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Tarboro mayor won’t seek re-election next year
BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

While he has agreed to serve as 
mayor until an election is held in 
March 2022, Joe Pitt will not seek 
re-election.

He was appointed to fill an 
unexpired term in July 2017 and 
then won a full term that Novem-
ber.

Pitt made the announcement 
during the mayor’s comment sec-
tion of the agenda near the end of 
the July 12 town council meeting 
following the council’s unani-

mous vote to postpone the may-
oral election until March 8, 2022, 
because of a delay in receiving 
results from the 2020 Census.

Reading from a prepared 
statement, Pitt said it is his belief 
that the town’s elected officials 
should serve the shortest terms 
possible.

“Although this is difficult, I be-
lieve this is still true,” he said.

The mayoral election was orig-
inally scheduled for November.

Pitt said that by agreeing to 
serve until the March election, 
others thinking about seeking the 

office will have 
more time to give 
thought to the is-
sue.

“This will give 
any councilmen 
more time to 
think about what 
they might want 
to do in the fu-
ture,” he said. “I 

do look forward to serving in oth-
er capacities as needed.”

During Pitt’s tenure, the town 
has expanded downtown events 
and seen what is expected to be 

some small population growth 
when the census data is released. 
The town also has experienced 
a surge in the construction of af-
fordable single-family homes as 
well as the construction of an in-
come-based apartment complex 
on the old Hilma Country Club 
golf course.

During his term, the town — 
like every other in America — has 
battled the effects of COVID-19 
on the economy.

And like many other communi-
ties, Tarboro also dealt with the 
removal of a Confederate mon-

ument that had been located on 
the Town Common.

Unlike many communities, Tar-
boro’s monument was removed 
without demonstration or unrest.

The Telegram reached out to 
all eight current council members 
and posed the question: “With 
Joe’s announcement that he will 
not seek re-election as mayor, do 
you have any plans to run? Have 
you given it any thought?”

At press time, only Ward 4 
Councilman C.B. Brown had re-
sponded, saying “No, not at this 
time.”

Edgecombe 
virus cases 
surge again

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

New cases of COVID 
dipped slightly during the 
past week in Nash Coun-
ty but more than tripled in 
Edgecombe County as the 
delta variant of the virus be-
gins to dominate the COVID 
landscape in North Caroli-
na.

According to information 
presented to state lawmak-
ers by a representative of 
the federal Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion, roughly 80 percent of 
COVID cases in the state are 
from the delta strain of the 
virus.

“We are not able to track 
this on the county level, but 
the CDC is taking random 
samples from each state, 

which is how they likely 
arrived at the 80 percent 
figure,” Nash County Health 
Director Bill Hill said Tues-
day at a weekly meeting of 
the Nash County COVID Re-
sponse Team.

In Nash County, the num-
ber of new COVID cases 
dipped slightly this week 
with 22 cases reported Mon-
day over the previous seven 
days and 36 cases reported 
the week before. The new 
cases bring the cumulative 
number of COVID cases in 
Nash County to 11,532.

Of that number, 196 Nash 
County residents have died, 
the same number as report-
ed the week before.

The state Department of 
Health and Human Services 

Delta strain spreads

School districts differ 
on virtual academies

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

As local school districts 
plan for the coming year, 
Nash County Public Schools 
is rolling out its new virtual 
academy to meet the needs 
of families who prefer to 
keep their students out of 
the classroom, but Edge-
combe County will not offer 
a virtual academy at all.

One of the main reasons 
for the difference in ap-
proach is the size, resources 
and needs of each district.

Nash County Public 
Schools had an average 
daily membership of 14,832 
students during the 2019-20 
school year while the av-
erage daily membership at 
Edgecombe County Public 
Schools for that year was 

5,836, according to informa-
tion from the state Depart-
ment of Public Instruction 
website.

Both school districts have 
lost a considerable number 
of students since the pan-
demic began, but those fig-
ures are not available on the 
state website.

Edgecombe County Pub-
lic Schools Superintendent 
Valerie Bridges said last 
week at a meeting of the 
Edgecombe County Board 
of Education that surveys 
of the district have not in-
dicated sufficient interest 
in a virtual academy for the 
district.

“Staff members had 
two Zoom meetings with 
families who expressed 

Business blooms at new area nursery
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

A newly established mi-
nority-owned business, Four 
Seasonal Nursery, opened 
to the public on June 26 on 
South Church Street.

Owners Glover and Ka-
tonia Ford have more than 
70 years of experience and 
expertise that will prove 
invaluable to their Rocky 
Mount customer base.

Katonia Ford, a graduate 
of N.C. Central University, 
brings experience in cus-

tomer service and finance 
to the business.

Glover Ford is a graduate 
of N.C. A&T University, with 
a major in agricultural edu-
cation and a minor in hor-
ticulture. After he obtained 
his degree, he began teach-
ing at local high schools and 
community colleges.

“During my time as a 
teacher, I felt like the stu-
dents learned a great deal 
about plants with my guid-
ance because they could 
see the passion I had,” 
Glover Ford said. “While 

teaching high school, my 
students and I sold a variety 
of plants, including poinset-
tias and mums — just to 
name a few. The money we 
raised was for the Future 
Farmers of America.”

He said after retiring in 
January, he wanted to con-
tinue to grow and sell plants.

“We came up with Four 
Seasonal Nursery because 
I wanted to not only serve 
the community, but to also 
use my talents and educate 
people,” Glover Ford said. 
“As a matter of fact, I had 

a teacher come to see me a 
few weeks ago and wanted 
to know if I could just do 
a class on gardening. Of 
course I said I’d be glad to.”

Shanda Hill, a local sci-
ence teacher, recently 
braved the heat and took a 
trip to the nursery. She told 
the Telegram that she saw a 
posting on Facebook about 
the nursery and learned the 
owners were from Enfield, 
her hometown.

“I’m trying to support lo-
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Live theater set to return to Imperial Centre

From Staff Reports

The local summer pro-
duction series will return 
this week to the Theater 
at the Imperial Centre with 
performances of “The Little 
Prince.”

“The Little Prince” is a pro-
duction based on the book 
by Antoine de Saint-Ex-
upéry. It will include local 
youth ages 6-18, telling the 
story of a world-weary avi-
ator whose malfunctioning 
plane strands him in the Sa-
hara Desert.

Artistic and Managing 
Director Brooke Edwards 
will direct the production, 
while music direction will 
be led by Benjamin Griffith 
and Shawn Leonard.

“We have such a talented 
group of young people who 
have come together to tell 
this important story,” Ed-
wards said. “Our communi-
ty will be blown away from 
these performances, and I 
think it is an important sto-
ry to be telling right now. I 
think we have all learned, 
‘What’s important is invisi-

ble to the eye.’”
Showtimes will be at 

7:30 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and 2 p.m. on Sun-

day. Tickets will be general 
seating and are available by 
visiting imperialcentre.org 
or calling 252-972-1266.
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‘The Little Prince’ will be performed this week at the 
Theater at the Imperial Centre.
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Shanda Hill looks at the plants on display at Four Seasonal Nursery.
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