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Simpson vies in ‘America’s Got Talent’ finals
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Brooke Simpson of Hali-
fax County will be vying to 
become champion of the 
“America’s Got Talent” com-
petition tonight, and she is 
seeking support from area 
residents in helping her gain 
the title.

Simpson, a native of 
Hollister and member of 
the Haliwa-Saponi tribe, 
was one of 10 winners of 
the semi-finalist round last 
week. She won her spot as 

a finalist contender with her 
cover of Ed Sheeran’s “Bad 
Habits.”

Judge Simon Cowell said 
after that performance that 
she has earned her spot in 
the final showdown.

That showdown will 
come at 8 p.m. tonight on 
NBC. Voting for the perfor-
mances will begin tonight 
and end on Wednesday 
morning.

Simpson is no stranger to 
such competitions. In 2017, 
she won third place on Sea-
son 13 of “The Voice” after 

being coached by singer 
Miley Cyrus. Now, she fac-
es a different form of com-
petition as she vies against 
nine other acts from various 
genres.

“With America’s Got 
Talent, she is competing 
against people with all kinds 
of talents, not just singers,” 
Brooke Simpson’s father 
Mike Mills said Monday in 
an interview.

He and his wife Jimelle 
have nurtured Brooke’s 
talent since she began per-
forming at the age of two 

and toured with the Mills 
Family Singers during her 
youth.

Now a rising star in the 
music industry, Mills said 
his daughter was asked to 
compete on “America’s Got 
Talent.”

“Usually, people compete 
in local and regional com-
petitions before they get a 
chance to be heard by any 
of the judges on the show. 
But someone contacted her 
and suggested she try out 

Cops arrest 
mom after 
infant dies

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A woman and her boy-
friend are charged with 
committing criminal offens-
es, including manslaughter, 
in connection with one of 
her children dying after 
that child and her other 
child accidentally ingested 
an opioid at a residence at 
an apartment complex in 
Nashville, the town’s police 
chief said.

The woman, Jorese How-
ard, 24, of 220 Richardson 
Court, is charged with invol-
untary manslaughter and pos-
session with the intent to sell 
and deliver a controlled sub-
stance, Chief Anthony Puck-
ett said Monday in a news 
release.

The boyfriend, Kameron 
Harris-Brooks,  25 and who 
listed a Charlotte address, is 
charged with the same of-
fenses, Puckett said.

Generally, involuntary 

manslaughter is the killing 
of another person by reck-

lessness or 
negligence.

Howard 
and Har-
ris-Brooks 
also are 
c h a r g e d 
with child 
e n d a n -
g e r m e n t , 
P u c k e t t 
said.

Puckett 
said Nash-
ville police 
officers at 
a p p r o x -
i m a t e l y 
9 :36  p .m . 
on Sept. 6 
r e s p o n d -
ed to 220 
R i c h a r d -
son Court 

and assisted Nashville fire-
fighters and Nash County 

Boyfriend also charged

Federal judge sends 
drug dealer to prison

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A Nash County man was 
sentenced to 12 years and 
seven months in federal 
prison, both for commit-
ting a drug offense in 2019 
and for committing a crime 
while under federal super-
vised release after having 
served a reduced sentence 
for a previous drug offense, 
U.S. District Court records 
said.

Costa Pender, 39, ap-
peared on Wednesday be-
fore U.S. District Judge Lou-
ise Flanagan in New Bern 
and received Flanagan’s 
decision.

Flanagan ordered Pend-
er to spend 114 months in 

prison for 
conspiracy 
to distrib-
ute and pos-
sess with 
the intent 
to distrib-
ute crack 
cocaine and 
cocaine in 
O c t o b e r 
2019.

Pender also was sen-
tenced to 114 months for 
distributing a quantity of 
crack cocaine in June 2019, 
with that sentence to run 
concurrently, that is, along-
side the first sentence.

Flanagan also ordered 
Pender to pay a $200 special 

Teen organizes march stressing unity
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

Sixteen-year-old Kyliak 
Brockington of Rocky 
Mount wanted a “mandate 
for unity.”

To jumpstart his initia-
tive, he organized the 252 
Black Liberation March on 
Saturday from the Doug-
lass block to Martin Luther 
King Jr. Park.

“We need to stay united 
with each other and make 
sure that nothing can tear 
us apart,” Brockington said. 
“We can’t be seen hating on 
each other, turning on each 
other. We’re better togeth-
er.”

Local activist Cooper 
Blackwell told the crowd 
“the Black Lives Matter 
movement starts in the 
streets.”

“We as a community 
have to penetrate the sys-
tem in order to beat it,” he 
said. “One way we can do 
that is to unite. Black peo-
ple are power. We need to 
bring the trauma, the hurt, 
the pain out in the open and 
try to find ways to heal. I’m 
not here today to talk about 
solutions to what is hap-
pening in the Black com-
munity, I’m here to get you 
to rally around our cause.”

Blackwell singled out 
state Senate Bill 473, which 

was introduced in response 
to the Office of State Au-
ditor Beth Wood’s May 15, 
2020, report about a probe 
of the City of Rocky Mount.

“As a people, we have to 
be aware of what our gov-
ernment is doing and the 
decisions they are making 

that directly affect our 
people,” he said. “This bill 
is essentially saying that 
corruption in City Hall is 
the result of the actions of 
Black leaders. Senate Bill 
473 is going to stop Black 
progress in Rocky Mount. 
As a result of having strong 

Black leadership, the pow-
ers that be are taking big 
steps to stunt our growth. 
The bill threatens to charge 
Black leadership with felo-
nies and fines for small mis-
takes and oversights.”
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Kyliak Brockington leads the 252 Black Liberation March on Saturday in front of the Rocky Mount Event Center.

Kyliak Brockington speaks Saturday during a rally following the 252 Black 
Liberation March at Martin Luther King Jr. Park.
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Brooke Simpson performs during the semifinals of 
‘America’s Got Talent’ on NBC.
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