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School board responds to county funding freeze
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

In the wake of a decision 
by Nash County commis-
sioners to withhold fund-
ing for a new elementary 
school until the Nash-Rocky 
Mount school board “agrees 
to work together with this 
Board of Commissioners 
in a spirit of cooperation,” 
school board chairman 
Franklin Lamm respond-
ed Thursday by releasing a 
proposed committee struc-

ture the school board had 
offered county commission-
ers earlier this month.

Christina Catalano, ex-
ecutive director of commu-
nication, planning and en-
gagement for Nash-Rocky 
Mount Public Schools, said 
the school board sent the 
document proposing a joint 
committee to discuss the 
construction of the new el-
ementary school to county 
commissioners on Jan. 9, 
roughly 12 days before Nash 
County commissioners vot-

ed unanimously to withhold 
funding for the project.

The proposal for the ad 
hoc committee states that 
“the Board of Education 
will consent to the use of 
committee if the follow-
ing conditions are met.” 
The document, which is 
attached to the online ver-
sion of this story, then pro-
poses that the committee 
be formed using five school 
board members and three 
members requested by 
county commissioners.

It also stipulates that “the 
Board of Commissioners 
would provide funding for 
Cumming Construction 
Management Inc. to pro-
vide project management 
services at the direction of 
the committee and Boards 
of Education and Commis-
sioners through the design 
and bidding phases” and 
that “(a) firm specializing 
in project management ser-
vices or the architect would 
be retained to provide proj-
ect management services to 

protect the owner’s interest 
during the construction and 
project closeout phases of 
the project.”

It is these conditions that 
caused county commission-
ers to veto the idea of such 
a proposed joint committee 
outright, Nash County board 
Chairman Robbie Davis said.

“We have made it abun-
dantly clear that we will not 
provide funds for the hiring 
of a project management 
firm because it is a waste of 
taxpayer money,” Davis said.

Davis said the timing of 
events also makes the offer 
questionable. While the pro-
posal, which school officials 
say was sent to county com-
missioners on Jan. 9, stipu-
lates that the proposed joint 
committee would “make 
recommendations to the 
Boards of Education and 
Commissioners regarding 
the selection of an entity 
to provide project manage-
ment services,” the school 

Shooting 
victim dies 
at hospital

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The victim of a recent 
shooting in Rocky Mount 
has died and the case now 
has been upgraded to a ho-
micide.

This is the second homi-
cide in Rocky Mount this 
year.

According to his obituary, 
Keivon Lamonte Bullock, 
19, died last Friday, a day 
after he was shot near the 
intersection of Gold Rock 
and Greyson roads.

About 4:50 p.m. on Jan. 
16, Rocky Mount police re-
sponded to a shooting with 
injury call at that intersec-
tion. Officers found Bullock 
at the scene suffering from a 
gunshot wound.

Officers rendered emer-
gency aid to the victim until 
the arrival of Nash County 

Emergency Medical Ser-
vices. He then was trans-
ported to a medical facility, 
where he succumbed to his 
wound the following day.

A funeral service for Bull-
ock will be held at 1 p.m. 
today at United Friendship 
Church. Visitation will be 
held one hour prior to the 
service. Arrangements are 
being handled by H.D. Pope 
Funeral Home.

Rocky Mount police still 
are investigating the ho-
micide and are requesting 
information from local resi-
dents. Anyone with informa-
tion concerning this crime is 
asked to contact the Rocky 
Mount Police Department 
at 252-972-1411, Twin Coun-
ty Crime Stoppers at 252-
972-1111 or Text-A-Tip (Text 
RMPOL) and a message to 
CRIMES (274637). The text 
is completely anonymous.

Case now a homicide

City announces new 
development director

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The Edgecombe County 
Planning and Inspections 
director has been named to 
lead the city’s community 
and business development 
department.

Cynthia T. Jones, who 
lives in Rocky Mount, is set 
to start on Feb. 24, the city 
said Thursday in a press re-
lease.

Jones is going to fill the 
position Assistant City Man-
ager Natasha Hampton has 
held in the interim due to 
Landis Faulcon having been 
placed on administrative 
leave before she eventually 
resigned.

The press release said 

Jones is 
b r i n g i n g 
nearly 20 
years of 
local gov-
e r n m e n t 
experience 
to Rocky 
M o u n t , 
with the 
past four of them being the 
planning and inspections 
director position in Edge-
combe County.

“Being a native of Rocky 
Mount, I want to be an asset 
to the citizens of Nash and 
Edgecombe counties I’ve in-
teracted with,” Jones said in 
prepared remarks.

“Working with different 

Assisted living center delays opening
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

NASHVILLE — A future 
assisted living facility along 
a busy thoroughfare on the 
east side of Nashville was 
anticipated to be open by 
autumn, but that turned out 
not to be the case.

Postings on social media 
in September said that the 
furniture had arrived at The 
Gardens of Nashville. The 
postings said that the fin-
ishing touches were going 
to be added and that the 
62-bed facility was close 
to welcoming its first resi-
dents.

The postings, which are 
on The Gardens of Nash-
ville’s Facebook page, ad-
vised interested people to 
contact Robin Waller, who 
directs new business sales 
for Affinity Living Group, 
which will operate the fa-
cility.

Reached by phone on 
Thursday, Waller told the 
Telegram, “We do not have 
a specific date and time of 
opening.”

As for any kind of esti-
mated date or target date, 
Waller said, “We’re hoping 
very soon.”

Waller said the company 

is awaiting state licensure 
to have the authority to 
operate the future facility, 
which is at 1022 Eastern 
Ave. adjacent to the Nash 
County Agriculture Center.

Waller also said the 
company is continuing to 
collect deposits for people 
who would be classified as 
private-pay residents at the 
facility.

Private pay can be a com-
bination of personal funds 
and insurance coverage or 
exclusively personal funds.

Waller said the com-

pany has reserved all of 
the rooms for people who 
would be classified as 
Medicaid recipients and is 
building a waiting list.

The Medicaid program, 
which was signed into law 
in 1965 and is operated by 
the federal government, 
is designed to help pro-
vide health care coverage 
to low-income families or 
people.

Overall, Waller said of 
the situation at The Gar-
dens of Nashville, “We are 
very, very disappointed. We 

wished that we had opened 
in a timely manner, but 
we’re waiting.”

Waller said the facility is 
completely and beautifully 
decorated and all staff have 
been hired and are under-
going required training.

Waller also said once the 
company receives word of 
the official go-ahead to be-
gin operating, the move-in 
process will start.

Affinity is based in Hick-
ory in the western part of 
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Tarboro Electric Department employees William Brown, left, and Dustin Britt work on an electrical outlet 
Wednesday on Main Street in preparation for a brick sidewalk to be installed on the block between Church and 
St. John streets.
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A driver heads into the parking lot of what will be The Gardens of Nashville assisted 
living facility. The company that is going to run the location had anticipated opening 
it in autumn but still is waiting to be able to begin serving clients.
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