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Virus cases
still on rise
across area
Total passes 11,000
BY AMELIA HARPER
Staff Writer
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Steve Cederberg, left, and Tarrick Pittman talk last week at Unity Cemetery. The two are key organizers of a
group planning a community cleanup at the burial ground. Below, Samuel Battle points to a fallen headstone as
Pittman, left, and Cederberg look on.

Group plans to clean up cemetery
BY WILLIAM F. WEST
Staff Writer

When they were children, Samuel Battle and
Tarrick Pittman played
hide-and-go-seek at Unity
Cemetery.
Today as grown-ups,
Battle and Pittman want to
transform the historically African-American but
presently rundown-in-appearance burial ground
off Grand Avenue in the
eastern part of Rocky
Mount.
And Battle and Pittman
in the process want to bring
people together.
Battle and Pittman are
key leaders of a small group
preparing to have a community cleanup day from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Feb. 6 at
the cemetery.
A preceding community
prayer is set for 8:30 a.m.
Food trucks will be in position so participants can eat.
The group intends for
the community cleanup day
to be a kickoff of cleanups
to occur over an extended
period of time.
Battle, Pittman and
Steve Cederberg, who also
is a key part of the group,
showed the Telegram the
cemetery in more detail the
middle of last week.
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One can immediately see
quite a large location full of
tall trees yet with quite a lot
of the land overgrown with
brush, tall grass and weeds.
There are headstones that
have become obscured or
have collapsed and sunken
gravesites that are full of
water.
“Sadness goes through
my mind because I’ve never
seen nothing like this,” Battle said of the condition of
the cemetery.
Pittman said that such a
condition makes him and
the rest of the group more
determined to do something about the situation
“because it tells a history
of the city and the community, especially Ward
1 and especially the African-American community
around here.”
“I mean, it’s shameful,
actually,” Cederberg said
of the condition of the
cemetery. “It shouldn’t be
this way. These people de-

The cumulative number
of COVID-19 cases in the
Twin Counties has exceeded the 11,000 mark as the
state Department of Health
and Human Services just
released a new county alert
map Thursday that puts
both Nash and Edgecombe
counties in the critical
COVID impact category.
The state’s county alert
map assigns a color to each
county based on its COVID
metrics over the previous 14
days. According to the state
DHHS website, the color of
the state mostly is red now
as almost all counties are in

the red tier, which indicates
critical impact.
There now are 86 red
counties in the state, more
than ever before. Another 13 counties are listed as
orange counties, indicating
substantial COVID impact.
Only one county, Greene
County, is listed in the yellow tier.
By comparison, the previous county alert from Jan. 6
showed 84 red counties, 12
orange counties and four
yellow counties.
Edgecombe County is
one of the counties that has
turned red over the past two
weeks. It has now moved

BY WILLIAM F. WEST
Staff Writer

serve more respect than
this. We need to treat our
dead better than we treat
the living sometimes, I
think.
“With all the veterans
and Masons and reverends
and just regular townspeople and carpenters, the history itself is worth preserving,” he added.
Unity Cemetery can be
traced at least as far back
as the 1830s.
As family members either died or moved away
from the Rocky Mount
area, the location began
looking more like a forest than a burial ground,
although there have been
cleanup efforts in the more
recent past.
Meanwhile, the group
has had a landscaper clear

the cemetery’s main walking trail, which has made
access a bit easier.
Battle and Pittman are
particularly inspired to
clean up the cemetery because one of the bodies
of those buried there is
of Dred Wimberly (18491937), whose memory is enshrined in the Twin County
Hall of Fame.
Wimberly was born into
slavery in Edgecombe
County. He eventually
moved to Rocky Mount and
worked as a carpenter.
During post-Civil War
reconstruction, Wimberly
served as a state representative and a short time
later served as a state senator.
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A local man is behind
bars after police arrested
him in connection with a
recent report of shots fired
in broad daylight into a
residence along Braswell
Street.
Brian Melendez, 25, is
jailed under a $30,000 secured bond at the Nash
County Detention Center on
charges of feloniously discharging a weapon into an
occupied dwelling and feloniously committing assault
with a deadly weapon with
intent to kill, authorities
said and records show.
Melendez also is charged
with committing misdemeanor assault with a deadly weapon, records show.
Officers at 1:05 p.m. on
Tuesday responded to the

300 block
of
Braswell, police
Cpl. Ricky
Jackson
said.
The officers found
out
that
B r a n d o n MELENDEZ
Alcaraz
had been sitting on the
front porch when shots
were fired from a dark
sport utility vehicle and
that projectiles had entered
the residence, where two
juveniles were located,
Jackson said.
Alcaraz suffered a laceration as a result of broken
glass, Jackson said.
The residence is in the
immediate vicinity of the
Falls Road Historic District.
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School board approves changes to graduation requirements
BY AMELIA HARPER
Staff Writer

The Nash County Board
of Education voted at a
special called meeting last
week to approve a waiver
that will allow some students in the class of 2021
to graduate with 22 credits
rather than the 28 credits
normally required by the
school district.
The state of North Carolina only requires 22 credits
to graduate. However, Nash
County Public Schools re-

quires an additional six elective credits to graduate.
The waiver was proposed
as a way to offset some of
the effects of COVID-19 on
this academic year.
“Students have faced
many challenges related to
COVID-19. This waiver will
allow principals the opportunity to work with seniors
in their schools to ensure
that equitable outcomes
are present for all subgroups,” Chad Thompson,
executive director of secondary education and CTE,

said in his presentation to
the board. “This request is
similar to the mandate given by the N.C. State Board
of Education and NCDPI
for the class of 2020 last
spring. Students will be required to complete all core
area courses and exams
successfully that are mandated by North Carolina
legislation and the Future
Ready Core curriculum.”
Nash County Superintendent Steve Ellis requested
approval of the waiver from
the board due to COVID-19

challenges.
School board member
Ricky Jenkins said he did
not feel comfortable with
approving the waiver.
“I understand that these
kids have gone through a
lot — so has everyone,” he
said. “But we pretty much
gave them from March 13
till the end of school last
year. I just feel that if we
reduce this, it is not motivating the kids who have
continued to do everything
they were supposed to do.
I just can’t support this

knowing that a lot of kids
have gotten up and gone to
school everyday and turned
in their work and then we
are going to reward people
with something like a participation trophy.”
Thompson said the resolution was unanimously supported by the high
school principals in the district and would allow them
to have flexibility in working with seniors who may
be behind on their credits
and having trouble making
them up because of current
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circumstances.
Students still would have
to complete all core courses in subject areas including English, math, science,
social studies and health,
Thompson said. The six
additional credits that are
required locally usually include subjects like the arts,
physical education and career and technical education courses, he said.
School board member
Lank Dunton asked how
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