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Company aids veterans’ home
BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

The Tri-County Veterans 
Group Home has served the 
needs of homeless and tran-
sitioning veterans for three 
years.

Located in the Edgemont 
National Historic District 
just a couple of blocks 
from Pineview Cemetery, 
the brick veneer home sits 
on a corner lot in a quiet 
neighborhood. It offers a se-

cure place 
for those 
who have 
s e r v e d 
their coun-
try and, 
for what-
ever rea-
son, need 
a helping 

hand.
The home is a function 

of The Mercer Foundation 
Inc., and on Friday, employ-
ees from the Rocky Mount 

office of Seegars Fence Co. 
were on hand to remove 
an old privacy fence and 
install a new one as part of 
the Goldsboro-based com-
pany’s Helping Hands pro-
gram.

Seegars Marketing Man-
ager Ben Harper said See-
gars, established in 1949, 
has long supported activi-
ties and programs in the 14 
communities where it has 
offices but made the de-
cision this year to do one 

community project a year 
per office.

He said the first such 
project was a fence at the 
Salvation Army in Golds-
boro.

The fence at the Tri-Coun-
ty Veterans Group Home is 
the second. Seegars’ Rocky 
Mount Manager Shawn Hol-
land has a special connec-
tion with the project since 
he is a veteran — an Army 

Authorities 
shut down 
heroin ring

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Eight people received stiff 
sentences in U.S. District 
Court after a partnership 
between law enforcement 
agencies and prosecutors 
put a heroin trafficking ring 
out of business.

Acting U.S. Attorney 
Norman Acker and Nash 
County Sheriff Keith Stone 
made the announcement on 
Friday during a news con-
ference at the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office.

“This prosecution result-
ed in the lowering of crime 
in this area, in this whole 
region — and specifical-
ly the lowering of violent 
crime and also the amount 
of drugs on the streets, spe-
cifically heroin,” Acker said.

According to Acker, what 

he called the Terrence Cly-
burn drug-trafficking orga-
nization would have the her-
oin transported from New 
Jersey to Scotland Neck for 
subsequent distribution in 
Nash, Edgecombe and Hal-
ifax counties.

Acker said Clyburn from 
roughly 2002 to 2017 was 
found to have been respon-
sible for trafficking more 
than 22 pounds of heroin — 
more than half a million dos-

Eight sent to prison

Feds take hard line 
against drugs, guns

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Nash County Sheriff 
Keith Stone was quick to 
make clear that punish-
ment in U.S. District Court 
of a person charged with a 
federal drug-related or vio-
lent-crime-related offense 
is going to be sincere and 
swift.

Stone also said he has 
a message for young peo-
ple who are members of 
gangs and for those who 
are dealing in illegal drugs: 
“Don’t get caught up in this 
because they’re long prison 
sentences.”

Stone said that when im-
prisonment is ordered by 

the federal court, “You’re 
not sentenced and going 
next door over here (in the 
Nash County Detention 
Center) where your family 
can visit you. You might be 
anywhere from Fort Leav-
enworth to anywhere in 
America.”

Stone has continued 
to make clear his office’s 
top priority is to go after 
gangs, guns and illegal 
drugs — and he has been 
working with the U.S. At-
torney’s Office in Raleigh 
to secure federal prison 
time for hardened trouble-
makers.

Stone on Friday was 

Campaign targets childhood inequities
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

A local day care center 
operator will be spear-
heading a social marketing 
campaign about childhood 
inequities with the help of 
a more than $300,000 grant.

Frenchy Davis, CEO of 
the Foundation Builders 
Academy Childcare Devel-
opment Center, announced 
the news this week in a 
news release. The nonprof-
it FD Building Foundation 
Inc., of which the day care 

center is a part, has re-
ceived a grant to fund an In-
equities in Early Childhood 
Systems Social Marketing 
Campaign from the Kate B. 
Reynolds Charitable Trust 
in Winston-Salem.

The project is designed 
to improve the lives of resi-
dents by addressing the dis-
parities that affect children 
in Nash, Edgecombe and 
Halifax counties. The Kate 
B. Reynolds Charitable 
Trust is funding the project 
in the amount of $330,000 
over three years, the dura-

tion of the project.
“The lives of the com-

munity will change as we 
address the disparities that 
exist in Nash, Edgecombe 
and Halifax counties by 
showing that African Amer-
icans and Latinos living at 
poverty levels often suffer 
the worst health and educa-
tion outcomes,” Davis said 
in the news release.

The campaign will in-
volve a detailed community 
planning process that will 
involve leadership from 
different segments of the 

community, Davis said in a 
later interview. A commu-
nity planning group will be 
formed to discuss the im-
pacts of disparities in the 
community, document ex-
isting local resources and 
assets, discuss the audi-
ence that will be addressed 
by the campaign, create a 
key message and establish 
goals.

The group also will hold 
focus groups to gain feed-
back from the community. 
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Seegars Fence Co. employees load concrete into a 
bucket to pour around fence posts Friday at the Tri-
County Veterans Group Home.
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Debbie Keel reads to children at the Foundation Builders Academy Childcare Development Center.

See FENCE, A6

See CAMPAIGN, A2

United Way honors volunteer award winners
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

The United Way Tar Riv-
er Region recently honored 
three local winners of the 
2021 Governor’s Award for 
Volunteer Service for their 
outstanding work in the 
Twin Counties.

The 2020 award recip-
ient also was honored at 
the ceremony as COVID-19 
restrictions prevented a 
reception from being held 
last year.

The Governor’s Volun-
teer Service Awards honor 

the spirit of volunteerism 
by recognizing individuals, 
groups and businesses that 
make a significant contri-
bution to their community 
through volunteer service.

“United Way Tar River 
Region proudly adminis-
ters this program as a ser-
vice for the governor’s of-
fice. Each year, the power 
of volunteerism is a driving 
force for United Way and 
our network of nonprofits 
throughout the communi-
ty,” United Way Executive 
Director Ginny Mohrbutter 
said. “We know the power 

of volunteerism and how 
important it is to recognize 
and value those who give of 
their time, talent and trea-
sure.”

Mike Smith, the United 
Way’s board vice president 
of resource development, 
presented Marilyn Malloy 
Jackson as the 2020 recip-
ient of the Governor’s Me-
dallion Award for Volunteer 
Service.

“Marilyn Malloy Jackson 
shows remarkable dedica-
tion to service education 
to the patrons at the Har-
old D. Cooley Library in 

Nashville,” Smith said. “She 
provides various supports 
to the patrons, including 
assistance with ‘Storytime’ 
that involves preschool-
ers, special-needs children, 
homeschool students, par-
ents, grandparents and 
caregivers.”

Tikela Alston, the library 
director who nominated 
Jackson, said Jackson is 
loved by the “Storytime” 
participants.

“She goes above and 
beyond to ensure that the 
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