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Police charge suspect with assault after injuring man in fight

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A 25-year-old man with 
a prior record is charged 
with assault by strangula-
tion after attacking a man 
in a residence in the Cross 
Creek area on the north-
west side of the city earlier 
this month.

Rodrick Marshall was 
taken into custody after 
police responded to a call 
at 3:52 p.m. on July 7 to 

go to the 
2000 block 
of Mobile 
Drive, po-
lice Cpl. 
Clay Wilder 
said.

Officers 
found a 
26-year-old 
man sitting 

in a family member’s vehi-
cle waiting for emergency 
medical services person-
nel. They saw bruises and 

scratches about the man’s 
face, Wilder said.

Officers also saw the man 
appeared to have strangula-
tion marks around his neck, 
Wilder said.

Marshall was intoxicated 
and had been trying to fight 
everyone inside the resi-
dence when the man came 
out of his bedroom and no-
ticed Marshall was in the 
kitchen, Wilder said.

Marshall began walking 
toward the man and Mar-

shall threw the man into the 
kitchen counter, resulting 
in a deep fryer filled with 
grease being knocked over, 
Wilder said.

Marshall threw the man 
onto the floor and began 
punching him in the face 
and throughout the body, 
Wilder said. While the man 
was on the floor, Marshall 
wrapped the man’s arms 
around him and began 
choking him, Wilder said.

Shortly afterward, Mar-

shall pulled out a knife and 
pointed the knife toward 
the man, Wilder said.

Emergency medical ser-
vices personnel took the 
man to Nash UNC Health 
Care, Wilder said.

Marshall, of the 600 block 
of South Vyne Street, was 
taken to a magistrate and 
jailed under a $10,000 se-
cured bond at the Nash 
County Detention Center, 
Wilder said.

Marshall was released 

the same day after posting 
bond, Chief Deputy Bran-
don Medina said.

Marshall is due on Thurs-
day in Nash County District 
Court, judicial system re-
cords show.

State Public Safety re-
cords show Marshall was 
convicted in 2015 in Nash 
County for simple assault/
affray and in 2014, also in 
Nash County, for posses-
sion with intent to sell ille-
gal drugs.

Edgecombe 
reports 10th 
virus death

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The Edgecombe Coun-
ty Health Department an-
nounced Tuesday that an-
other person has died from 
COVID-19 in that county.

The announcement 
brings the death toll from 
COVID-19 in that county to 
10. The Edgecombe County 
Health Department has re-
fused to provide any infor-
mation about the cases or 
deaths, including the race, 
age and gender of the vic-
tims.

The number of new cases 
in Edgecombe County also 
is seeing a surge as 42 new 
cases were reported Tues-
day, increasing the cumula-
tive number of positive cas-
es from 407 reported on July 
16 to 449 cases reported as 
of Tuesday. The Edgecombe 
County Health Department 
only reports case totals on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Of the 449 cases reported 

so far, 382 people are con-
sidered recovered.

Edgecombe County is 
the focus of a new initiative 
by the state Department of 
Health and Human Services 
to reach underserved com-
munities with greater test-
ing efforts.

The DHHS announced 
last week that it is holding a 
number of community test-
ing events in Edgecombe, 
Halifax, Hertford, Johnston, 
Northampton, Sampson and 
Wake counties as part of an 
initiative to increase access 
to free COVID-19 testing for 
historically marginalized 
communities that currently 
have limited testing sites.

While the Edgecombe 
County Health Department 
will not release any demo-
graphic information that 

Testing to increase

Local man charged 
in girlfriend’s attack

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A 27-year-old man with a 
prior record is charged with 
assault inflicting serious in-
jury in connection with an 
attack on his girlfriend ear-
lier this month to the point 
she required hospitalization.

Devon Dancey eventually 
was arrested after officers 
at 5:03 a.m. on July 2 were 
called to Nash UNC Health 
Care, police Cpl. Clay Wild-
er said.

Officers found a 33-year-
old woman standing by in 
one of the rooms and could 
see a laceration underneath 
her chin, Wilder said.

The woman told officers 
she had gotten into an alter-
cation with her boyfriend 

and the 
woman in-
dicated to 
officers she 
had been 
choked and 
p u n c h e d 
in the face, 
c a u s i n g 
her to fall 
down, Wilder said.

The woman also had suf-
fered a blackout as a result 
of the attack, Wilder said.

The woman was trans-
ported by ambulance to the 
hospital and police secured 
an arrest warrant against 
Dancey, Wilder said.

Dancey, of the 200 block 
of East Bassett Street, was 
taken into custody on July 

Juneteenth declared city holiday
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City Council recent-
ly voted to make June-
teenth a paid holiday for 
City of Rocky Mount em-
ployees, but a councilman, 
while supportive of the 
recognition, first wanted 
assurances the funding is 
in place to counterbalance 
the subsequent expenses.

The item came up 
during a July 13 work ses-
sion, with City Manager 
Rochelle Small-Toney cit-
ing similar actions by the 
Wake County Board of 
Commissioners on July 
6 and by the Raleigh City 
Council the next day.

Juneteenth is the recog-
nition of the official end of 
slavery on June 19, 1865. 
That is when word final-
ly reached slaves in Gal-
veston, Texas, about the 
Confederacy having been 
defeated and the Civil War 
being over.

During the July 13 work 
session, Small-Toney said a 
Juneteenth holiday for the 
City of Rocky Mount would 
involve both a direct cost 
and an indirect cost.

Small-Toney said the di-
rect cost is $35,000, which 
is a standard figure to cover 
overtime pay for municipal 
employees as a result of 
being required to work on 
holidays.

Small-Toney said the in-
direct cost would be cov-
ered by the regular payroll 
and benefits, which already 
are budgeted.

“So in essence, the ad-
ditional cost to the bud-
get will really be about 
$35,000,” Small-Toney said.

After Small-Toney rec-
ommended making June-
teenth a paid municipal hol-
iday, Councilman Richard 
Joyner made a motion for 
the recognition and Coun-
cilman Reuben Blackwell 
seconded.

Councilman Lige 
Daughtridge said that while 
he supports Juneteenth be-
ing a municipal holiday, “I 
would like to see an offset 

in the budget.”
Daughtridge told Small-

Toney he believes he un-
derstands where she is 
coming up with the $35,000 
amount.

“I think we need to offset 
it somewhere in the budget 
to be fiscally responsible,” 
Daughtridge said in terms 
of the complete cost of pay-
ing employees who will not 
be at work that day.

Daughtridge noted the 
municipality was less than 
two weeks into the 2020-
21 fiscal year budget cycle 
and said, “I wish we could 
have included this in the 
budget.”
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Mafupa Goins of the Kenya Safari Acrobats limbos under a flaming limbo pole during the 2016 Juneteenth 
Community Empowerment Festival on the Douglas Block.
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GOP candidates to campaign in area
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Mark Robinson, the Re-
publican nominee for lieu-
tenant governor, and John 
Check, the Republican 
nominee in state House 
District 25, will hold a meet 
and greet event beginning 
at 7 p.m. Thursday at Car-
olina Eagle Distributing at 
3231 N. Wesleyan Blvd.

This will be Robinson’s 
first visit to the area since 
he won the Republican 
nomination in March.

Thursday’s event will be 
held outdoors under a large 

tent to al-
low for 
adequate 
social dis-
t a n c i n g . 
Fans will 
help cool 
the area 
and masks 
and water 
will be pro-

vided to participants who 
need them.

Robinson is a conserva-
tive African-American can-
didate who rose to social 
media fame for his impas-
sioned “I am the Majority” 
speech on gun rights de-

livered at 
a Greens-
boro City 
C o u n c i l 
m e e t i n g 
in April 
2018. That 
s p e e c h , 
w h i c h 
went viral, 
launched 

him into the spotlight as 
a common-sense con-
servative candidate. The 
speech can be seen at 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=o5TnYVn_1bY.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for people to get to 

know Mark,” Check said 
in an interview Tuesday. “I 
think he is the real deal and 
his down-to-earth values 
will benefit North Carolina. 
Robinson is also support-
ing me in my run for House 
District 25.”

Several items also will 
be raffled off at this event. 
The items include a Bear 
Creek AR-15 with two 
magazines and a carrying 
case, two hours of flying 
in an L-4 World War II ob-
servation airplane, a date-
night dinner for two at 
Deadwood Restaurant and 
other items.
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