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Hospital expands visitation policy for holiday
From Staff Reports

Nash UNC Health Care is offer-
ing some welcome holiday news 
to people who have friends or 
family members hospitalized at its 
facilities.

The organization is revising its 
visitation policy to allow hospital-
ized patients to have two desig-
nated visitors over the Christmas 
holiday and beyond. The new 
visitation guidelines will go into 
effect on Monday and will remain 
in place until further notice.

The new policy is similar to the 
one instituted at Thanksgiving. 
Over the Thanksgiving holiday, 
Nash UNC revised its visitation 
policy to allow two visitors for in-
patients at Nash General, Critical 
Care, Cardiac Observation Unit 
and the Women’s Center, accord-
ing to a statement by hospital offi-
cials released Thursday.

The normal policy during the 
pandemic has been to have one 
designated visitor.

“The change in visitation policy 
over Thanksgiving worked well 

with the process we had in place 
— and as a result, we wish to con-
tinue this policy change through 
the holiday season and beyond,” 
said Lee Isley, president and CEO 
of Nash UNC Health Care. “As 
we continue our work to balance 
patient experience with safety, 
we will continue to monitor con-
ditions in our community, our 
COVID census in the hospital and 
guidance from the CDC, and will 
alter our operations as needed.”

Under the new visitation guide-
lines, only one visitor will be per-

mitted at a time to ensure social 
distancing is maintained in the 
patient’s room for both the safe-
ty of the patient and the visitor. 
The two designated visitors a 
patient selects can switch out as 
needed throughout their stay and 
will be monitored with a check-
in, check-out process at the front 
desk.

Exceptions to this limited vis-
itation policy will continue to be 
granted for extenuating circum-
stances such as end of life or for 
other special needs determined by 

the clinical care team.
All visitors will be required to 

follow all safety policies, including 
undergoing a touchless tempera-
ture check and health screening 
upon entrance, wearing a mask 
for the duration of the visit and 
following proper infection pre-
vention practices such as frequent 
hand washing, the statement said.

“With COVID-19 still affecting 
our community heavily, we urge 
the community to practice safety 

Area prison 
virus cases 
top in state

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Nash Correctional Insti-
tute has the dubious honor 
of having more active cases 
of COVID-19 than any other 
prison facility in the state.

The male medium-custo-
dy state prison located just 
outside Nashville usually 
houses about 620 inmates, 
said John Bull, communica-
tions officer for the Division 
of Prisons at the state De-
partment of Public Safety.

“All of the offenders at 
Nash Correctional Insti-
tution have been tested at 
least once for COVID-19 
and testing there is on-go-
ing,” Bull said Thursday in 
an interview.

According to state re-
cords, more than 1,600 
COVID tests have been ad-

ministered to inmates at 
Nash Correctional Institute 
since the pandemic began. 
The tests have been given 
to 640 inmates so far at the 
facility.

According to data updat-
ed Thursday afternoon, 149 
of the inmates have tested 
positive so far. Of that num-
ber, 37 prisoners are consid-
ered recovered.

With 105 active cases of 
COVID-19 at the facility, 
Nash Correctional Institute 
has the greatest number of 
active cases of coronavirus 
compared to other state 
prisons. There are 640 ac-
tive cases of COVID-19 in 
the entire state prison pop-
ulation.

Craven Correctional In-
stitute has the next highest 

One inmate has died

Council elects Joyner 
as new mayor pro tem

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

City Councilman Rich-
ard Joyner recently was 
chosen to be the mayor pro 
tem for 2021 by a 4-3 vote of 
the council that ended in a 
friendly tone.

What is key is that not 
only is Joyner the City of 
Rocky Mount’s No. 2 elected 
official going into next year, 
but by being the mayor pro 
tem, he also will be chairing 
council work sessions.

During the work sessions, 
the council discusses mat-
ters City Manager Rochelle 
Small-Toney and the council 
believe require a more in-
depth discussion and also 
hears presentations by mu-
nicipal department heads 

and outside 
experts and 
officials.

C o u n -
cilman An-
dre Knight 
had been 
serving as 
the mayor 
pro tem for 
2020.

Near the end of Monday’s 
council regular meeting, the 
item of the selection of the 
next mayor pro tem was 
brought up.

Councilwoman Chris 
Miller said the practice for 
the past number of years 
has been for the mayor pro 
tem position to be held on 
a rotating basis by council 

City to acquire downtown property
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City of Rocky Mount 
is going to spend slightly 
more than $260,000 to ac-
quire corner property on 
the northeastern side of 
downtown because the city 
administration said a failing 
culvert in the vicinity needs 
replacing.

The City Council on 
Monday voted 6-1 for 
the acquisition of 211 E. 
Thomas St. from Herman 
Theoplus Jones and Nina 
Williams Jones at a price of 
$260,000 and also to spend 
about $5,000 on the costs of 
closing the transaction.

Councilman Lige 
Daughtridge was the dis-
senting voice.

The item came up near 
the end of Monday’s coun-
cil regular meeting, with 
Councilman Andre Knight 
immediately making a mo-
tion for action and Coun-
cilman Reuben Blackwell 
seconding.

The property is at the 
southwest corner of East 
Thomas and Atlantic Av-
enue, next to The Prime 
Smokehouse Barbecue & 
Beyond and across from 
the grounds of the Rocky 
Mount Event Center.

Councilwoman Chris 
Miller asked for City Man-
ager Rochelle Small-Toney 

to address the need for the 
city to acquire the property.

Small-Toney, in response 
to Miller’s question, stated 
a public purpose based on 
the need to replace a cul-
vert in the vicinity.

When Mayor Sandy Rob-
erson opened the floor to 
questions or comments, 
Daughtridge said that while 
maybe he is confused, this 
was not his total recollec-
tion based on the council 
having discussed the item 
during a closed session.

The council discussed 
the item out of view of the 
public and the news me-
dia on Sept. 14, and after 
returning to open session 
voted 5-2 to authorize the 
municipal staff to enter into 
a contract for the city to 
purchase the property.

Daughtridge and Miller 
cast the no votes.

During Monday’s council 
meeting, Daughtridge said, 
“I’m opposed to the city 
purchasing more property 
to hold onto it to take it off 
the tax rolls.”

Daughtridge noted the 
presently on-hold plans for 
a downtown development 
project adjacent to the 
event center and to include 
a parking garage.

Daughtridge said his 
recollection was that the 
211 East Thomas location 
would be used for parking.

“And I just don’t think we 
need to spend this money 
when it could be spent on 
such things as affordable 
housing,” Daughtridge said.

Daughtridge referred 
to his opposition in March 

when the council majority 
voted in favor of going with 
Woda Cooper Companies 
as the development partner 
for between 50 and 60 units 
at the future Tarboro Street 
workforce housing site.

During Monday’s coun-
cil meeting, Daughtridge 
said one of his reasons for 
his opposition to that proj-
ect was the lack of enough 
parking downtown and the 
city having had agreements 
with Edgecombe Commu-
nity College and the Self-
Help Credit Union.

The Telegram in 2019 
reported that the city and 
Edgecombe Community 
College were to share ad-
joining parking lots along 
Tarboro Street, but that 
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The city is purchasing this property at 211 E. Thomas St. The city administration said a failing culvert in the 
vicinity needs replacing.
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