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Residents call for more transparency from city
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Two frequent speakers during 
City Council regular meetings 
recently made clear the City of 
Rocky Mount in the future needs 
to get ahead of stories instead of 

letting someone else provide the 
narratives.

During the public input phase 
of the Sept. 13 council regular 
meeting, the Rev. Nehemiah Smith 
commented in detail about the 
subject and Bronson Williams also 
addressed the matter.

Smith noted he was not wear-
ing his hat as a pastor, but rath-
er his former hats from having 
worked in public relations and as 
a teacher.

Smith also was commenting in 
the context of the Telegram re-
porting on Sept. 11 that the City 

of Rocky Mount — after months 
of requests by means of the state 
public records law — disclosed 
that the cost of the municipality’s 
2021 retreat totaled $70,444.99. 
The retreat was held April 7-9 at 
the Omni Grove Park Inn in Ashe-
ville.

During the Sept. 13 council 
meeting, Smith told the munici-
pal officials he would be address-
ing them as his students. Smith 
also told interim City Commu-
nications, Marketing and Public 

New report 
shows crime 
down in city

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The Rocky Mount Police 
Department’s crime report 
for August contains a mix 
of good news and bad news, 
which has generally been a 
continuing pattern.

The bad news is that re-
ports of shots fired persist-
ed, while the good news is 
that crime as a whole in Au-
gust was down when com-
pared to August 2020.

The crime report said 
that there were 52 reports of 
shots fired in August. Twen-
ty-nine of them resulted in 
shell casings being found 
and a total of 181 shell cas-
ings being found.

The count of shots fired is 
based on ShotSpotter acti-

vations and people alerting 
the police about having seen 
or heard shots being fired. 
ShotSpotter is a system of 
sensors designed to detect, 
locate and alert the police of 
gunfire in real time.

The August crime report 
also said that police made 
seven arrests for weap-
ons-related violations and 
seized 33 firearms, and 
that 276 firearms had been 
seized for the year as of the 
end of August.

The crime report said 
there were 47 victims of vio-
lent attacks, with 14 people 
having suffered injuries as a 
result.

The positive news in the 
report was that there were 

Chamber expo puts 
spotlight on diversity

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

TARBORO — The first 
Live, Work, Play Chamber 
Expo held Thursday on the 
Tarboro Town Common 
appeared to be a success 
based on the number of 
people who milled about 
the 25 or so vendors’ tents 
during the five-hour event.

While Tarboro Edge-
combe Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director 
Elizabeth Burns was vis-
iting with people at the 
chamber’s table, chamber 
representative Tom Cox 
was out and about among 
the vendors making sure 
things were going smooth-
ly.

“It looks like it’s going 
well, especially for a new 
event,” Cox said as the 
expo headed into its sec-
ond hour.

Burns, who constantly 
looks for ways to get her 
chamber members and 
their goods and services in 
front of potential custom-
ers, fine-tuned an event 
once held at the former 
Parkhill Mall and turned it 

into the expo.
“We wanted a mecha-

nism to allow our mem-
bers to let our residents 
know what they do and 
what they sell,” she told 
the Telegram in a previ-
ous interview. “We have a 
lot to offer and we need to 
do everything we can to 
make potential customers 
aware.”

Vendors at the expo were 
as diverse as the Town of 
Tarboro, and a large “We 
Are Hiring!” banner was 
displayed by WorldCat, the 
local boat manufacturing 
company that makes some 
of the best-performing cat-
amarans in the world at its 
West St. John Street facil-
ity.

In between were finan-
cial institutions, commu-
nity service organizations, 
nonprofit groups and 
more, including the Edge-
combe County Memorial 
Library, Pilot Club, United 
Way of the Tar River Re-
gion, Providence Bank and 
Edgecombe-Martin Elec-
tric Membership Corp.

Community paramedics offer home care
From Staff Reports

The Nash UNC Health 
Care Foundation has fund-
ed a new program at Nash 
UNC Health Care to help 
patients decrease their 
chances of being re-admit-
ted to the hospital.

“One of our goals as a 
hospital is to reduce patient 
readmissions to the hospi-
tal,” Nash UNC Health Care 
President and CEO Lee Is-
ley said in a news release. 
“The Community Para-
medic Program increases 
access to primary and pre-
ventative care for patients 
who are at high risk for re-
admission, such as patients 
with heart failure, diabetes 
and other medical ailments 

identified as needing addi-
tional assistance by their 
care team.”

The community para-
medics provide wellness 
visits to the homes of pa-
tients to provide follow-up 
care and patient education 
once a week for four weeks 
following a hospital stay.

During a typical visit, the 
community paramedics will 
check the patient’s medica-
tions, take their blood pres-
sure, listen to their heart 
and lungs and discuss find-
ings with the patient’s care 
team. The paramedic also 
links the patients with im-
portant community or med-
ical resources to ensure the 
patient is safe and able to 
recover at home.

“We often find that pa-
tients aren’t sure how to 
take care of their specific 
disease process and don’t 
have the resources to keep 
up with their health,” com-
munity paramedic Teal Ja-
cobs said. “This program al-
lows us to sit in their home 
with them, take the time to 
answer questions they may 
have and help them find the 
resources they need to stay 
on top of their health.”

Nash UNC officials said 
they have already seen im-
provements in readmission 
rates for the patients en-
rolled in this program.

“Without this program, 
many of these patients 
would return to the hospi-
tal within just a few days 

of discharge. The current 
(community paramedic) is 
able to conduct 25 visits a 
week and unfortunately, the 
need is much higher in our 
community,” said Dr. Viola 
Pierce, readmissions man-
ager at Nash UNC Health 
Care. “Ideally, we would like 
to reach 150 visits a week 
and that requires more com-
munity paramedics.”

Nash UNC Health Care 
currently has two com-
munity paramedics cov-
ering three counties. The 
foundation has committed 
to raising funds to bring 
on additional community 
paramedics to the program 
as well as provide funds for 
the purchase of an addi-
tional vehicle.
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A hot air balloon floats above the Red Oak Classic Tractor Show on Sept. 11 at W.B. Ennis Memorial Park in 
Red Oak.

UP, UP AND AWAY

See COUNCIL, A6

See CRIME, A2

See EXPO, A2


