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Candidates vie in rematch of state House race
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Three candidates are running 
in the state House District 25 elec-
tion this year and two of them are 
pastors.

State Rep. James Gailliard, 
D-Nash, holds that seat and is 
hoping to continue to represent 
the district for the next two years.

“I am running for re-election 
to continue the work that I start-
ed in the previous legislative ses-
sion. Specifically, there is work 

regarding job creation, health care 
reform and access, affordable 
housing, systemic inequity, public 
school funding, rural infrastruc-
ture investment, public safety, en-

vironmental justice and the con-
stitutional rights of women that 
are important to the community 
and state to move forward,” Gail-
liard said in a recent interview.

Gailliard is being challenged by 
Republican John Check, who ran 
against him in the 2018 election. 
Check said he is running because 
he feels he better represents the 
ideals of the community.

“I am running because I believe 
that my values reflect the values 
of the average person in the dis-
trict and to push back on the so-
cialism of the left. Every time the 
government ‘gives’ us anything, 
we give up more and more of our 
liberty,” Check said. “I am a pro-
life conservative and will defend 

our constitution.”
Libertarian candidate Nick Tay-

lor also is running for the seat in this 
election as he did in 2018. However, 
he did not respond to a request for 
information for this article.

In the 2018 election, Taylor 
garnered roughly 3.4 percent of 
the vote, Check earned 45.1 per-
cent and Gailliard claimed victory 
with 51.5 percent of the votes cast 
in that non-presidential election 
year.

Virus cases 
set records 
across area

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Both Nash and Edge-
combe county set new re-
cords for confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 this week 
with 525 new cases emerg-
ing across the Twin Coun-
ties.

Nash County reported a 
record 322 new cases this 
week, bringing the cumula-
tive total of cases to 3,092. 
Of that number, 1,717 peo-
ple are considered recov-
ered and 29 are hospital-
ized, bringing that number 

down from a reported high 
of 37 earlier this week.

However, 1,287 people 
are isolated at home with 
active cases of COVID-19. 
That number represents 
about 1.35 percent of Nash 
County’s total population. 
That means roughly 1 out 
of every 74 Nash Coun-
ty residents currently has 
COVID-19.

The Nash County Health 
Department on Thursday re-
ported 68 new cases. Nash 
County Health Director Bill 

Hospitalizations drop

Council hears update 
on computer security

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The city’s new chief in-
formation technology of-
ficer recently told the City 
Council he believes training 
and long-term investment 
will be needed to ensure the 
city’s computer network is 
secure in the aftermath of 
a cyberattack of that net-
work.

Gregory Cotten report-
ed for work more than a 
month after the disruption 
to the network began in Au-
gust. Hackers demanded a 
ransom payment from the 
city in return for a tool to 
decode computer files for 
the city to regain access to 
them and for any data possi-
bly taken from the network.

Cotten outlined a list of 
his recommendations for 
greater future network se-
curity during a council work 
session on Oct. 12. On that 
list, Cotten said, is having a 
business systems analyst.

Generally, a business sys-

tems ana-
lyst works 
with the 
computer 
technology 
required at 
a business 
or an enti-
ty and de-
cides what 
upgrades and installations 
will improve efficiency in 
the workplace.

On that list of recom-
mendations, Cotton also 
said, is having an emphasis 
on preparation to keep the 
city’s computer network 
fabric of connections intact 
and to keep the network 
from intrusions.

Cotten said this includes 
making sure the city is able 
to educate city employees 
using the computers about 
intrusions to help them 
identify what they look like.

“And I recommend that 
we have ongoing cyber-
security training for all 

Details emerge in Walmart shooting
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Court documents pro-
vide more information 
about the shooting late in 
the afternoon of Oct. 9 at 
the Walmart Supercenter in 
the Cobb Corners shopping 
center.

According to a search 
warrant on file in Nash 
County District Court, 
Rocky Mount police offi-
cers received the call at 
4:53 p.m. about the shoot-
ing and found Willie Ray 
inside the store, near the 

delicatessen section and 
with a gunshot wound to 
his torso.

According to the war-
rant, Ray told police he had 
been in the self-checkout 
line when he was pushed 
by four males and a fight 
ensued.

Ray told police he 
punched one of the males 
and the other suspects 
pulled him away from the 
one he had punched, the 
warrant states. Ray told 
police one of the suspects 
pulled a gun and he began 
to run away.

That is when the shots 
were fired and Ray was 
struck, the warrant states.

Jaylen Knight, 21, and 
Darrius Williams, 19, both 
are charged with assault 
with a deadly weapon with 
intent to kill inflicting seri-
ous injury to Ray, 34.

A juvenile, whom police 
consider the third suspect, 
was released on a juvenile 
petition to his parents.

The fourth suspect, Aka-
vius Knight, 20, remains at 
large.

Nash County District 
Court records also show 

how police were able to 
track down Jaylen Knight 
and Williams.

According to the search 
warrant, police reviewed 
video footage after the 
shooting and an officer 
identified the suspects, due 
to the officer having had 
dealings with them a cou-
ple of weeks earlier.

Officers also found out 
the suspects had spent the 
night of Oct. 8 at a resi-
dence in the 600 block of 
Piedmont Avenue, the war-
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City launches search for new police chief
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City of Rocky Mount 
has posted an advertise-
ment specifying what the 
municipality is seeking in a 
future top cop.

The ad is online because 
Chief George Robinson will 
be retiring effective at the 
start of December.

Robinson presently is 
being paid $140,000 a year. 
The ad said the salary 
for the future chief could 
be anywhere between 

$108,253 and $162,380.
According to the ad, 

the future chief will lead 
a department comprised 
of about 165 sworn and 41 
non-sworn employees and 
manage a yearly budget of 
roughly $16.9 million.

Additionally, the ad said 
that due to retirements, 
there will be increasing op-
portunities for promotions 
and building a new com-
mand staff.

The ad also makes clear WILLIAM F. WEST/ROCKY MOUNT TELEGRAM

The City of Rocky Mount has posted an ad seeking 
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Law enforcement officers stand Oct. 9 in front of one of the entrances to the Walmart Supercenter in Cobb 
Corners.
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