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Council votes to move Confederate monument
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City Council near the 
end of a work session on 
Tuesday voted 6-1 to remove 
the Confederate monument 
that dates back to 1917 and 
is located on the northwest 
side of Rocky Mount.

Councilman Reuben 
Blackwell made the mo-
tion, seconded by Coun-
cilman Richard Joyner, for 
the action. Councilman Lige 
Daughtridge, Councilman 
Andre Knight, Councilwom-
an Chris Miller and Coun-

cilman T.J. Walker voted 
yes, while Councilman W.B. 
Bullock voted no.

Blackwell’s motion calls 
for removing the monument 
from the current location 
to a place for safekeeping, 
this from any destruction 
or vandalism and until there 
is a determination at a later 
time about a suitable private 
location.

The monument is just 
south of the interchange 
with U.S. 64 and Benvenue 
Road and just south of the 
vehicle entrance to Battle 
Park.

The monument is in the 
council ward represent-
ed by Blackwell, who said 
there are neighborhoods 
right around the monument 
subject to vandalism and 
strife.

Blackwell said he does 
not believe anybody wants 
this, but he also said what 
he does not want is to con-
tinue to feel the way he does 
when he drives down Ben-
venue Road.

“I don’t even want to go 
to the park, because I don’t 
want to look at it,” Black-
well said of the monument.

“It’s something that me-
morializes murder to me 
and to people who look like 
me, rape to me and who 
look like me and econom-
ic subjugation to me and 
people who look like me,” 
Blackwell said.

Later in the discussion, 
Blackwell added, “My only 
desire to move the statue 
in a manner that can be 
preserved for folks to be 
able to look at it in a place 
they want to is because I’m 
trying to be bigger than the 

No tax hike 
in new Nash 
budget plan

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Nash County’s proposed 
fiscal year 2020-21 budget 
remains relatively flat com-
pared to this year’s budget 
and does not propose any 
property tax increase.

A public hearing on the 
budget is slated for 1:30 p.m. 
on June 15. The final draft of 
the budget is expected to be 
approved on June 29.

“It has been an unusual 
year and definitely an un-
usual budget period over 
the last few months with 
COVID-19 and the econom-
ic uncertainty that brings 
to our county, state and na-
tion,” Nash County Manager 
Zee Lamb said Monday as 
he presented the budget to 
commissioners.

Lamb said the $95,575,924 

budget, in its current form, 
is balanced. The proposed 
budget is $2,555 below the 
2019-20 budget.

“The budget provides the 
resources needed to ensure 
the delivery of governmen-
tal services in a fiscally re-
sponsible manner,” Lamb 
said in a budget message to 
commissioners. “The bud-
get is one of the best tools to 
demonstrate the board’s pri-
orities for the future of Nash 
County. The proposed bud-
get is a continuation of the 
financially sound and fiscal-
ly conservative practices es-
tablished and embraced by 
Nash County government.”

Most departments re-
mained flat in the budget 
while others gained or lost 
ground depending upon 

Spending unchanged

Protestors list demands 
to help address injustice

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Leaders of a protest in 
front of the Confederate 
monument this weekend 
stated an extensive list of 
demands, with a focus on 
business and commerce 
and social issues locally and 
regionally.

Although the main pur-
pose of the protest, which 
was held on Sunday, was 
to express outrage at the 
recent death of George 
Floyd after being subdued 
by police in Minneapolis, 
the latter part of the gather-
ing included remarks about 
matters in the Twin Coun-
ties and the surrounding 
area.

One of the speakers, 
Malik Darden, particularly 
drew applause and cheers 
from among attendees 
when he said, “The Confed-
erate monument, especially 
in Rocky Mount, must come 
down.”

Moments earlier, Darden 
began listing what he and 
his fellow protest organiz-
ers want from the city.

“We demand acknowl-
edgement and reparations 
for the genocide and dis-
placement of indigenous 
people and the enslave-
ment, societal, political 
and economic disenfran-
chisement of black people,” 
Darden said.

COVID-19 survivor shares her story
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

A 38-year-old Nash Coun-
ty mother was released 
from Nash UNC Health 
Care last week after spend-
ing 43 days in the hospital 
being treated for COVID-19.

Adrienne Burns, a local 
Walmart employee, agreed 
to share her story with the 
media so that others would 
know what it felt like to 
suffer from a severe case of 
COVID-19 and survive the 
experience.

Burns said she became 
sick about two months ago 
and initially thought she 
had bronchitis.

“I was able to access 
the Doctor on Demand at 
Walmart and the doctor 
prescribed some inhalers 
and steroids, but they did 
not help,” Burns said.

When Burns connect-
ed with the doctor online 
again, she was asked about 
her temperature. Burns 
said she did not have a ther-
mometer but did not think 
she had a fever. The doctor 
told Burns that she could 
not treat her without more 
information and sent her to 
the Emergency Department 
at Nash UNC Health Care.

“I went into that emer-
gency room and did not 
leave the hospital for 43 
days,” Burns said. “I re-
member them telling me 

that I had a fever of 102 
degrees and had double 
pneumonia. I really don’t 
remember much after that.”

Burns was diagnosed 
with COVID-19 and placed 
on a ventilator in the CVICU 
unit of the hospital where 
critically ill COVID-19 pa-
tients are cared for. For 
several days Burns said she 
was pretty much unaware 
of her surroundings.

“I was told that I tried to 
fight the nurses and they 
had to restrain me, but I 
don’t remember any of that. 
The doctors told me later 
that they were afraid they 
were going to lose me,” 
Burns said.

When she did become 
aware, she had to face the 
loneliness of her situation. 
The mental toll was hard, 

she said.
“No one was allowed to 

visit me, and I could not see 
my 11-year old son,” Burns 
said. “I was able to talk to 
some of my family on the 
phone and by video, but 
that sometimes upset me 
because my son wanted me 
to come home so bad. This 
is the longest time I have 
ever been away from him.”

What got her through the 
experience was her faith 
in God and the support of 
friends and family, she said.

“When I could talk to 
them on the phone, I would 
call them up and they 
would encourage me and 
remind me that God was 
with me,” she said.

She also had support 
from hospital staff.

“I love most of the staff,” 

she said. “There were some 
that really seemed to care 
for me, and others, not so 
much. But all in all, it was a 
good learning experience.”

Once Burns was able to 
get off the ventilator, she 
was moved to another ward 
on the second floor where 
medically stable COVID-19 
patients are tended. Be-
cause of the length of time 
Burns was on a ventilator, 
she required extensive 
physical therapy to rebuild 
her strength and ability to 
walk.

“I had to learn how 
to walk and feed myself 
again,” Burns said. “It felt 
like I was reborn because 
I was so weak. When I 
first was able to take a few 
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Adrienne Burns leaves Nash UNC Health Care after recovering from COVID-19. Below, Burns dances with a 
hospital staff member after being discharged from the hospital.
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The Confederate monument sits adjacent to Battle Park 
in Rocky Mount.See MONUMENT, A7
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