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Man sought 
for slaying 
area activist

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The Edgecombe Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office is asking 
for the public’s help finding 
a man wanted for the fatal 
shooting of community ac-
tivist Johnny Cunningham 
more than a month ago.

Michael Edward Palmer, 
42, is charged with first-de-
gree murder of Cunning-
ham, 60, the sheriff’s office 
said in a posting Wednesday 
on Facebook.

Cunningham, in addition 
to having long been an activ-
ist, frequently spoke during 
the public input phase of 
Rocky Mount City Council 
regular meetings.

Edgecombe County dep-
uties the morning of April 8 
went to conduct a welfare 
check at Cunningham’s res-
idence in the 3000 block 
of Old Battleboro Road, 

which is northeast of the 
city.

Cunningham’s body was 
found next to his truck in 
his driveway.

State law specifies 
first-degree murder as a 
killing carried out with a 
prior thought or prior plan. 
A conviction on a charge 
of first-degree murder can 
carry a sentence of life im-
prisonment or the death 
penalty.

A check of State Public 
Safety records shows a man 

Murder charges filed

Nash County honors 
top teacher, principal

From Staff Reports

Nash County Public 
Schools announced its new-
est slate of top educators 
this week.

School district officials 
announced in a statement 
that Cle’Andria Boone had 
been selected as the 2021-
22 Teacher of the Year and 
Timothy Mudd was chosen 
as Principal of the Year.

These educators learned 
of their award Friday during 
a private event.

“Top educators, adminis-
trators, board of education 
members and community 
partners traditionally gath-
er at Rose Hill Conference 
Center to honor various 
Nash County Public Schools 

educators, however for the 
last two years the annual 
event has taken on new 
twists,” Christine Catalano, 
executive director of com-
munication, planning and 
engagement for the school 
district, said in a news re-
lease announcing the win-
ners.

“As with many other tra-
ditional mass gatherings, 
the normal celebration over 
a meal and awards ceremo-
ny had to be canceled due 
to COVID-19-related restric-
tions on such events. In its 
place, district leaders co-
ordinated a limited in-per-
son event that maintained 
social distancing guidelines 

Event to unveil ‘End Racism’ mural
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A commemorative gath-
ering, which is being called 
a “reveal,” is set to start at 
3 p.m. on Sunday for the 
“End Racism!” mural on 
part of the pavement of 
Northeast Main Street in 
front of the Rocky Mount 
Event Center.

Councilman Reuben 
Blackwell made the an-
nouncement near the 
end of Monday evening’s 
council regular meeting 
by spending a few minutes 
reading aloud a statement 
the Rocky Mount Black Ac-
tion Committee requested 
be heard.

The Black Action Com-
mittee, which is going to 
be hosting the gathering, 
worked with locally based 
OCA Maintenance and art-
ists in the city to make the 
artwork a reality.

“It’s beautiful,” Blackwell 
said of the artwork.

“And it’s so exciting that 
these are all local young 
people right here in our 
community,” Blackwell 
said of those who engaged 
in the project.

The council in a 4-2 vote 
on Sept. 14, 2020, approved 
authorizing city staff to 
collaborate with the Black 
Action Committee on the 
artwork, at a cost not to ex-
ceed $20,000.

Blackwell’s son, activist 
Cooper Blackwell, is part of 
the Black Action Commit-
tee, which is a movement 
of young African Ameri-
cans that led a peaceful 
protest on May 31, 2020, at 
the since-removed Confed-
erate monument just south 
of the U.S. 64 interchange 
with Benvenue Road.

The gathering was held 
to call attention to African 
American George Floyd, 
who died on Memorial Day 
2020 while in police custo-
dy in Minneapolis.

Floyd’s death prompted 
protests and riots in numer-
ous cities and on April 20 
also resulted in the convic-
tion of now-former Minne-
apolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin on murder and 
manslaughter charges.

The mural is just on the 
Edgecombe County side of 
the railroad line that bisects 
Nash County and Edge-

combe County in Rocky 
Mount.

Reuben Blackwell made 
clear that he and others are 
quite aware of Edgecombe 
County being a hotspot 
in terms of the spread of 
COVID-19.

Blackwell said that peo-
ple who are going to attend 
the gathering on Sunday 
are being asked to engage 
in six feet of social distanc-
ing and wear masks. The 
hosts also will make per-
sonal protective equipment 
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Workers from Transformation Professionals clear debris Tuesday from around the dam on the Tar River at Rocky 
Mount Mills.
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Man charged in stabbing death of his mother
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

SPRING HOPE — A 
33-year-old Spring Hope 
man has been arrested and 
charged with homicide af-
ter the Wednesday morning 
stabbing death of his moth-
er.

Officers from the Spring 
Hope Police Department 
responded about 10:07 a.m. 
Wednesday to the scene 
on the 300 block of North 
Walnut Street in Spring 
Hope. They were called to 
the home in reference to an 

unknown circumstance but 
arrived to find 60-year-old 
Mildred Allen Frazier with 
multiple stab wounds to her 
upper body, Spring Hope 
Police Chief Nathan Gant 
said Wednesday.

Nash County Emergency 
Services were called to the 
scene and pronounced the 
victim dead.

Joshua Frazier, the son 
of the victim, was still at the 
scene when officers arrived. 
After an initial investigation, 
Joshua Frazier was taken 
into custody without inci-
dent, Gant said in a state-

ment.
“At this time, a motive 

for the incident is un-
known,” Gant said Wednes-
day night in a news release. 
“However, the investigation 
revealed that both individ-
uals were known to each 
other as the victim is the 
mother of the suspect. With 
the assistance of the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
the crime scene was thor-
oughly processed, and the 
murder weapon has been 
recovered.”

Detectives obtained a 
first-degree warrant against 

Joshua Frazier, Gant said. 
He was jailed without bond 
in the Nash County Deten-
tion Center.

His first court appear-
ance is scheduled for today 
in District Court in Nash-
ville.

Gant said the investiga-
tion into the homicide con-
tinues.

“This was an isolated 
incident, with no on-going 
threat to the public or sur-
rounding community,” Gant 
said in his statement. “This 
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Spring Hope Police Chief Nathan Gant surveys the 
scene of a homicide Wednesday on Walnut Street in 
Spring Hope.See STABBING, A5
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Part of the letter E in the ‘End Racism!’ mural in downtown Rocky Mount shows an 
image of Emmett Till, the 14-year-old African American from Chicago who in 1955 
was fatally beaten in the Mississippi Delta region. Till’s death helped spur the Civil 
Rights movement.
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