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Council questions costs to televise meetings
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A City Council budget 
work session earlier this 
week included much back-
and-forth about having 
the municipality broad-
cast council meetings live 
in the future, given the 
cost as now shown by 
an engineering study by 
a Research Triangle Re-
gion-based expert.

Steven Thorburn, of 
the Thorburn Associates 
acoustical consulting firm 
in Morrisville, and Dorothy 

Brown Smith, communica-
tions, marketing and pub-
lic relations consultant for 
the City of Rocky Mount, 
on Monday fielded ques-
tions about a proposal that 
would cost $730,000 over 
two years.

Councilman Reuben 
Blackwell wanted to know 
if a complete redoing of 
the municipality’s present 
system is the only path to 
broadcasting the council 
meetings live or if a new 
system could be phased in.

Thorburn said, “We’re 
at a little bit of a loss here. 

We were under contract to 
develop this study just as 
COVID-19 hit. We’ve put to-
gether the best representa-
tion of what we’ve done for 
other cities, based on con-
versations with staff.

“Yes, there are ways to 
prioritize things, to look at 
them,” Thorburn said. “I 
haven’t been back in this 
room in three months. So 
we’re really trying to get 
our feet underneath us to 
give you a plan to go for-
ward.”

At the same time, Thor-
burn said, “There are things 

we can go back and look at.”
The proposal calls for 

spending $430,000 in fis-
cal year 2021, this to set 
up a system to broadcast 
meetings from the council 
chamber, with a significant 
amount of the cost being for 
production equipment.

The proposal calls for 
spending $300,000 in fiscal 
year 2022, with the focus 
being on having audio and 
video equipment installed 
in the nearby conference 
room.

The council had been 
conducting work sessions 

in that conference room pri-
or to the spread of the coro-
navirus and the resulting 
social distancing require-
ments.

During the work ses-
sion Monday, Councilman 
Lige Daughtridge pointed 
out that he and fellow new 
Councilman T.J. Walker 
looked at the upgraded 
broadcasting system in the 
Nash County Board of Com-
missioners room.

The Telegram has report-
ed that the work there cost 
about $98,000.

During the work session 

on Monday, Daughtridge 
repeated his support for 
broadcasting City Council 
meetings live, but he said 
the proposed figure “just 
seems pricey to me.”

Thorburn, in response, 
said to do live broadcasts 
with multiple cameras and 
switching equipment in-
volves lots of parts that add 
up in terms of price.

Thorburn also said 
Greenville’s government 
and Wake Forest’s gov-
ernment spent roughly 

New therapy 
used against 
coronavirus

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Even as the number of 
COVID-19 cases identified 
in the Twin Counties con-
tinues to grow, Nash UNC 
Health Care is participating 
in a program that allows 
the institution to use cut-
ting-edge convalescent plas-
ma therapy to treat qualified 
patients who are hospital-
ized.

As of Wednesday morn-
ing, the Edgecombe County 
Health Department report-
ed 211 cumulative cases 
of COVID-19 among Edge-
combe County residents. Of 
that number, 176 people are 
considered recovered and 
nine have died.

Nash County Health 
Director Bill Hill report-
ed 216 cumulative cases 
of COVID-19 among Nash 
County residents as of 
Wednesday morning. Four 
new cases were reported 

Tuesday night, he said.
Hill said he was pleased 

to note that the number of 
hospitalizations of Nash 
County residents had de-
creased slightly by Wednes-
day. Eight people were re-
ported as being hospitalized 
Wednesday morning com-
pared to a high of 10 hospi-
talizations on Monday.

Qualifying critically ill pa-
tients who are hospitalized 
at Nash UNC Health Care 
have the opportunity to use 
a relatively new treatment 
for COVID-19. The new 
treatment, which recently 
was approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion, is called convalescent 
plasma therapy.

Nash UNC Health Care 
is able to treat patients us-
ing convalescent plasma 
through the hospital’s par-
ticipation in the national Ex-
panded Access Program in 

Local cases still rising

Pinetops police arrest 
four in home invasion

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

Four suspects have been 
arrested and jailed in the 
Edgecombe County Deten-
tion Center in connection 
with an April 25 home inva-
sion in Pinetops.

Pinetops Police Chief 
Stacy Harrell said the inves-
tigation was in-depth and 
lengthy and resulted in the 
arrest of the suspects.

Harrell said Pinetops po-
lice received a call about 
12:30 a.m. on April 25 relat-
ing to a possible robbery on 
West Burnette Street.

Upon arrival, officers 
were told two male sus-
pects forced their way into 

the house, robbed the occu-
pants at gunpoint and then 
fled on foot.

Harrell said police uti-
lized street cameras located 
throughout the community 
along with other resources 
to begin the process of iden-
tifying the suspects.

Based on the results of 
the investigation, Harrell 
said arrests were made of 
four suspects:

 ■ Darrell Lamont Porter, 
33, no address, was jailed 
under a $375,000 secured 
bond in the Edgecombe 
County Detention Center.

 ■ Christopher Lamont 
Davis, 29, no address, was 

YMCA reopens with limited services
From Staff Reports

The Harrison Family 
YMCA reopened this week 
with limited services.

After Gov. Roy Cooper’s 
executive order on May 20, 
the YMCA was able to open 
its doors Monday to mem-
bers for swimming and out-
door exercise.

“Although our Y is not 
able to fully open our doors 
at this time, we are thrilled 
to be able to reopen in 
some capacity,” Harrison 
Family YMCA Marketing 
and Development Director 
Alyssa Matthews said in 
a press release. “Our top 
priority is to put the health 
and safety of our members 
and staff at the forefront. 
Our Y must open slowly 
and in stages to adhere to 
all guidelines from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the (state) 
Department of Health and 
Human Services and the lo-
cal health department.”

The Monday opening is 
considered stage 1 of the 
YMCA’s re-opening, Mat-
thews said. During stage 
1, the YMCA will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday for cus-
tomer service-related ques-
tions.

All outdoor group exer-
cise and lap and open swim 
times will be by reservation 

only. The pool will be open 
for reservations in 40-min-
ute increments from 7 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Various group ex-
ercise classes are available 
for reservations at 8 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. for 45 minutes. 
An outdoor walking club 
also is available at 9:30 a.m. 
on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.

The YMCA will be 
closed on Saturdays and 
Sundays during stage 1 of 
the re-opening process for 
cleaning.

“During this time, we are 
abiding by all safety guide-
lines and cleaning proce-
dures,” Matthews said. 
“All participating in activ-
ities must sign a waiver 
and abide by all guidelines 
while at the Y facility. There 
are signs around the build-

ing showing members what 
to do.”

The YMCA also transi-
tioned from emergency 
child care services for es-
sential workers to all-day 
camp after the governor 
opened child care services 
and now is offering Sum-
mer Day Camp.

“Our program has piv-
oted to serve children and 
families in the most mean-
ingful ways this summer,” 
Matthews said. “Safety pro-
cedures have been updated 
to follow all guidelines and 
keep these kids protected 
in our care. … Kids will 
be developing character, 
learning new things, mak-
ing new friends, playing in 
the sunshine, but playing it 
safe.”

The Summer Day Camp 

curriculum will include two 
hours per day of enrich-
ment time that has been 
shown through research to 
help close the learning gap, 
she said. Camp is available 
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday through 
Aug. 21. There is a weekly 
fee option and a three-day 
fee option, as well as finan-
cial assistance.

For more information 
about the reopening or 
to make a reservation as 
an active Y member, vis-
it harrisonfamilyY.org. To 
activate a Y membership, 
e-mail customerservice@
rmymca.org.

For more information or 
to register online for Sum-
mer Day Camp, visit har-
risonfamilyy.org/our-pro-
grams/summer-camp.
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The Harrison Family YMCA reopened Monday with limited swimming, outdoor exercise programs and summer 
day camp. Below, signs indicate which swimming lanes to use in the pool at the facility.
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