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Council discusses delays in trash collection
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Delays in the City of 
Rocky Mount picking up 
garbage reached the point 
where City Manager Ro-
chelle Small-Toney gave a 
statement about the situa-
tion earlier this week during 
the City Council regular 
meeting.

During Small-Toney’s 
community update as part 

of Monday evening’s council 
meeting, she said the solid 
waste collection operation 
has experienced a decline 
in service levels due to va-
cancies.

“We currently have 10 
vacancies in that particu-
lar area,” Small-Toney said. 
“Two offers were made to 
candidates today. So I’m 
hoping that that vacancy 
then will fall to eight.”

Small-Toney said Opera-

tions Manager Tim Farmer 
is continuing to work tire-
lessly to fill those vacant po-
sitions, one of which is the 
position of clerk.

“We are also experienc-
ing disruptions in the sup-
ply chain for parts and ma-
terials for our equipment,” 
Small-Toney said. “And this 
is just happening, I think, 
all throughout the country, 
Rocky Mount not being an 
exception.”

Small-Toney said that she 
and the Public Works Depart-
ment staff met on Monday 
morning to discuss the next 
steps and that they are work-
ing with the Human Resourc-
es Department to fill those 
vacancies and to supplement 
the routes with workers from 
temp agencies.

Small-Toney also said 
even that is a struggle, as 
temp agencies are having 
difficulty finding people for 

placement with other orga-
nizations such as the City of 
Rocky Mount.

Small-Toney said she and 
her team would certainly 
revisit scheduled hours with 
the crews and might seek 
other help within the depart-
ment as well as the assis-
tance of other departments.

“This will require over-
time pay beyond the normal 
40-hour week,” Small-Toney 
said. “And I believe with the 

vacancies that we have ex-
perienced, since we budget 
our positions 100 percent, 
that we should have enough 
money to help pay for the 
overtime that we are antic-
ipating.”

Small-Toney emphasized 
that in the meantime res-
idents are encouraged to 
leave containers at curbside 
even if that is not the normal 

Virus cases 
spike again 
across area

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The delta variant of 
COVID is sweeping through 
the Twin Counties at a re-
cord pace and local health 
officials are beefing up their 
testing services in response 
to the growing need.

Nash County saw 490 new 
confirmed cases of COVID 
this week, a significant surge 
over the already high num-
bers of 331 last week and 325 
the week before, Nash Coun-
ty Health Director Bill Hill 
said Tuesday. This brings the 
total number of confirmed 
cases of COVID in the coun-
ty to 13,501.

“Right now, more than 90 
percent of the cases are of 
the delta strain of the virus,” 
Hill said.

Hill also noted that the 
state is seeing an increase 

in breakthrough cases of 
COVID among previously 
vaccinated people with an 
increase in the percentage 
of the delta variant.

Edgecombe County is 
seeing a similar surge in cas-
es. Roughly 281 new COVID 
cases were reported over 
the past week in the coun-
ty, according to data from 
the state Department of 
Health and Human Services 
website. That brings the cu-
mulative number of cases 
of COVID in that county to 
6,982.

The delta strain of the 
virus is continuing to affect 
children and young adults at 
a much higher rate than the 
original strain of COVID. 
According to data present-
ed Tuesday by Hill, more 
than one-third of the new 

Testing sites increase

Nashville teen killed 
in shooting accident

From Staff Reports

A teenager died earlier 
this week in Nashville as a 
result of negligent handling 
of a firearm that resulted 
in an accidental discharge, 
town police said.

Derrick Macklin Jr., 18, 
was dead in the 100 block of 
North Wheeless Drive in the 
eastern part of town by the 
time Nashville firefighters 
and Nash County Emergen-
cy Medical Services person-
nel arrived at that address 
early Monday afternoon, 
town police said in a news 
release.

According to a recording 
via the website Broadcasti-
fy, Nash County emergen-
cy radio traffic at 1:16 p.m. 

began alerting of a person 
having been shot and ad-
vised the first responders 
to remain staged until town 
police officers arrived at the 
scene.

Subsequent emergency 
radio traffic advised of an 
apartment being the more 
specific address and advised 
the scene was secure. Even-
tually, the emergency radio 
traffic advised all other first 
responder units they could 
cancel going to the scene.

Town police officers re-
sponded, an investigation 
was started and officers 
spoke to several people, re-
sulting in the determination 
of the cause of the fatal gun-
shot, the news release from 
town police said.

Official opening scheduled for Davis Lofts

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A downtown residential 
and commercial develop-
ment will be the scene of an 
official opening at the start 
of next month.

Developer Troy Davis 
told the Central City Re-
vitalization Panel late last 
week the plan is to have the 
doors open to the public 
from 4-6 p.m. on Oct. 1.

Davis since February 
2020 has been working to 
transform three side-by-
side buildings in the 100 
block of Southeast Main 
Street into Davis Lofts.

Davis on Thursday morn-
ing attended the meeting of 

the CCRP, 
which is 
an adviso-
ry panel 
working to 
encourage 
improve-
ments and 
restoration 
in the heart 

of Rocky Mount.
During the meeting, 

Rocky Mount Area Cham-
ber of Commerce President 
and CEO David Farris, who 
serves on the panel by vir-
tue of his position, asked 
Davis whether he had 
leased any of the units at 
Davis Lofts.

Davis said four of the 22 
units are leased.

He said an Edgecombe 
County deputy lives at Da-
vis Lofts, as does a Wake 
County deputy.

“We have a young lady 
who is a doctor and a con-
sultant for a local compa-
ny here that’s moving in 
soon,” Davis said. “And we 
have another young man 
that’s an intern for the City 
of Rocky Mount that’ll be 
moving in.”

“That’s great,” Farris 
said.

Farris asked whether all 
of the units will be ready by 
next month.

“Every single one of ’em 
except for about two,” Da-
vis said.

City Councilwoman 

Chris Miller, who rep-
resents a pro-downtown 
rehabilitation group on 
the panel, wanted to know 
from Davis whether he 
would have a grand open-
ing so people can tour the 
location.

“Yes,” Davis said.
Davis noted visitors will 

have to wear masks as a 
safety measure due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Farris wanted to know 
whether Davis would have 
any of the units furnished 
for showing at the time of 
the official opening.

“Hopefully we’ll have 
four finished,” Davis said. 
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Troy Davis said his residential and commercial development along Southeast Main Street will officially open on 
Oct. 1.
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