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Tulloss set to leave state transportation board
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A local insurance agent 
who has served more than 
12 years on the State Board 
of Transportation is not go-
ing to be seeking reappoint-
ment, this due to a state 
legislative re-organization 
of the panel that, in effect, is 
going to keep him from con-
tinuing to serve.

Gus Tulloss, 77, has been 
representing transportation 
Division 4, which includes 
Edgecombe and Nash coun-
ties. Tulloss over the week-
end told the Telegram he 
gave word in recent days to 
Gov. Roy Cooper’s team of 

his decision.
“Yes, I’m going to miss 

it, but everything sort of 
comes to an end,” Tulloss 

said. “And 
I’ve had a 
w o n d e r -
ful experi-
ence.”

The leg-
i s l a t o r s 
decided to 
change the 
way the 
t r a n s p o r-

tation board members are 
appointed, this after State 
Auditor Beth Wood and 
her team, in a report on 
May 5, said the transporta-
tion department spent be-

yond what the department 
planned.

In the past, the governor 
has appointed all 19 mem-
bers to the board, with 14 
board members each rep-
resenting a division and five 
board members serving at 
large.

And three of the board 
members have been a 
member of a political par-
ty affiliation other than the 
governor’s political party 
affiliation.

The change by the legis-
lators increased the number 
of board members to 20, 
with the governor to ap-
point 14 to each represent a 
division and the legislators 

to appoint six to serve at 
large.

Of the six to serve at 
large, three are going to be 
recommended by the speak-
er of the House and three 
are going to be recommend-
ed by the president pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

And another key change 
is none of the governor’s ap-
pointees have to be from a 
political party opposite the 
one of which the governor 
is a member.

Because Tulloss is a Re-
publican and Cooper is 
Democrat, Cooper is now 
free to select a Democrat to 
represent Division 4, which 
in addition to Edgecombe 

and Nash includes Wilson, 
Halifax, Wayne and John-
ston counties.

And the new legislation 
said that the service of the 
present board members is 
going to expire on July 30 
and that the service of the 
new board members is go-
ing to start the next day.

Tulloss told the Telegram 
he has learned much as a 
board member, namely that 
almost nothing happens the 
transportation department 
is not involved in.

Tulloss said they include 
fulfilling needs for con-
structing driveways and 
roads to new schools and 
constructing roads in and 

out of future subdivisions.
The transportation de-

partment, amid the eco-
nomic impact of the Great 
Depression, began main-
taining practically all routes 
in North Carolina.

The department operates 
with a roughly $4.7 billion 
budget and relies on fuel 
taxes to generate most of 
that budget to maintain 
more than 80,000 miles of 
routes.

Tulloss said, however, 
that the weather, includ-
ing Hurricanes Matthew 
and Florence, have hit the 
transportation department’s 

Coronavirus 
deaths rise 
across area

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

More information has 
been released about the lat-
est four victims of COVID-19 
in Nash County including 
the fact that one of those 
victims was a principal of a 
public school.

From Thursday to Sun-
day, a Nash County resi-
dent died each day from the 
coronavirus, bringing the to-
tal number of deaths in the 
county to 10.

“We stayed at six deaths 
for a long time, but over the 
weekend that number rose 
to 10,” Nash County Health 
Director Bill Hill said Mon-
day at a meeting of the Nash 
County COVID-19 Emergen-
cy Response Team.

A 98-year-old woman 
died Thursday. She was 
reportedly a victim of the 
outbreak at the Hunter Hill 
Senior Living Center.

On Friday, a man in his 
early 50s succumbed to 
COVID-19, the Nash County 
Health Department report-
ed Saturday.

On Monday, Hill con-
firmed that this man was 
Teicher Patterson, 50, who 
recently was named as the 
2020 Halifax County Princi-
pal of the Year.

Although Patterson 
served as the principal at 
Enfield Middle STEAM 
Academy at the time of his 
death, he was listed as a res-
ident of the 27804 zip code 
in Rocky Mount, Hill said.

Hill said he only revealed 
the name of the victim be-
cause Halifax County Pub-
lic Schools had already 
released the name, and 
Patterson’s death from 
COVID-19 has been widely 
reported in the press.

“Mr. Patterson was one 

Nash toll reaches 10

Events to encourage 
census participation

From Staff Reports

The City of Rocky 
Mount’s Census Outreach 
Team is launching a series 
of Neighborhood Census 
Day activities focused on 
increasing the response rate 
in Rocky Mount.

The Census Outreach 
Team has been collaborat-
ing with local businesses 
and faith-based organiza-
tions as well as utilizing var-
ious forms of media to edu-
cate the community about 
the importance of partici-
pating in the census.

The Census Outreach 
Team is available for assis-
tance from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Monday through Thursdays 
at the city’s Human Rela-
tions office.

Rocky Mount’s response 
rate currently is 57 percent, 
which is shy of the 2010 final 
response rate of 62 percent. 
Nash County has a response 
rate of 60.5 percent, while 
Edgecombe County’s re-
sponse rate is 54.1 percent.

“This data has led me 
to examine census tracts 
at the neighborhood level, 
which has guided the team 
to focus Neighborhood 
Census Day activities on 
the six lowest-responding 
neighborhoods,” said Rocky 

Three killed in vehicle collision
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

A 26-year-old man faces three 
counts of felony death by motor vehi-
cle in connection with a collision late 
Saturday night that claimed the lives 
of a man and two young girls.

Trooper Cannon of the State High-
way Patrol said the collusion oc-
curred about 11:13 p.m. Saturday on 
N.C. 43 at the intersection of Melissa 

Drive in Edgecombe County.
An ATV was crossing N.C. 43 from 

the southbound lane to the north-
bound lane when the fatal wreck oc-
curred, Cannon said. The driver of the 
ATV was Ryland Daughtridge Jr., 36. 
Daughtridge had an 11-year-old girl 
and a 7-year-old girl on the vehicle 
with him.

A silver Impala driven by Frederick 
Nolan Nokes III was traveling in the 
northbound lane of N.C. 43 when it 

struck the ATV, killing Daughtridge 
and the two minor passengers.

The State Highway Patrol is not 
releasing the names of the minor 
children involved, and Cannon de-
clined to state the relationship of 
Daughtridge to the children who 
were killed in the crash.

A passenger in the Impala was 
transported to the hospital for 
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Kendrick Ransome talks to participants of the We Fit Leadership Academy during their recent visit to his Golden 
Organic Farm outside Pinetops.

FIELD TRIP

From Staff Reports

An early morning shoot-
ing Monday sent one Mid-
dlesex man to the hospital 
with serious injuries and 
led to the arrest of another 
man for the crime.

Nash County deputies 
responded about 5:08 a.m. 
Monday to the 9200 block 
of Sara Lissa Lane in Mid-

dlesex to 
i n v e s t i -
gate re-
ports of a 
shooting 
with inju-
ry.

U p o n 
a r r i v a l , 
deputies 
l o c a t e d 

the victim, described only 

as “an adult male,” lying on 
the pathway near the resi-
dence.

The victim had lost a 
substantial amount of 
blood due to a gunshot 
wound to the upper leg, 
Nash County Chief Deputy 
Brandon Medina said in a 
press release.

Members of the Nash 
County EMS arrived at 

the scene and transported 
the victim to the Raleigh 
campus of WakeMed. At 
that point, the victim was 
rushed into surgery. He is 
expected to recover, Medi-
na said.

The suspect in the shoot-
ing, who was identified as 
27-year-old Jason Everette 

Nash deputies charge suspect in shooting
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