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Special meeting of City Council rescheduled
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A special meeting of 
the City Council called by 
Mayor Sandy Roberson for 
2 p.m. on Thursday is on 
hold until 2 p.m. on Tues-
day, which will be two 
hours before a council reg-
ular meeting.

Roberson called the spe-
cial meeting in the after-

math of a report of a probe 
of the City of Rocky Mount 
by state Auditor Beth Wood 
and her team.

Roberson in a brief state-
ment on Thursday after-
noon said he delayed the 
special meeting “as an ex-
pression of unity.”

“We should be focused 
on the findings in the N.C. 
State Auditor’s hard-hitting 
report, not arguing about 

when we talk about it,” Rob-
erson said.

“The full council must 
publicly discuss it and de-
termine together how we 
are going to regain the trust 
of our community,” Rober-
son said. “I expect all of the 
City Council members to at-
tend this new time.”

One of the council mem-
bers, T.J. Walker, who was 
elected in October, told the 

Telegram on Wednesday he 
had said he was not avail-
able for that special meet-
ing.

Walker told the Telegram 
he had suggested the meet-
ing be held the same day as 
the already-scheduled coun-
cil regular meeting — and 
adjust the time.

Wood’s and her team’s 
report, which was made 
public on May 15, found 

instances of certain offi-
cials receiving preferential 
treatment and of failures to 
follow policies and regula-
tions.

A key finding of the 
probe showed multiple city 
officials prevented the mu-
nicipal Business Services 
Center from trying to col-
lect $47,704 in utility bills 
owed by Councilman Andre 
Knight — and that the total 

eventually was taken off the 
books.

Another key finding of 
the probe showed that City 
Manager Rochelle Small-
Toney spent taxpayer funds 
on unallowable travel ex-
penses, including on lobster 
and steak dinners and on an 
individual steamed seafood 
bucket.

Edgecombe 
virus deaths 
rise to nine

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

COVID-19 is killing Edge-
combe County residents at 
triple the rate of Nash Coun-
ty residents, according to 
information released Thurs-
day by the Edgecombe 
County Health Department.

Michelle Etheridge, depu-
ty director of the Edgecombe 
County Health Department, 
released information con-
cerning the county’s most 
recent COVID-related death 
Thursday.

“We are sad to report that 
we now have nine deaths,” 
Etheridge said.

The Nash County Health 
Department has reported 
three COVID-related deaths 
among Nash County resi-
dents so far, even though 
its population is almost 
double that of Edgecombe 
County.

Though one additional 
person died, no new pos-
itive cases of COVID-19 

were reported Thursday in 
Edgecombe County. That 
number remains at 173 pos-
itive cases, of which 133 
people are considered re-
covered.

The Nash County Health 
Department reported one 
new case on Thursday, 
bringing the total number 
of positive test results in 
that county to 164. Of that 
number, four people are 
hospitalized, 50 are isolated 
at home and 107 are consid-
ered recovered.

In response to the grow-
ing number of people test-
ing positive in the Twin 
Counties, Nash UNC Health 
Care officials announced 
Thursday that a new layer 
of safety measures will be 
implemented at the hospital 
to protect patients, staff and 
visitors from the spread of 
the virus.

Beginning on Tuesday, all 
patients and visitors will be 

New steps by hospital

Conetoe slaying ruled 
as being self-defense

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

What started as a ho-
micide investigation on 
Saturday turned into a de-
termination of self-defense 
following completion of 
the investigation, according 
to Lt. William Muse of the 
Edgecombe County Sher-
iff’s Office.

No charges will be filed.
Late Saturday afternoon, 

deputies responded to a call 
about a shooting victim at 
Bob’s Fuel in Conetoe. For-
merly Conetoe Discount, 
the convenience store is lo-

cated at the intersection of 
U.S. 64 Alternate and N.C. 
42.

When deputies and the 
Edgecombe County Rescue 
Squad arrived, they found 
24-year-old Raekwon Hines 
with a gunshot wound to 
the head.

Hines was transported to 
Edgecombe Vidant Hospital 
by the Edgecombe County 
Rescue Squad but later died.

According to his Face-
book page, Hines was a 2015 
graduate of Tarboro High 
School and listed Princev-
ille as his place of residence.

NCC responds to findings of audit
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Nash Community Col-
lege has responded to three 
reported findings by the 
Office of the State Auditor 
concerning irregularities in 
the way it did business.

While the state audit of 
the City of Rocky Mount 
has drawn a great deal of 

attention, audits of govern-
ment agencies and institu-
tions that receive govern-
ment funds commonly are 
conducted.

Nash Community Col-
lege underwent such a 
routine audit last year and 
several findings emerged 
concerning its financial aid 
process.

This was the first time 

the college had been audit-
ed concerning these issues 
in more than 30 years, said 
Kelley Deal, dean of mar-
keting at Nash Community 
College. The reason this au-
dit happened, Deal said, is 
unknown.

“The college could not 
find documentation of NCC 
having a financial aid audit 
conducted by the Office 

of the State Auditor after 
investigating back to 1987. 
The college undergoes nu-
merous audits each year, 
several concerning finan-
cial aid, so is well audited 
by many state, regional and 
federal bodies. The ques-
tion as to ‘why now’ is sim-
ply not answerable by the 
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Tina Truong sells masks, face shields and hats outside 5 Star Nails in Cobb Corners.

OUNCE OF PREVENTION

Ebenezer Baptist to hold outdoor service

From Staff Reports

Ebenezer Baptist Church 
will hold its first outdoor 
worship service this week-
end since the coronavirus 
pandemic began.

“While we recognize the 
importance of assembling 
as a congregation, we real-
ize that the health and safe-
ty of our congregation is 
our greatest charge as faith 
leaders,” the Rev. Thomas 
L. Walker said. 

“We have been using 
FaceBook Live, YouTube 
and our church website, 
along with our television 
and radio broadcasts, as a 
way to continue delivering 
messages of hope to our 
congregation and the com-
munity,” Walker continued.

The service will take 
place at 11 a.m. Sunday. 
Worshippers will have an 
opportunity to worship in 
their vehicles or stand out-
side while practicing social 

distancing. Worshippers 
are encouraged to wear 
face masks if they plan to 
stand outside.

The Rev. Timothy J. 
Walker will bring the mes-
sage, and Minister TJ Walk-
er will lead in worship mu-
sic.

“These are challenging 
times, and the church con-
tinues to be that beacon of 
hope for so many people,” 
Thomas Walker said. “We 
want to continue serving 

the community in a respon-
sible manner.”

For the past two 
months, Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, along with other 
institutions of faith, have 
complied with Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s executive order 
regarding the holding of 
large gatherings.

But in response to a fed-
eral lawsuit filed by a group 
of churches and religious 
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