.

Adina Oneal, 24, is 
charged with discharging 
a weapon into an occupied 
building and Swanzetta 
Whitehead, 25, is charged 
with being an accessory af-
ter the fact, authorities said 
and judicial system records 
show.

Officers at 1:31 a.m. on 
Oct. 24 responded to Taps, 
which is in the 900 block 
of North Wesleyan Boule-

vard, and 
found out 
Jokita Phil-
lips, who 
owns the 
business , 
had asked 
a disorder-
ly custom-
er, Oneal, 
to leave, a city spokesman 
said.

Oneal assaulted Phillips 
before leaving, entered the 
passenger side of a vehicle 
being driven by Whitehead 
and began shooting into 
the business before fleeing 
from the scene, the spokes-
man said.

Specifically, Oneal dis-
charged the firearm while 
patrons and employees 

Work on downtown lofts progresses
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A future residential and 
commercial development 
is taking shape in the heart 
of Rocky Mount.

Developer Troy Davis 
since February has been 
working to transform three 
side-by-side buildings in 
the 100 block of Southeast 
Main Street into the future 
Davis Lofts.

Davis early last week 
showed the progress of his 
project, which he told the 
Telegram will be complete 
by February 2021, with 
the plan being to have 22 
high-quality upstairs apart-
ments, four ground-level 
storefronts for businesses 
and a rooftop deck.

Asked by the Telegram 
to provide the status of 
the future Davis Lofts on a 
scale of zero to 10, with 10 
being complete, Davis said, 
“We’re about a seven.”

“We’re pretty close,” Da-
vis said. “We have six units 
that’ll be online hopefully 
Dec. 1.”

Of the apartments, Da-
vis said, “We are still in the 
process of looking for more 
tenants. We have about six 
or seven of the units leased 
so far.”

Davis said he cannot be 
more specific about poten-
tial tenants in the commer-

cial spaces due to privacy 
reasons.

“But I will let you know 
that we have quite a bit of 
inquiries in regards to these 
spaces,” Davis said.

Davis also received a 
boost when a majority of 
the City Council on Nov. 9 
approved $300,000 in Hous-
ing Incentive Grant Pro-
gram funds for his project.

City records said the 
private investment in the 

project totals at least $1.75 
million. Those records 
state that a condition of the 
funding via the city calls 
for three of the 22 units to 
be set aside for affordable 
housing.

Davis did make clear to 
the Telegram the overall 
purpose of his project is to 
attract young profession-
als.

Davis also said that the 
downstairs part of the fu-

ture Davis Lofts will in-
clude a fitness center and 
an on-site office for his op-
erations.

With some exceptions, 
the part of downtown 
along the railroad line 
and between the Rocky 
Mount Event Center and 
Ben Braddock’s Station 
Square business and pro-
fessional complex is lined 
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Developer Troy Davis shows what will be space for commercial use inside the future Davis Lofts.
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Shown here is a rendition of what the future Davis Lofts location will look like at 
street side.
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Maj. David Phelps and Maj. Amber Phelps place angels on an Angel 
Tree at the Salvation Army office.See TREES, A2


