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Nashville delays vote on street closure request
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

NASHVILLE — After a public 
hearing Tuesday during the Nash-
ville Town Council meeting, the 
council members voted to table a 
decision to close a portion of two 
streets in Nashville to accommo-
date the expansion of the Nash 
County Detention Center.

Nash County is requesting the 
closure of Elm Street between 
Drake and Boddie streets and 
the closure of North Court Street 

from Elm Street to a point rough-
ly 110 feet north of Elm Street in 
order to accommodate the pro-
posed expansion of the jail and to 
enhance security measures along 
the perimeter of the facility.

Maj. Allen Wilson of the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office told the 
council that the closure would 
provide more safety and security 
as the jail expansion occurs.

“This expansion will be at the 
back of the current facility. Cur-
rently, that area has a parking area 
and it also has an exercise area 

that is used as a place to remove 
prisoners to in case of emergen-
cies. The new jail addition will be 
built very close to Elm Street. That 
takes away the safety buffer on 
that street that we currently have 
and takes away the ability to have 
a space to take the inmates to in 
time of need,” Wilson said.

Wilson said that closing Elm 
Street would provide an extra buf-
fer that would help prevent con-
traband from being passed to pris-
oners and provide more space and 
security as materials and supplies 

are loaded and unloaded.
Jonathan Boone, director of 

public utilities and facilities for 
Nash County, gave a presentation 
of what the closure would entail.

Based on the existing curb line 
at the intersection of Elm and 
Drake streets, the proposed build-
ing is expected to extend within 
five feet of the existing curb on 
Elm Street, Boone said. 

The proposed 94-bed addition 
will displace 15 parking spaces 
at the rear of the jail, the existing 
emergency inmate evacuation 

area and the on-site dumpster for 
the facility, he added.

“In order to access the loading 
dock, a portion of the existing 
county-owned parking lot on Elm 
Street will need to be vacated,” 
Boone said. “Tractor-trailers will 
be required to pull into a specially 
designed turnout in order to back 
across Elm Street. The facility cur-
rently receives five to six deliver-
ies per week.”

Nash County presented its orig-

Challenges 
with census 
faced by city

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City Council and the 
viewing public recently got 
the chance to find out the 
results of local efforts to 
gather data for Census 2020.

City Human Relations 
Director Archie Jones and 
his staff were tasked with 
making sure Rocky Mount’s 
households were proper-
ly counted. Jones gave an 
update during the Dec. 14 
council work session.

Much was at stake in 
2020 because the census is 
key in providing the basis 
for reapportioning congres-
sional seats, redistricting 
and distributing more than 
$675 billion in federal funds 
annually to support states, 
counties and communities’ 
vital programs.

During the work session, 
Jones provided informa-
tion about the self-response 
rates — that is, the per-
centages of households re-
sponding to fill out census 
forms on their own.

Jones showed that, as of 

Oct. 16, the 
day after 
the end of 
gathering 
data in 
the field, 
R o c k y 
M o u n t ’ s 
s e l f - r e -
sponse rate 
was 62.6 percent compared 
to 63.4 percent statewide 
and 67 percent nationally.

Tarboro’s self-response 
rate was 66.2 percent, while 
Nash County’s was 65.6 per-
cent, Wilson’s was 62.8 per-
cent and Edgecombe Coun-
ty’s was 58.7 percent.

Jones noted that since Oct. 
16 and with data continu-
ing to be processed, Rocky 
Mount’s self-response rate 
has increased to 62.7 percent.

Jones showed what he 
called the hard-to-count cen-
sus tracts on the Edgecombe 
County and Nash County 
sides of Rocky Mount.

A tract is a statistical sub-
division of a county or an 
equivalent entity.

Response rate lagged

Edgecombe deputies 
nab shooting suspect

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

A pair of New Year’s Day 
assaults left two men with 
serious injuries and sent a 
29-year-old Rocky Mount 
man to the Edgecombe 
County Detention Center.

Edgecombe County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies were dis-
patched on New Year’s night 
to a call about a shooting on 
Warwick Drive, about five 
miles outside of Pinetops.

Upon arrival, deputies 
found a male victim with 
gunshot wounds to the face 

and body. 
That victim 
was rushed 
from the 
scene to re-
ceive emer-
gency med-
ical care.

As the 
investiga-
tion progressed, detectives 
learned that another seri-
ous assault had taken place 
earlier in the night, leaving 
another man with serious 
injuries. The suspect was 

Chick-fil-A reopens after virus cases
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

One of Rocky Mount’s 
most high-profile restau-
rants was not doing busi-
ness late last month and 
early this month as a result 
of the coronavirus pandem-
ic, a Nash County Environ-
mental Health official told 
the Telegram.

The Chick-fil-A at Cobb 
Corners was closed from 
Dec. 24 through Jan. 4 
due to employees having 
COVID-19 and now is back 
open as a drive-through ser-
vice, Environmental Health 
Food and Lodging Program 
Specialist Lori Boone told 
the newspaper via email.

Specifically, Boone said 
Environmental Health was 

told by the restaurant that 
three employees were con-
firmed as having COVID-19. 
The Cobb Corners Chick-
fil-A was closed while the 
restaurant was cleaned and 
disinfected and employees 
were in quarantine.

The Telegram emailed 
restaurant operator Bill 
Lehnes, who replied by re-
ferring the newspaper to 
Chick-fil-A’s corporate me-
dia relations team.

The newspaper also had 
emailed Chick-fil-A’s corpo-
rate media relations team 
and had received a brief 
reply prior to Lehnes’ reply 
from a representative of a 
marketing relations firm on 
Chick-fil-A’s behalf.

The marketing represen-
tative, in that brief reply, did 

not communicate on the 
record, but the text of the 
reply did not contain any 
specific comment about 
the closure and reopening 
of the Cobb Corners Chick-
fil-A.

No word of the shutdown 
appeared on the restau-
rant’s Facebook page.

A sign posted on the 
restaurant’s door on Dec. 
30 read, “We are tempo-
rarily closed. We apologize 
for the inconvenience and 
look forward to serving you 
again soon!”

This is not the first time 
the Cobb Corners Chick-
fil-A, which is in the north-
western part of the city, 
was closed as a result of the 
pandemic.

The Telegram published 

a story on Oct. 6 after word 
of a shutdown first sur-
faced on Oct. 1 via a posting 
on Facebook. 

For that Oct. 6 story, the 
newspaper quoted a Chick-
fil-A corporate marketing 
representative as saying 
that the Cobb Corners 
Chick-fil-A, after learning 
team members were diag-
nosed with COVID-19, pro-
actively temporarily closed 
and took precautionary 
measures. The marketing 
representative said those 
measures included disin-
fecting and deep cleaning 
the restaurant.

The newspaper on Nov. 
10 published a story about 
the restaurant reopening.
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Event set to distribute free medications
BY PAIGE 

WALSTON MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

NC MedAssist is teaming 
up with Nash County Rec-
reation and Senior Services 
to host a Mobile Free Phar-
macy event.

People in need will be 
provided with free over-
the-counter medications, 
which include cough and 
cold medicine, vitamins, 
allergy medication, first-aid 
supplies and other medici-
nal products.

The event will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-

urday at the Claude Mayo 
Administration Building 
parking lot at 120 W. Wash-
ington St. in Nashville. 
People in need must be at 
least 18 years old to receive 
medication. Everyone will 
receive up to eight over-the-
counter medicinal items, 
free of charge.

While no identification 
is required, all participants 
are required to wear face 
masks at all times.

Due to the pandemic, 
the event will be held as a 
drive-thru service only. Res-
idents are highly encour-
aged to preorder their med-

icine online at https://bit.ly/
NASHOTC. To comply with 
current safety guidelines, 
participants must remain 
in their vehicles while vol-
unteers retrieve their med-
icine.

To ensure that everyone 
who needs medication 
receives it, additional op-
tions are available for peo-
ple unable to preregister 
online.

“Due to the pandemic, 
we had to create a new and 
innovative way to contin-
ue serving the community. 
We will be bringing close 
to $100,000 worth of OTC 

medicine to the event to be 
distributed to those most 
in need in our communi-
ty,” said Sheila Kidwell, di-
rector of foundations and 
communication at NC Me-
dAssist. “We understand 
there is a pressing need, 
especially in the midst of 
the cold and flu season. 
Our goal in this partnership 
with the Nash County Rec-
reation and Senior Services 
is to improve the health of 
the community, one family 
at a time.”

NC MedAssist is the only 
statewide nonprofit phar-
macy in North Carolina. See SUSPECT, A4
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The Chick-fil-A at Cobb Corners was closed from Dec. 24 through Jan. 4 due to employees having tested positive 
for COVID-19.
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