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Police charge suspect with assaulting officer
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Two men are accused of 
stealing from the Walmart 
Supercenter earlier this 
month, but one of them also 
is accused of attacking a po-
lice officer and both of them 
are accused of resisting at-
tempts by police to be taken 
into custody, judicial system 
records said.

Kevin Darden Jr., 22, is 

c h a r g e d 
with felo-
ny assault 
inf l ic t ing 
p h y s i c a l 
injury to 
a law en-
forcement 
officer, fel-
ony assault 

by strangulation and misde-
meanor resisting an officer, 
while Montee Moore, 25, is 
charged with misdemeanor 

resisting an officer, Nash 
County District Court re-
cords said.

Additionally, Darden is 
charged with misdemean-
or larceny and Moore is 
charged with misdemeanor 
aiding and abetting larceny, 
the records said.

Officers responded at 
9:38 a.m. on Sept. 7 to the 
mega-retailer’s store at the 
Cobb Corners shopping 
center in the northwestern 

part of the city.
Darden is accused of hav-

ing carried away a variety of 
hygiene and cosmetic prod-
ucts valued at $62.51 and 
Williams is accused of hav-
ing helped him, the records 
said.

According to the records, 
Darden refused to comply 
with Senior Officer Phil Ci-
nal’s and Cpl. J.T. Kuhn’s 
commands to place his 
hands behind his back and 

Darden pulled away from 
officers after having been 
advised he was under ar-
rest.

Darden put Cinal in a 
chokehold, causing Cinal to 
nearly lose consciousness, 
the records said.

The records also said 
Williams obstructed Senior 
Police Officer R.H. Fried-
rich by refusing to comply 
with commands to let go of 
Cinal, whom Williams had 

grabbed.
Cinal suffered bruises to 

both sides of his jaw and 
neck and experienced diffi-
culty breathing and hoarse-
ness in his voice, the re-
cords said.

Bond for Darden was 
set at $15,000, secured, and 
bond for Moore was set at 
$3,000, secured, but nei-
ther of them ended up in 

Authorities 
aim to find 
absconder

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The Division of Adult Cor-
rection and Juvenile Justice 
is seeking an offender who 
absconded from his tran-
sitional housing in Rocky 
Mount, state Department of 
Public Safety officials said.

Mansur Foster is a 
43-year-old Black man who 
stands 5-feet, 9-inches tall 
and weighs 169 pounds, ac-
cording to a news release 
sent Thursday by Greg 
Thomas, public communi-
cations officer for Commu-
nity Corrections, which is 
part of the state Department 
of Public Safety.

“Foster has black hair 
and brown eyes. He has a 
pierced left ear (two holes), 
pierced right ear (two holes), 
a scar on his face under the 
right eye from a knife cut 
and multiple tattoos includ-
ing a ‘Darrell’ tattoo ring on 
his left finger, ‘Regina’ writ-
ten on his left leg, ‘Chicago’ 
on his neck and ‘James’ on 
his stomach,” Thomas said.

E a r l y 
local so-
cial media 
r e p o r t s 
stated that 
T h o m a s 
now iden-
tifies as a 
w o m a n . 
However, 
no one with the Department 
of Public Safety confirmed 
that information. He does 
sometimes go under the 
nickname of Mohagony, ac-
cording to records from the 
state offender registry.

Thomas told the Tele-
gram that Foster is now 
classified as an absconder, 
not an escapee, as has been 
widely reported.

Foster was participating 
in the Extending the Limits 
of Confinement initiative 
serving a portion of his ac-
tive sentence outside of pris-
on. Foster is serving active 
sentences for felony pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance and felony larcenies. 

Man remains at large

Rebuild effort slated 
to start second phase

From Staff Reports

The Berkshire neighbor-
hood this weekend is going 
to be the scene of a kickoff 
of a second phase of a com-
munity rebuilding effort.

The gathering is set for 
11 a.m. on Saturday at 701 
Lincoln Drive.

The Berkshire neighbor-
hood, which is in the south-
eastern part of the city, was 
in early December 2020 the 
scene of an open house at a 
residence off Duncan Drive 
having been transformed 

after having been vacant for 
half a decade.

The neighborhood is 
focused on community 
wealth building, which is a 
people-centered approach 
to local economic develop-
ment. The goal is to redirect 
resources back into the lo-
cal economy and to place 
control and benefits into the 
hands of local residents.

Attendees on Saturday 
are encouraged to wear face 
coverings as a protective 
measure due to the corona-
virus.

Woman accused of hitting man with car
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A woman is accused of 
running into a man with a 
car and then warning she 
was going to kill him and 
taking away his cell phone, 
judicial system records said.

Kayla Allen, 23, is 
charged with committing 
assault with a deadly weap-
on on Jimerian Baines, 
communicating threats to 
Baines and committing lar-

ceny from 
Baines, all 
on Aug. 
27, Nash 
C o u n t y 
D i s t r i c t 
Court re-
cords said.

Accord-
ing to the 

records, Allen used a 2007 
Toyota Camry to run into 
Baines and told him, “Bitch, 
when I get my new gun, I’m 
gonna kill you.”

The records also said the 
cell phone Allen took from 
Baines was valued at $999.

A police report of the 
incident said officers re-
sponded at 1:30 a.m. on 
Aug. 27 to the 1300 block of 
North Wesleyan Boulevard.

The report classified the 
incident as an aggravated 
assault, listed Baines as 24 
and identified Allen as his 
ex-girlfriend.

The local Police to Cit-
izen online link said Allen 

was arrested on Sept. 16 off 
N.C. 4 in Gold Rock.

The Nash County Dis-
trict Court records said that 
the charges Allen is facing 
are all classified as misde-
meanor offenses.

The records listed Al-
len as homeless, but Nash 
County Chief Deputy Bran-
don Medina said his records 
listed Allen as having listed 
an address in Zebulon.
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N.C. Wesleyan College President Evan Duff speaks during a ceremony officially installing him into office on Sept. 
17 at the Dunn Center on the college campus. Duff was named the eighth president of the college on June 10, 
2020, after serving in an interim role since June 14, 2019. His inauguration ceremony had been delayed due to 
the pandemic.
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Pinetops arrests lead to federal convictions
BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

Two men who were ar-
rested in unconnected in-
cidents two years apart by 
the Pinetops Police Depart-
ment have been sentenced 
to terms in federal prison.

Taquan Dominique Law-
rence, 27, was sentenced 
to 54 months on March 
11 in connection with a 
2018 case that occurred on 
North 2nd Street in Pine-
tops and stemmed from an 

investigation into narcotics 
sales and weapons viola-
tions.

During the execution of 
a search warrant, several 
firearms as well as narcot-

ics and equipment used for 
packaging and the use of 
narcotics were seized.

Lawrence, who is a con-
victed felon and had previ-
ously served time in state 
prison for multiple convic-
tions, was sentenced in fed-
eral court for possession of 
a firearm by a felon.

In the second case, 
45-year-old Troey Lee Rich-
ardson was sentenced to 96 
months in federal prison on 
July 21 on firearms charges.

Richardson’s case 

stemmed from a traffic stop 
conducted on July 20, 2020, 
in Pinetops.

Richardson was stopped 
for driving while his license 
was revoked and a turn sig-
nal violation. Additionally, 
he was determined to be 
driving while impaired.

Richardson, who is a 
convicted felon with an 
extensive criminal history, 
was found to be in posses-
sion of a firearm during this 
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