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City files response to EEOC about complaint
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

City Attorney Jep Rose said 
during Monday’s City Council reg-
ular meeting that the municipality 
has filed a response to a former 
municipal employee’s charge that 
she filed with the federal Equal 
Employment Opportunity Com-
mission against the municipality.

Rose made the statement after 
Councilman Reuben Blackwell 
asked Rose about the process and 

where the City of Rocky Mount is 
in relation to the complaint, with-
in the bounds of what can be pub-
licly shared.

Blackwell made the inquiry 
minutes after the former employ-
ee, Jacqueline Barnes, addressed 
the council during the public in-
put phase of the council’s regular 
meeting.

Barnes, who is retired from 
working for the city, claims that 
Elton Daniels sought sexual grati-
fication from her when he was the 

director of parks and recreation 
prior to being promoted to an as-
sistant city manager position.

Barnes also claims that no dis-
ciplinary action was taken after 
she filed a complaint with the city.

Barnes also claims that Daniels 
began to retaliate against her for 
the complaint, passing her over 
for promotions, refusing to grant 
requests for expenses needed to 
run the parks and recreation de-
partment and keeping her listed 
as an interim manager.

During Monday’s meeting, Rose 
said Barnes’ allegations are part 
of the charge with the EEOC and 
part of a confidential proceeding 
whose outcome is pending.

Rose said that the municipality 
is awaiting a response from the 
EEOC.

The EEOC is the federal govern-
ment’s watchdog against discrimi-
nation, harassment and retaliation 
in the workplace. According to 
the EEOC’s website, if the EEOC 
finds that discrimination has oc-

curred, then the EEOC will try to 
settle the charge but if the EEOC 
is not successful, then the EEOC 
has the authority to file a lawsuit.

According to the EEOC’s web-
site, when deciding to file a law-
suit, the EEOC considers several 
factors, such as the strength of the 
evidence, the issues in the case 
and the wider impact the lawsuit 
could have on the EEOC’s efforts 
to combat discrimination in the 

Mail delay 
stalls city 
utility bills

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

City Manager Rochelle 
Small-Toney told the view-
ing audience at the start 
of the City Council regular 
meeting Monday that due 
to an issue with the vendor, 
utility bills are on a delayed 
mailing schedule.

In the meantime, all util-
ity billing statements that 
have not been received with 
an end of October or No-
vember due date will not be 
subject to the imposition of 
late payment penalties.

Customers may phone 
252-972-1250 to ask the 
amount of the bill and the 
due date. Customers also 
may go in person to the 
Business and Collections 
Services Center at 224 S. 
Franklin St. or go online 
to https://ipn.paymentus.
com/rotp/crm to make pay-

ments.
Small-Toney did not spec-

ify what the issue is with 
the vendor but she apolo-
gized for the inconvenience 
and said the City of Rocky 
Mount is working diligently 
with the vendor to resolve 
that issue.

This is not the first time 
there have been problems 
with utility billing.

The Telegram on Aug. 19, 
2020, reported that police 
were having to fill out in-
cident and offense reports 
by hand and that the city’s 
system enabling a customer 
to pay his or her utility bill 
online was not functioning.

The municipal Facebook 
page said customers could 
use the drive-up service 
at the Business Services 
and Collections location of 
South Franklin and pay bills 

Vendor faces issues

Cops seek information 
in area man’s shooting

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A 24-year-old man is in 
critical condition at a hos-
pital in Greenville after he 
was wounded by gunfire in 
the early morning hours of 
Monday in Rocky Mount, 
police said.

Officers about 1:20 a.m. 
responded to a report of 
shots fired in the 1500 
block of Fountain Street 
in the Hillsdale area, po-
lice spokesman Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson said in a news re-
lease.

Shortly after officers ar-
rived, they were told of a 

shooting victim arriving 
at Nash UNC Health Care, 
Jackson said.

The man was transported 
to Vidant Medical Center, 
Jackson said.

Jackson did not provide 
the man’s name, but said a 
probe is continuing.

Anyone with any informa-
tion about this case is asked 
to phone police at 252-972-
1411 or Twin County Crime 
Stoppers at 252-977-1111.

Tips also can be texted 
to police via Text-A-Tip at 
274637 by beginning mes-
sages with RMPOL and 
typing up to 155 characters 
about the information.

Peacemakers to launch new school
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

Because the annual 
Peacemakers fundraising 
banquet was canceled in 
2020 due to COVID-19, or-
ganizers were determined 
this year to bring people 
together for a night of cele-
bration and worship.

Picnic for Peacemakers 
was the theme for the event 
on Thursday where attend-
ees wore jeans and dined 
on fried chicken, baked 
beans and potato salad at 
Englewood Baptist Church.

Executive Director Jesse 
Lewis said Peacemakers 
of Rocky Mount looks to 
“empower members of the 
South Rocky Mount com-
munity and surrounding 
areas with the knowledge 
and skills necessary to live 
successful and sustainable 
lives.”

“We strive to tangibly 
demonstrate the love of 
Jesus Christ in such a way 
that it results ultimately in 
the complete transforma-
tion of the community and 
its people,” he said. “We 
want to see our neighbors 

thrive. We do this by fo-
cusing on three areas: ed-
ucation, job readiness and 
housing development.”

Over the past four years, 
Peacemakers has been 
cultivating a vision to start 
a private school in South 
Rocky Mount. Head of 
School Imani Cooper an-
nounced Thursday that 
Southside Academy will 
open its doors in 2022.

Cooper said that “music 
and dance will be a part 
of the learning experience, 
where you can learn more 
about God while receiving 

an education where the 
cost of attendance is at lit-
tle cost to our families.”

Cooper went on to say 
that the need for a school 
in that community is neces-
sary because many schools 
don’t meet the needs of stu-
dents.

“To help steer children 
away from self-perpetuat-
ing cycles that lead to con-
tinual socioeconomic dis-
advantage and loss of hope, 
Southside Academy will 
provide comprehensive 
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Fundraiser to benefit Boys & Girls Clubs
From Staff Reports

Each year community 
leaders in the Twin Coun-
ties come together at the 
annual Steak & Burger Din-
ner to raise money for the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of the 
Tar River Region.

The fundraising event 
is designed to honor the 
youth and provide an op-
portunity for donors to ex-
perience firsthand the im-
pact the club is making on 
the lives of young people in 
the Twin Counties.

This year, the Boys & 
Girls Club of the Tar River 
Region will hold its 27th an-
nual Steak & Burger fund-
raising event virtually at 
7 p.m. Thursday streaming 
on Facebook Live.

“This is a night where 
we normally would have 
donors and our club mem-
bers interact face to face at 
beautiful Rose Hill,” Boys & 
Girls Clubs CEO Ron Green 
said. “Because of COVID, 
we will broadcast this event 
through your TVs, comput-
ers and mobile devices so 

that all can see the magic of 
the Boys & Girls Club.”

The virtual format will 
allow a broader audience to 
learn what the organization 
has accomplished through-
out the year. The evening 
will include appearances 
from Boys & Girls Clubs 
members, staff and board 
members. Also featured 
will be co-hosts Mayor San-
dy Roberson and Boys & 
Girls Clubs of the Tar River 
Region and North Carolina 
State Youth of the Year Eli-
jah Sellers.

The evening also will 
feature a special appear-
ance by international re-
cording artist and co-host 
of the television show “The 
Song,” Damien Horne. 
Horne is a top-20 hit song-
writer and has shared the 
stage with artists like John 
Legend, Keith Urban, The 
Commodores and others. 
Horne has given two TED 
Talks, shared his “Rise and 
Shine” journey at numer-
ous events and travels the 
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Imani Cooper, head of school at Southside Academy, speaks Thursday during the Picnic for Peacemakers at 
Englewood Baptist Church. The new private school is slated to open in 2022.
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