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City pays $38.5K to settle event center claims
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Mishandlings of gather-
ings at the Rocky Mount 
Event Center have cost 
local taxpayers more than 
$38,500 in settlement pay-
ments to three organiza-
tions.

Near the end of the Nov. 
25 City Council meeting, 
City Attorney Jep Rose said 
the council authorized a 
payment of $23,848 to Lu 
Visions and CT Willie Pro-
ductions.

Rose also said the coun-
cil authorized a payment of 
$13,202 to Team North Car-
olina Inc. and a payment of 

$1,500 to the Phillips-Bricks 
Alumni Association.

Rose said the payment 
to Lu Visions and CT Willie 
Productions involved a re-
union “that went not as well 
as we would have liked for 
it to have gone.”

Rose said the payment 
to Team North Carolina re-
sulted from issues in con-
nection with a gymnastics 
event.

Rose said he understands 
the payment to the Phil-
lips-Bricks Alumni Asso-
ciation resulted from the 
association having been 
promised certain things that 
did not arrive, primarily a 
stage for a reunion.

No additional informa-
tion was available from 
the city’s Communications 
and Marketing Department 
about the issues Team 
North Carolina and the Phil-
lips-Bricks Alumni Asso-
ciation had with the event 
center.

The massive multi-use fa-
cility downtown opened in 
October 2018.

During the Nov. 25 coun-
cil meeting, Rose noted that 
Louis Nettles, representing 
Lu Visions and CT Willie 
Productions, had appeared 
before the council.

The Telegram obtained 
the municipal government’s 
audio recordings of those 

appearances.
Nettles appeared at the 

Nov. 26, 2018, council meet-
ing and said he had a few 
urgent issues in connection 
with a reunion of nine area 
high schools he had pre-
sented at the event center a 
few days earlier.

And Nettles told the 
council he would like to dis-
cuss those issues “in a dis-
creet manner.”

Mayor David Combs told 
Nettles that Assistant City 
Manager Natasha Hampton 
would get his phone num-
ber and he would receive 
follow-up contact from City 
Hall.

Nettles appeared at the 

April 22 council meeting, 
that time speaking in detail.

Specifically, Nettles told 
the council there were 
“many contract defaults” 
and he gave a line-by-line 
statement of what had gone 
wrong the evening of Nov. 
23, 2018.

Nettles said the power 
went out three times and 
said an electrician was not 
on duty or on call to re-
spond.

Nettles said he had three 
people trained as electri-
cians who wanted to inter-
vene, but he said they were 
not allowed to do so “be-
cause of the catering man-
ager.”

Nettles also said although 
he had paid for use of the 
event center until 1 a.m., 
the guests, for no appar-
ent reason, were asked at 
11:48 p.m. to depart.

Nettles said he was told 
at an advance meeting, in 
Hampton’s presence, that a 
lady was no longer attached 
to his event and that the 
lady was being replaced by 
a man.

Nettles said the lady, 
however, took over from 
the man at the reunion “and 
basically attempted to run 
my event into the ground.”

Nettles went on to outline 

Law change 
takes effect 
for juveniles

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

North Carolina’s new 
Raise the Age legislation 
took effect on Dec. 1 and 
is ushering in a new era of 
juvenile justice in the state.

According to the state 
Department of Public Safe-
ty, the new law changes the 
way that juveniles ages 16 
and 17 are regarded in the 
state’s justice system.

“Effective Dec. 1, 2019, 
16- and 17-year-old individ-
uals who commit crimes 
in North Carolina will no 
longer automatically be 
charged in the adult crimi-
nal justice system. In 2017, 
lawmakers raised the age 
of juvenile jurisdiction for 
nonviolent crimes to age 18, 
following years of research, 
study and education on this 
topic. The ‘Raise the Age’ 

initiative became law only 
through a strong, bipartisan 
coalition of support from all 
three branches of govern-
ment, law enforcement and 
advocacy organizations, 
which continues today,” ac-
cording to the department’s 
website.

State Attorney General 
Josh Stein told the Telegram 
in a recent interview that 
the move is long overdue.

“We are the last state in 
the country that treated 
all 16- and 17-year-olds as 
adults, regardless of what 
crime they committed,” 
Stein said. “Every other 
state had recognized that 
teenagers’ brains are not 
fully formed. I now have 
two teenagers — I had three 
until last year — and teenag-
ers are responsible.

Measure targets teens

School groups to offer 
free holiday programs

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Local residents looking 
for an inexpensive way to 
celebrate the Christmas 
spirit while checking out 
the budding talent in the 
area have a wealth of op-
tions to choose from this 
holiday season.

Schools in the Nash-
Rocky Mount district are 
putting on almost 50 sep-
arate programs and con-
certs this holiday season. 
While some have already 
taken place, dozens more 
events are scheduled at 
schools and other venues 
in the next two weeks.

“The December con-
certs taking place at our 
schools and throughout 
the community are numer-
ous. Our performing arts 
students and their teach-
ers represent an enormous 

amount of talent and dedi-
cation and they are sharing 
it with all of us. I encour-
age you to attend some of 
these concerts to support 
our students and to expe-
rience the joy they add to 
this holiday season,” said 
Suzanne Taylor Weaver, 
K-12 arts specialist for 
Nash-Rocky Mount Public 
Schools.

Several schools have 
already participated in lo-
cal Christmas parades and 
tree-lighting ceremonies. 
The marching bands of 
Rocky Mount High School, 
Northern Nash High School, 
Nash Central High School 
and Southern Nash High 
School all took part in the 
Rocky Mount Christmas Pa-
rade on Dec. 1. Area schools 
also have participated in the 
tree-lighting ceremony in 

Mills event celebrates holiday season
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

Rocky Mount Mills kicked off the holiday 
season Saturday night with its second annu-
al Tower Lighting, presented by Bailey’s Fine 
Jewelry.

Good cheer filled the air as hundreds of 
people braved the cold and packed the cam-
pus of the restored cotton mill for food, fun 
and friendship.

The free event featured a wide-variety of 
family-friendly activities such as cookie dec-
orating with Winde Jackson, horse-drawn 
carriage rides, band and choral performanc-
es, hot chocolate with Books and Beans and 
a special visit from Santa and Mrs. Clause. 
WRAL TV anchor and reporter Jeff Hogan 
helped count down the start of the holidays 
as master of ceremonies during the event.

Traditional and modern Christmas car-
ols were performed by students from local 
schools including the Rocky Mount High 
School Marching Band, Englewood Elemen-
tary School Glee Club, West Edgecombe 
Middle School and Nash Central High 
School. The N.C. Wesleyan Choral Group 
also made a special appearance. Empower 
Dance Studio performed dance routines to 
Christmas songs.

Rocky Mount resident Lisa Slade attended 
the event with her daughter and grandchil-
dren.

“I am so excited that there is so much to 
do here at the mill tonight,” she said, “and 
not only is it family-friendly, it’s a safe envi-
ronment for the children.”

All five breweries on campus were 
packed with patrons who enjoyed a spe-
cial beer called ‘Tower Lighting Lager.” This 
“festbier,” which is brewed in the German 
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Camden Richardson, 4, right, laughs as he decorates a sugar cookie with his brother Kyle Richardson, 7, on 
Saturday during the second annual Tower Lighting at Rocky Mount Mills. Winde Jackson provided the cookies, 
buttercream icing and sprinkles at the event.

Top: Englewood 
Elementary Glee 
Club members, 
from left, Reyann 
Hatu, 10, Skyler 
Fisher, 9, and 
Kavion Mayfield, 
10, sing ‘The 
Christmas Tree 
Feud’ as the 
club performs 
Saturday during 
the second annual 
Tower Lighting at 
Rocky Mount Mills. 
Bottom left: The 
tower at Rocky 
Mount Mills glows 
with multicolored 
lights on Saturday 
during the second 
annual Tower 
Lighting event.
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SALE

LOCAL CHARITY

BUY A CAR

we will donate
 in your name to a

• Peacemakers Freedom School
• Boys and Girls Club

• Rotary Tackle The Tar
• Carolinas Gateway Partnership

THROUGH DEC. 23rd


