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City’s finance director submits resignation
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Longtime city Finance Direc-
tor Amy Staton is going to be bid-
ding farewell to the municipal 
government early next month.

Staton submitted her notice 
of resignation June 2, with her 
last day of employment with the 
City of Rocky Mount to be July 
5, a municipal spokesman told 
the Telegram in a brief email 
Wednesday evening in response 

to submitted 
questions.

The email 
did not provide 
the reason why 
Staton decided 
to leave as she 
approached a 
total of 25 years 
of working for 

the municipality, more than 14 
years of which have been as the 
finance director.

The email provided a brief 

statement from Staton saying 
she enjoyed her years serving 
the city.

“I’m excited about the oppor-
tunities that are ahead for me, 
but I also take comfort in know-
ing that I have played a role in 
helping maintain and advance 
the fiscal health of the city. I wish 
nothing but the best for the city 
and its residents,” Staton said in 
the prepared remarks.

The prepared remarks did not 
provide additional information 

about Staton’s future plans.
The email also provided a 

brief statement from City Man-
ager Rochelle Small-Toney not-
ing Staton had led the city on 
many successful projects during 
her nearly quarter of a century of 
service.

“Her strong financing knowl-
edge and experience will be 
greatly missed,” Small-Toney 
said in the prepared remarks.

The email said that Small-
Toney will announce an interim 

finance director before Staton’s 
last day of employment and 
that Small-Toney will conduct a 
nationwide search for a new fi-
nance director.

Staton has been receiving 
slightly more than $154,000 a 
year in base pay, according to in-
formation the Telegram obtained 
in March about the pay of key 
municipal officials.

Word of Staton’s resignation 

Nash board 
adopts new 
budget plan

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The Nash County Board 
of Commissioners on Mon-
day unanimously approved 
the budget for fiscal year 
2021-22 after a public hear-
ing at which no one spoke.

“This budget was the 
result of a lot of negotia-
tions over the past three or 
four months,” Nash Coun-
ty Manager Zee Lamb said 
at the regular meeting of 
the Nash County Board of 
Commissioners.

The new general fund 
budget is $100,334,574, 
which is nearly 5 percent 
higher than the general 
fund budget for the cur-
rent fiscal year. The overall 
budget, which includes not 
only the general fund but 
also the enterprise funds, 
special revenue funds and 
internal service funds, is 
$115,356,660. That number 
is nearly $6 million higher 

than the current fiscal year 
budget of $109,385,234.

The budget does not in-
clude any new tax or fee 
increases from the county 
directly, though three in-
dependent fire districts in 
the county are raising their 
rates, which are collected 
by the county, Lamb said.

The new budget does 
include funding for several 
new positions.

“There were numerous 
personnel requests with-
in the general fund. The 
following recommended 
changes that are included 
were considered the most 
critical to address the im-
mediate needs of the coun-
ty,” Lamb said in the budget 
message presented to com-
missioners.

Funding for a new full-
time communications 
specialist is included to 
assist the new public 

Tax rate unchanged

Assault suspect faces 
resisting arrest charge

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A 32-year-old man with a 
prior record is charged with 
assault with a deadly weap-
on in connection with a do-
mestic disturbance and with 
resisting a public officer ear-
ly last month, records said.

Maurice Quantele Lyons 
is accused of attacking Jo-
seph Lyons Sr. with two 
knives on May 2, Edge-
combe County District 
Court records said.

Lyons also is accused 
of obstructing city police 
Officer Michael Cotton by 
refusing to be placed into 

c u s t o d y, 
the records 
said.

Both of-
fenses are 
considered 
m i s d e -
meanors.

Officers 
responded 
at 6:50 p.m. 
to a report of an aggravated 
assault in the 300 block of 
Pennsylvania Avenue.

When the officers arrived, 
they saw Maurice Lyons 
running alongside a pick-up 
truck with a knife and stab-

Vikings pay tribute to fallen teammate
BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

TARBORO — It has 
been said that J.T. Winstead 
loved being at the ball park 
and loved being a Tarboro 
High Viking.

Players, coaches and 
fans from Tarboro High 
School and Pamlico Coun-
ty High School on Tuesday 
honored his memory by re-

membering him before the 
start of the game between 
the two teams.

Winstead, 17, was one of 
four teens killed in a traf-
fic wreck on June 3 in Pitt 
County.

A large crowd filed 
in to Municipal Stadium 
and hats from both teams 
were placed on the ground 
around first base, where 
J.T. took care of business 

for the Vikings.
There were hugs and 

tears and words of com-
fort for family, teammates 
and friends as they remem-
bered J.T.

A Facebook post on Tar-
boro 27886 shared J.T.’s love 
for the game and expressed 
the belief that J.T. would 
want his Vikings teammates 
to play Tuesday’s game as 
scheduled to honor their 

fallen first baseman.
Winstead was batting 

.300 with nine hits and 11 
RBI in 30 at-bats. He had 
three doubles and one 
home run.

The son of Thad and Lisa 
Winstead, Winstead also 
was an avid hunter and 
fisherman.

The Vikings took a 3-1 
win over Pamlico to im-
prove to 7-3 overall.
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Tarboro High School teacher Ricky Baab stands next to a photograph of J.T. Winstead on Tuesday at Municipal 
Stadium in Tarboro.

Groundbreaking ceremony held for new school

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Six elementary students 
officially broke ground 
Wednesday for the new Red 
Oak Elementary School 
that will be constructed 
on the campus of the cur-
rent Red Oak Elementary 
School in the northern part 
of Nash County.

The school, which is ex-
pected to accommodate 
roughly 750 elementary stu-
dents when complete, will 
combine students from the 
current Swift Creek, Cedar 
Grove and Red Oak ele-
mentary schools under one 
roof in a new, larger facility, 
which is expected to open 
to students by fall 2023.

Two student repre-
sentatives of each merg-
ing school were present 
Wednesday to ceremonially 
break ground on the new 
facility.

Nash County Board 
of Education Chairman 
Franklin Lamm spoke at 
the event with most mem-
bers of the school board by 
his side.

“We have come a long 
way to making this day 
possible,” Lamm said. “I 
would like to thank the par-
ents and students at these 
schools. We would also 
like to thank our county 
commissioners, for with-
out them this would not 
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Students participate in a ceremonial groundbreaking 
for the new Red Oak Elementary School on 
Wednesday in Red Oak. See CEREMONY, A5
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