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Woman wounded by gunfire outside restaurant
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

A woman was wounded 
by gunfire in the wee hours 
of Monday morning along 
the 1000 block of North 
Wesleyan Boulevard.

Rocky Mount police 
responded about 3 a.m. 
Monday to a call about a 
shooting with injury at the 
Cook Out restaurant at 1020 
North Wesleyan Blvd., ac-
cording to a news release 
from the Rocky Mount Po-

lice Department.
A 24-year-old woman 

was shot during the inci-
dent and was transported 
to Nash UNC Health Care, 
where she was treated for 
non-life-threatening injuries 
and later released. From 
emergency radio traffic 
about the incident, it ap-
pears that she was trans-
ported to the hospital by 
an unknown person before 
police arrived at the scene.

During an investigation 
of the crime scene, police 

found multiple shell casings 
in the Cook Out parking lot 
and near Jeffreys Road and 
Sutters Creek Boulevard, 
which is consistent with 
suspects shooting from 
a moving vehicle, Rocky 
Mount police Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson said Monday in the 
news release.

“During the preliminary 
investigation, evidence de-
termined this shooting was 
not random, and the sus-
pects are possibly known to 
each other,” Jackson said.

It is not clear from the 
statement whether the vic-
tim of the shooting is also 
considered a suspect in the 
case or if she was a bystand-
er caught in the crossfire. A 
request for clarification was 
not answered by press time.

A recording of the emer-
gency radio transmissions 
during the time of the in-
vestigation adds more detail 
to the report. On the call, a 
woman officer is heard to 
say, “The truck stopped on 
301 right there in front of 

Cook Out. A car stopped be-
hind it. The shooting started 
and that’s when the victim’s 
car got struck in the Red 
Lobster parking lot on the 
backside close to 301.”

U.S. 301 is also called 
North Wesleyan Boulevard 
in that area of Rocky Mount. 
The Red Lobster restaurant 
is located adjacent to the 
Cook Out.

A recording of the emer-
gency radio transmissions 
around the time of incident 
indicates that the drama 

moved to the scene of the 
emergency department 
of Nash UNC Health Care 
where the victim was taken 
for treatment. Radio reports 
indicated that the disorder-
ly crowd of people tried to 
gain access to the emergen-
cy room after the shooting 
was reported.

An officer is heard on the 
call saying, “It is confirmed 
that the shooting victim is 
here at the hospital. The 

City’s land 
trust plans 
take shape

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City of Rocky Mount 
is going to have two com-
munity and stakeholder 
meetings — one this week 
and the other the next week 
— about a proposed com-
munity land trust.

Jim Johnson and Jeanne 
Milliken Bonds are going 
to provide an overview and 
take questions from the 
audiences. Johnson and 
Bonds are professors at the 
University of North Caroli-
na’s Kenan-Flagler Business 
School.

The first meeting is going 
to be at 6 p.m. Thursday in 
the City Council chamber at 
City Hall. The second meet-
ing is going to be at 6 p.m. 
Sept. 16 at the Booker T. 
Theater along East Thomas 
Street.

Generally, a community 

land trust 
is a non-
profit or-
ganization 
that owns 
and man-
ages land 
that homes 
are built 
on, with an 
individual 

allowed to purchase a home 
on one of those properties. 
Subsequent structural im-
provements to the home 
would belong to that re-
spective homeowner.

The process of getting a 
community land trust orga-
nized locally is in the early 
stages.

City Policy Analyst 
Jayson Dawkins said in a 
video posted Thursday on 
the City of Rocky Mount’s 
TV 19 YouTube channel that 

Public to hear details

Local man sentenced 
for heroin trafficking 

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

A Rocky Mount man has 
been sentenced to a mini-
mum of 43 months in pris-
on for attempting to traffic 
heroin and fleeing to elude 
arrest.

William Nicholson, 39, 
was sentenced earlier this 
month in Nash County Su-
perior Court for felony flee-
ing to elude arrest in a motor 
vehicle and for attempted 
trafficking by transport of 
heroin.

Nicholson received a sen-
tence of a minimum of 43 
months and a maximum of 
70 months in state prison.

Nicholson was last known 
to live on the 1600 block 
of Aycock Street in Rocky 

Mount.
T h e 

c h a r g e s 
s t e m m e d 
from a traf-
fic stop that 
took place 
on June 10, 
2020, where 
Nicholson 
fled from 
Nash Coun-

ty narcotic deputies. During 
the pursuit, Nicholson 
threw 147 dosage units of 
heroin out of his passenger 
window of the vehicle

At the conclusion of the 
pursuit, Nicholson was ar-
rested at a residence on 
Aycock Street in Rocky 
Mount and all narcotics 

Group aims to help neighbors in need
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

Little Raleigh, a small neighbor-
hood located in the south end of 
Rocky Mount, is where Billy Coppage 
called home.

Coppage watched his single moth-
er struggle throughout her life. After 
growing up in a low-income neighbor-
hood and witnessing a cycle of incar-
ceration for many in his community, 
Coppage saw firsthand the struggles 
his neighbors faced.

A graduate of Northern Nash High 
School, Coppage owns Simply Organ-
ic Smoothie, which supplies freshly 
made organic juices, smoothies and 
smoothie bowls.

Coppage’s experience growing 
up in Little Raleigh motivated him 
to start the nonprofit organization, 
P.U.S.H., which stands for Pursuing 
Until Something Happens. The goal at 
P.U.S.H is to facilitate innovative tech-
niques to accommodate the needs in 
the community by lending a helping 
hand, a listening ear and words of en-
couragement, he said.

Coppage said his vision for the or-
ganization is very clear.

“P.U.S.H. is dedicated to the suc-
cess of children, women and men. 
We aim to show them the most 
efficient ways to make positive, 

life-changing decisions by provid-
ing them with resources needed 
for success,” he said. “Our goal is to 
reach, teach and guide by providing 
the mental and physical tools to be 
a better person throughout life.”

Coppage said it’s important that 
people know they don’t have to face 
their struggles alone.

“We want to provide the communi-

ty with the tools to not only manage 
their finances, work and home life, 
we want people to learn ways to stay 
healthy mentally and emotionally,” he 
said.

Coppage said he plans to hold 
events throughout the year geared 
at raising money for resources and 

You r  J o u r n ey.  Ou r  Comm i tmen t .
Southern Nash rolls

SPORTS, B1
ROCKY MOUNT, NORTH CAROLINA           $1.75                                 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2021

JOHNSON

NICHOLSON

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM S. MANLEY/ROCKY MOUNT TELEGRAM

Billy Coppage distributes free school supplies on Aug. 20 during a backpack giveaway event hosted by his 
nonprofit group, P.U.S.H., at Buck Leonard Park.

The nonprofit group P.U.S.H. hosted a backpack giveaway event on Aug. 
20 at Buck Leonard Park.
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