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Halt of pipeline project draws mixed reactions
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Marvin Winstead is quite 
a happy man right now.

That is because Win-
stead on Sunday afternoon 
quickly found out Dominion 
Energy and Duke Energy 
jointly announced the inten-
tion to call off the approxi-
mately $8 billion Atlantic 
Coast Pipeline project, cit-
ing increasing costs and on-
going battles in the judicial 
system.

Winstead on Monday told 
the Telegram of having been 
against the pipeline since 
day one.

And Winstead told of hav-
ing to spend so much time 

fighting the project he en-
trusted, via a lease, the oper-
ations of his farm in central 
Nash County to a neighbor.

In speaking of day one, 
Winstead was referring to 
having received a letter in 
May 2014 notifying him of 
a proposal to cross his ap-
proximately 70-acre farm as 
part of a future route to pipe 
natural gas some 600 miles 
from West Virginia to North 
Carolina via Virginia.

And Winstead noted as 
late as last week, announce-
ments were being sent out 
by the two utility giants say-
ing they would be moving 
forward with the project, 
this given a 7-2 ruling on 
June 15 by the U.S. Supreme 

Court.
The ruling allowed part of 

the pipeline to be construct-
ed under part of the scenic 
Appalachian Trail.

“And then, of course, yes-
terday (Sunday), the abrupt 
about face in announcing 
that the pipeline was can-
celed was the best news I’ve 
had in six years,” Winstead 
said.

“My farm is safe, but ev-
erybody else benefits from 
this decision, too,” Winstead 
said. “The companies are fi-
nally doing the right thing.”

Winstead is a member 
of the non-profit regional 
Blue Ridge Environmental 

Coronavirus 
cases surge 
in one week

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

After more than a week 
of surging numbers, Nash 
County now has 200 
more confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 than Edgecombe 
County.

As of Monday, the Nash 
County Health Department 
reported a cumulative total 
of 533 cases of COVID-19. 
Of that number, 306 people 
are considered recovered, 
201 are isolated at home, 
20 are hospitalized and six 
have died.

The Edgecombe County 
Health Department report-
ed 333 cumulative positive 
cases on Monday. Of that 
number, 280 people are con-
sidered recovered and nine 
have died.

The total number of con-
firmed cases in the Twin 
Counties has now reached 

766.
The surge in numbers in 

Nash County comes after 
the most active week on re-
cord so far. From June 27 to 
July 3, the number of cases 
in Nash County escalated 
from under 400 to over 500.

On June 26, 388 cumu-
lative confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 were reported by 
the Nash County Health De-
partment. By the following 
Friday, 509 cases had been 
reported.

Nash County Health Di-
rector Bill Hill said he was 
disappointed to see the 
surge in cases.

“I was in high hopes a 
month ago that we would 
not have this increase,” Hill 
said Friday at a meeting of 
the Nash County COVID 
Emergency Response 
Team. “I really thought that 

Big increase in Nash

Candidate filing starts 
for school board seats

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The filing period to run 
for the Nash County Board 
of Education began Monday 
and will remain open until 
noon on Aug. 7.

Six seats on the Nash 
County school board are 
up for grabs this year. After 
one day of filing, two people 
have signed up to run.

The District 1 seat occu-
pied by Doneva Chavis is 
up for election this year. In 
a previous interview, Cha-
vis indicated that she does 
not plan to seek re-election. 
However, Chavis still has 
time to alter her plans.

The District 3 seat occu-
pied by board Chairman 
Franklin Lamm also will 
be on the ballot this year. 
Lamm has not yet signed up 

for re-election in the new fil-
ing period.

School board member 
Bill Sharpe’s District 5 seat 
is also up for grabs this year. 
Sharpe has not yet filed for 
re-election.

The District 7 seat held 
by Richard Jenkins is also 
open in the 2020 election 
cycle. Jenkins had not yet 
announced his decision to 
run for re-election.

Evelyn Bulluck has filed 
to run for re-election to her 
District 11 seat. Bulluck filed 
Monday at the Nash County 
Board of Elections. So far, 
she faces no challenger. 
This seat is in a cross-coun-
ty district as it extends into 
Edgecombe County.

The District 11 seat that 
was occupied by the board’s 

Storage facility opens for business
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The Rocky Mount Ample 
Storage is open for busi-
ness along Sunset Avenue 
in the Westridge area of the 
northwestern part of the 
city.

Parks Byrd, president of 
Ample’s parent business, 
Smithfield-based Lampe 
Management, told the Tele-
gram on Monday he and his 
team are elated to be able 
to provide future custom-
ers in the Twin Counties 
with a full-service storage 
facility.

Asked whether the 
telephone has been ring-
ing with calls or whether 
emails having been coming 
in from people who want 
to book a space, Byrd said, 
“Oh, absolutely, yeah.”

Byrd said he went to the 
location on Thursday after-
noon to deliver a golf cart 
for on-premises use “and 
two people drove up ready 
to rent.”

As for what he foresees 
regarding the location’s fu-
ture potential, Byrd said, “I 
think it will lease up really 
quickly. We were discuss-
ing that last week and again 
this morning.

“I think we’re very well 
positioned in town as far 
as our location in town,” 
Byrd said. “It does look 
like Rocky Mount is getting 
more healthy by the day 

and by the year.
“So I think it’ll be, hope-

fully, less than a 12-month 
fill up,” Byrd said.

Byrd said by full, he 
means operating with 90 
percent of the units in use 
by customers.

“So I think it’ll go inside 
of 12 months and if it does, 
I think will expand relative-
ly quickly,” Byrd said.

The Rocky Mount Am-
ple Storage is going to be 
open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays, 

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturdays and from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Sundays.

Customers are going to 
be able to enter the prem-
ises from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
seven days a week with a 
gate code and 24/7 access 
can be offered to custom-
ers who need to be able to 
bring in, store and take out 
items and merchandise at 
odd hours.

Byrd said the Rocky 
Mount Ample Storage has 
a manager, Terry Davis, as 

well as a full-time employee 
and a part-time employee.

The Rocky Mount Ample 
Storage offers climate-con-
trolled storage and drive-
up storage and also offers 
a truck with a 14-foot en-
closed bed for free, this 
for a customer needing to 
move items from a location 
into a storage space for the 
first time.

And the Rocky Mount 
Ample Storage sells locks 
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The exterior of the new Rocky Mount Ample Storage is shown here on Monday.

One of the climate controlled spaces of the Rocky Mount Ample Storage is shown 
here on Monday.
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John Huffman, center, carries a sign during a pipeline awareness walk organized by 
Nash Stop the Pipeline in 2016 in Red Oak.See PIPELINE, A5


