
www.rockymounttelegram.com      Volume 109, No. 100   —  $2.50 

Index

Council to review termination appeal process
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City Council on Mon-
day is going to take up a pro-
posal to amend the person-
nel ordinance to state that 
the city manager will have 
the final say in the case of 
an employee who contests 
a supervisor’s recommenda-
tion for termination.

During a council work 
session on Dec. 9 — and 
shortly before the new 
council was to be seated at 
the regular council meet-
ing — the previous council 

unanimously voted that the 
change be recommended 
for approval.

Shortly after the start of 
the Jan. 13 regular council 
meeting, as the council was 
about to approve the min-
utes of Dec. 9 council busi-
ness, new Councilman Lige 
Daughtridge brought up the 
personnel matter.

Daughtridge said his rea-
son was that the new coun-
cil members had not had 
the opportunity to hear or 
weigh in on the proposed 
change to the ordinance.

Daughtridge made a 

motion, seconded by new 
Councilman T.J. Walker, to 
table consideration of the 
recommendation from the 
Dec. 9 work session of the 
previous council.

Councilmen Reuben 
Blackwell and Andre Knight 
could be heard voting no 
and Mayor Sandy Roberson 
noted the dissenting votes 
aloud for the record.

Daughtridge’s successful 
effort to table means the 
matter is scheduled to come 
back up at Monday’s reg-
ular council meeting. The 
council did unanimously ap-

prove the minutes of busi-
ness from Dec. 9.

Monday’s regular coun-
cil meeting is set to start at 
4 p.m.

The proposed change 
to the ordinance was pre-
sented at the Dec. 9 work 
session by City Manager 
Rochelle Small-Toney after 
having been prepared by 
City Attorney Jep Rose.

The proposed change 
would prevent an employee 
from having the option of 
being able to have a recom-
mendation for termination 
heard by the city’s employ-

ee-based Peer Review Pan-
el.

There is no plan to change 
the right of an employee 
who is suspended or demot-
ed to be able to appeal to 
the Peer Review Panel.

During the Dec. 9 work 
session, Small-Toney said at 
the previous work session, 
there was discussion about 
a conflict existing between 
the municipal charter and 
the city manager’s authori-
ty to be the final person to 
decide issues regarding ter-
minations.

“And what we wanted 

to do is to resolve the con-
flict because that panel also 
was vested with the ability 
to also overturn or uphold 
terminations that are rec-
ommended by the director,” 
Small-Toney said.

Small-Toney said her rec-
ollection was that the con-
sensus of the council was 
to keep the Peer Review 
Panel in place, but to limit 
the panel’s authority to hear 
cases of recommended ter-
minations.

Rose told the council that 

No answers 
in homicide 
of area teen

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

DeQuan Xavier Dickens, 
known as “Noot” to his fam-
ily and friends, was one of 
18 homicide victims last 
year in Rocky Mount.

But he is more than just an-
other victim, his family says.

“I don’t want him to be just 
another person who was shot 
and killed, because he was 
more than that to his family, 
to the school he attended and 
to the young people he came 
in contact with,” said Quay 
Hill, a close cousin of Dick-
ens who the family considers 
as his aunt. “I can’t let him be 
just another body.”

Dickens graduated from 
Rocky Mount High School in 
June 2019, having earned a 
certificate in early childhood 
education, his family said. He 
loved children and planned 

to become 
an educa-
tor. He en-
joyed his 
job at Burg-
er King.

On June 
13, 2019, he 
turned 18. 
Less than a 
month later, he was killed.

Information released by 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department about Dickens’ 
death is sketchy. Officers 
responded about 1 a.m. 
on July 12, 2019, to 1132 
Long Ave. in response to a 
ShotSpotter activation call. 
They arrived to find a wom-
an wounded by gunfire and 
Dickens dead from multiple 
gunshot wounds, according 
to a press release at the time 
from Rocky Mount police.

Family seeks justice

Bradley tapped as new 
district extension chief

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

TARBORO — After 28 
years, Edgecombe Coun-
ty Extension Director Art 
Bradley Jr. is moving on.

Bradley, who grew up in 
the West Edgecombe com-
munity and joined the N.C. 
Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice in 1992, has been named 
as the Northeast District ex-
tension director.

Bradley started his new 
duties Jan. 15 and will wrap 
up administrative duties in 
Edgecombe County through 
the end of January.

While he will have an ad-
dress in Ricks Hall at N.C. 
State University in Raleigh, 
Bradley said he will be on the 
road most of the time, visiting 

counties in 
his 22-coun-
ty district.

“Most of 
the time, 
I’ll be out in 
the district, 
w o r k i n g 
with coun-
ty offices,” 
he said. “I won’t have any 
program responsibilities … 
no field crops. I’ll be talking 
with people and helping hire 
and things like that.”

Bradley said his diverse 
district ranges from Wake 
County in the west to Cur-
rituck in the east.

“I think there are more 
people in Wake (County) 
than all of the others com-

Shoppers flock to big furniture sale
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Garner resident Alice 
Coleman is quite a seeker 
of good deals.

So Coleman and a group 
left the Wake County town 
early Saturday morning 
to secure a position at the 
front of the line for the start 
of the annual Bulluck’s 
gigantic furniture sale in 
downtown Rocky Mount.

By about 6 a.m., Coleman 
and her group were right by 
the entrance to the site of the 
event, which is held in a for-
mer tobacco warehouse at 
218 N. Church St. The 2020 
event started at 9:30 a.m.

As for how she and her 
group could wait in the 
same place for such a long 
time, Coleman said, “We 
just sit here and watch ev-
erybody and talk — and eat 
and drink coffee.”

Asked whether she expe-
riences a bit of an adrena-
line rush doing this, Cole-
man said, “Of course. That’s 
why we’re here. It is great.”

She said she has been 
coming to the sale for as 
long as 20 years and that 
she and her group do not 
have a specific list of mer-
chandise to purchase.

“We’re impulsive shop-
pers,” she said. “If you look 
for anything, you won’t find 

it.”
Just steps behind Cole-

man were Mary Nell Thomp-
son of Raleigh and her group.

Thompson, who has an 
interior design business, 
said she has been coming 
to the sale off and on for 
about 20 years.

As for why she comes, 
Thompson said, “Just good 
deals — and it’s fun. It’s 
kind of like a sport.”

More specifically, Thomp-
son said, “It’s just the thrill 
of the hunt.”

She said she occasion-
ally shops for herself, but 
often for clients. She said 
one client needed a pair of 
lamps and another needed 
a coffee table.

She and fellow shoppers 
on Saturday arrived in a 
Rocky Mount with sunny 
skies and temperatures in 

the low 50s, but she was 
quick to note that she and her 
group have come and waited 
outside when temperatures 
were bone-chilling.

She said that one year, 
because conditions were 
icy, she and her group left 
Raleigh the afternoon be-
fore the sale and spent the 
evening in a hotel room in 
Rocky Mount so she and 
her group could more read-
ily get to the event.

Not long after the doors 
opened on Saturday morn-
ing, Donna Medlin of Roa-
noke Rapids began seeking 
the right lamp to purchase 
for her living room.

Asked whether she had 
found one, Medlin said, “I 
think I have.”

Medlin also said, “I’m 
going to keep shopping be-
cause I’m sure there’s other 

things here.”
Asked what else she had 

in mind, she said, “Maybe 
some furniture,” namely a 
table for her living room.

She is retired from hav-
ing worked at a dental of-
fice and said she has been 
coming to the sale for prob-
ably eight or nine years.

As for why she keeps 
coming back, she said, 
“Because they have differ-
ent things every year. And 
that’s what I like, things 
that are different.”

Laura Wooten of Wake 
Forest, a social worker 
at the Durham VA Health 
Care System, said she has 
been coming to the sale for 
probably four or five years.

“And it’s fun to be among 
the people and the crowds,” 
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Laura Wooten of Wake Forest tries out a recliner chair at the annual Bulluck’s furniture sale on Saturday in 
downtown Rocky Mount. Wooten began sending photographs via cell phone to her husband to seek his approval 
to purchase the chair and a matching chair. Scores of shoppers attended the sale, as shown below.
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