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Income inequality discussed at Chamber’s economic summit
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The Rocky Mount Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
recent economic summit 
hardly was confined to two 
economists and a top state 
educator providing their 
analyses.

PNC Financial Group 
Chief Economist Gus Fau-
cher, N.C. State Universi-
ty economics Professor 
Michael Walden and state 
Community College System 
President Peter Hans re-

sponded to questions from 
the audience.

Former state Sen. Angela 
Bryant, D-Nash, told Fauch-
er that as she was hearing 
his forecast for continued 
economic expansion na-
tionwide, she began think-
ing about the people in her 
sphere. Bryant said there 
are people in generational 
cycles of poverty and mid-
dle-class people who are 
struggling.

Bryant asked Faucher 
and the other two panel-
ists for their feelings about 

millions of people and, sig-
nificantly, people in Rocky 
Mount not benefiting from 
the economic growth. Bry-
ant also asked for the pan-
elists’ ideas about where the 
focus should be.

Faucher said while the 
longest expansion in the 
nation’s economic history 
is continuing, “That doesn’t 
ignore the fact that there 
are still significant prob-
lems in the United States 
with income inequality 
and wealth inequality. And 
we’re seeing this in our po-

litical system.”
Faucher said wheth-

er one looks at President 
Trump or presidential can-
didates Bernie Sanders and 
Elizabeth Warren, there is 
a sense that not everyone 
is benefiting from the eco-
nomic expansion.

“And I think that is going 
to be the big political issue 
in the 2020 election and be-
yond,” Faucher said.

He said he believes the 
question is not how to cre-
ate economic growth, but 
how to have a tax system, 

a spending system and an 
educational system to make 
sure everyone benefits 
broadly from the economic 
growth.

He said as the labor 
market gets tighter, he and 
fellow experts do see busi-
nesses hiring workers they 
would not previously have 
hired.

He said he and fellow 
experts believe they are 
starting to see some of that 
benefit from the tight la-
bor market spread down 
through middle-income and 

lower-income households.
At the same time, Fau-

cher made clear he agrees 
that, particularly in the 
earlier stages, most of the 
economic growth was at 
the high end of the income 
scale and not at the middle 
and lower ends.

“I think in terms of think-
ing about conditions for 
broader-based economic 
growth, it’s going to take a 
lot of effort on the part of 
the national government, 

Candidates 
begin filing 
for election

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Though it seems the 2019 
election cycle just ended, 
the filing period for the 2020 
elections has just begun.

The filing period for these 
elections opened at noon 
on Monday and will close 
at noon on Dec. 20. While 
the 2019 elections focused 
primarily on municipal rac-
es, the 2020 elections have 
much more at stake with nu-
merous county seats, school 
board seats, state seats and 

national seats up for grabs.
Locally, several candi-

dates already have filed to 
run at the Nash County and 
Edgecombe County elec-
tions boards.

Democrat James Gail-
liard has filed to run in 
Edgecombe County, hoping 
to retain his District 25 seat 
in the state House of Repre-
sentatives. He already faces 
an opponent in that race 
as Republican John Check 
also has filed to run in Nash 

Campaigns to start

Mills event to kick 
off holiday season

From Staff Reports

Rocky Mount Mills will 
host its second annual Tow-
er Lighting from 5-8 p.m. on 
Saturday.

The free event, present-
ed by Bailey’s Fine Jewelry, 
will feature a wide array of 
family-friendly entertain-
ment to kick off the holiday 
season. WRAL Anchor Jeff 
Hogan will serve as emcee 
for the evening festivities.

“We are excited to be a 
part of Capitol Broadcasting 
Company’s tower lighting tra-
dition again this year along-

side WRAL Studios in Raleigh 
and American Tobacco Cam-
pus in Durham,” said Julie 
Baggett, event services and 
marketing manager at Rocky 
Mount Mills. “It will be a night 
full of carols and horse car-
riage rides, plus a visit from 
Santa and more holiday fun 
following the lighting of the 
water tower.”

To mark the occasion, 
all five of the breweries at 
Rocky Mount Mills collab-
orated on a special “fest-
bier” that will be released 

Women take helm in Nashville
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

NASHVILLE — Nash-
ville’s new top elected offi-
cial made clear her policy 
during the final moments of 
the first town council meet-
ing she chaired.

“It is such an honor to 
serve as your mayor,” Bren-
da Brown told the audience 
on Tuesday evening. “And I 
don’t want you to see us as 
‘the good old girls’ or the 
‘good old boys,’ but I want 
you to see us as a team that’s 
pulling together for the ben-
efit of our town of Nashville.

“It’s a great town,” Brown 
said. “And we’re going to 
work together. We’re going 
to serve you. And I can’t de-
mand that you respect me or 
whatever, but I do ask you 

to give me an opportunity to 
earn your respect as mayor.”

Superior Court Judge 
Quentin Sumner swore 
Brown in as mayor shortly 
after the start of the coun-
cil meeting. Sumner next 
swore in returning Council-
woman Louise Hinton and 
swore in Lynne Hobbs as a 

new councilwoman.
After Sumner swore in 

Brown, Hinton and Hobbs, 
the next order of business 
for the 2019-23 council was 
to choose a mayor pro tem.

Hinton made a motion, 
seconded by Hobbs, in fa-
vor of Councilwoman Kate 
Burns to serve in the No. 2 

position. Councilman Larry 
Taylor also voted yes.

Nashville voters in the 
Nov. 5 election chose Brown, 
Hinton and Hobbs to each 
serve four-year terms.

Brown defeated Mayor 
Donald Street, who was 
first elected to the position 
in 2007. Street, prior to first 
being elected mayor, had 
served as a councilman 
since 2001.

Nashville’s council mem-
bers serve staggered four-
year terms and Nashville 
voters on Nov. 5 had to 
choose two people to serve 
on the council.

Hinton, who has served 
on the council since 2005, 
finished first in the elec-
tion. Hinton was followed 
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Outgoing Nashville Councilman Charles Taylor, left, greets Nashville Mayor-elect Brenda Brown, center, and 
Councilwoman-elect Lynne Hobbs prior to the council meeting Tuesday at the Nashville Town Council Chambers 
in Nashville. Brown and Hobbs were sworn in Tuesday and Taylor left his post. Below, Brown, right, receives 
congratulations from Superior Court Judge Quentin Sumner, left, after taking the oath of office. Brown’s son, 
Bart Brown, center, accompanied her for the ceremony.
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