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Three of four labor organizers found not guilty
BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

TARBORO — Three of 
four farm labor organizers 
charged with second-de-
gree trespassing on Oct. 25 
at Greenleaf Nursery were 
found not guilty Thursday 
afternoon following a two-
hour trial before District 
Judge Ed Brown in the Edge-
combe County Courthouse.

“You hate to lose, but I 
guess three outta four ain’t 
bad,” joked defense attor-
ney Robert J. Willis. “I think 

you could say there was a 
little home cooking, but I 
think the judge called it as 
he saw it.”

Only defendant Leticia 
Zavala was found guilty. 
Brown fined Zavala $100 
and court costs and ordered 
her to stay away from the 
Greenleaf property, located 
at 2349 Chinquapin Road, 
seven miles southeast of 
Tarboro.

Greenleaf General Man-
ager David Hutsell, one of 
three people to testify for 
Assistant District Attorney 

Amber Hardy in the case, de-
clined comment when asked 
about the case’s outcome.

Zavala, Maria Perez, Ro-
lando Perez and Jackkie 
Castillo were charged in 
the case after they went to 
Greenleaf’s facility in an ef-
fort to pass out information-
al fliers to workers — both 
those directly employed by 
Greenleaf and those they 
say are co-employees of 
Greenleaf through farm 
labor contractor Salvador 
Barajas.

The four defendants were 

all employees of the Farm 
Labor Organizing Commit-
tee (FLOC), AFL-CIO, at 
the time of the incident and 
continue to work to orga-
nize farm laborers in east-
ern North Carolina.

Early in the trial, Willis 
tried to paint the picture of 
an obvious bias against the 
four Hispanics because they 
were attempting to organize 
the farm workers.

Hardy objected and Hut-
sell denied the claim, but on 
two occasions, Hutsell iden-
tified the 48-year-old Zavala 

as “that girl” during testimo-
ny to identify defendants he 
had seen.

Willis objected, noting 
that “Ms. Zavala is over age 
21 and is certainly not a girl.”

While the charges were 
filed over an Oct. 25 inci-
dent at Greenleaf, Hardy 
built her case on the fact 
the defendants had been at 
the work site the previous 
month with both Hutsell 
and HR/Operations Coor-
dinator Kimberly Johnson 
testifying they had both, 
at varying times, told the 

group they “were not wel-
come” at the site.

Hardy said that since the 
defendants had been told 
they were not welcome, 
they should have known not 
to come back.

Zavala said, “Nobody told 
us not to come back.”

On the day charges were 
filed with Magistrate G.A. 
Jones, Edgecombe County 
Deputy Lorenzo Whitehead 
was dispatched on John-
son’s complaint call.

Nash halts 
funding for 
new school

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Nash County commis-
sioners voted Tuesday to 
withhold funding for a new 
elementary school until 
school board members 
agree to collaborate more 
effectively with them.

The motion, which was 
made by Commissioner 
Fred Belfield and passed 
unanimously, states that 
the Nash County Board of 
Commissioners will “inform 
the (Nash-Rocky Mount) 
Board of Education that the 
Nash County commission-
ers have not established a 
capital budget ordinance 
to build a new elementary 
school.”

The motion goes on to 
state that “this capital bud-

get ordinance will be estab-
lished by the Board of Com-
missioners at such time as 
the school board agrees 
to work together with this 
Board of Commissioners 
in a spirit of cooperation to 
build the best school possi-
ble, utilizing the talents of 
both boards to do what is 
best for our children and 
for the taxpayers of Nash 
County.”

The motion was passed 
by county commission-
ers after a closed session 
during which they con-
sulted with board attorney 
Vince Durham concerning 
the matter, board Chairman 
Robbie Davis said Tuesday.

No discussion of this mat-
ter was held in open session.

Board opposes plans

Drug operation busts 
two suspected dealers

From Staff Reports

The Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office’s Operation Bliz-
zard narcotics investigation 
netted the arrests of two 
Bailey men and a consider-
able amount of cocaine.

Members of the Nash 
County Narcotics Unit, the 
Criminal Investigations Di-
vision and Patrol Platoon 
B followed up on an ongo-
ing narcotics investigation 
about 6:30 p.m. on Friday 
on Maudis Road in Bailey.

Deputies had received 
information that Francis-
co Javier Macias Jr. of Lee 
Road in Bailey was con-
ducting multiple narcot-
ics transactions near an 
open area on Maudis Road. 
During the investigation, 

deputies observed Ma-
cias driving his black 2006 
Chrysler 300C on Old Bai-
ley Highway near N.C. 97 
and followed him to Mau-
dis Road.

Deputies said they wit-
nessed Macias meet anoth-
er person and conduct a 
narcotics transaction, ac-
cording to a press release 
from the Sheriff’s Office. 
Nash County deputies ap-
proached both suspects and 
found Macias to be in pos-
session of about five ounces 
of powder cocaine.

A search of Macias’ ve-
hicle and passenger, lat-
er identified as Jose Juan 
Castillo of Maudis Road 
in Bailey, was conducted 

Bulluck’s prepares for annual sale
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Teams of people on 
Wednesday were prepar-
ing a former downtown to-
bacco warehouse to be the 
scene of an upcoming co-
lossal annual furniture sale.

The sale will be held at 
218 N. Church St. and is set 
to start at 9:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday. The sale is put on by 
Bulluck Furniture Co., just 
down at 124 S. Church St., 
and by Wildwood Lamps, 
which is Bulluck Furni-
ture’s wholesale division.

“It’s overwhelming,” Russ 
Barnes, one of the owners 
of the two family-owned 
businesses, said amid the 
mass of inventory. “It’s just 
a really fun sale to come to. 
The people who come here 
really enjoy it, seeing it and 
the values they get.”

That inventory is a com-
bination of one-of-a-kind 
showroom samples, over-
stocked items and scratch-
and-dent pieces.

Barnes said that the 
inventory includes prob-
ably 6,000 lampshades, 
thousands of lamps, more 
than a thousand pieces of 
furniture, probably 300 to 
400 chandeliers, tens of 
thousands of decorative ac-
cessories and hundreds of 
planters and pots.

As for what has been add-

ed for the 2020 sale, Barnes 
showed shelves of leather 
travel bags that a leather 
furniture supplier in India 
decided to craft for sale.

The genesis of the up-
coming sale can be traced 
to when Wildwood Lamps, 
which has been in business 
for 50 years, began having 
closeout sales and when 
Bulluck’s, which has been 
in business since the start 
of the 1900s, began having 
once-a-year furniture sales 
in January.

“And the combination of 
those two led us to have a 
sale of the decorative acces-
sories and closeout pieces 
that we had at the Bulluck 
furniture store,” Barnes said.

Barnes said by the time 
he joined the two business-
es in 1987, more room was 
needed to conduct the sale.

Barnes said the sale that 
people know of today be-
gan in 1987 across from the 
Bulluck store, in what was 
the Belk-Tyler department 
store annex.

Barnes said the sale has 
been held at the intersec-
tion of Benvenue and Hunt-
er Hill roads, at the site of 
the former Lowe’s Home 
Improvement and at what 
today is the site of the UEC 
Theatres.

Barnes also said the sale 
also has been held in the 
former Home Depot just off 
Hunter Hill and which today 

is Word Tabernacle Church.
Barnes said by the start 

of the 2000s, the sale was 
shifted to the former tobac-
co warehouse. Barnes said 
with the exception of one 
instance, the building has 
been the home of the sale 
ever since.

The building dates to 
1924 and is about 70,000 
square feet.

Barnes said he is hoping 
a couple of thousand peo-
ple will come on Saturday.

Barnes said probably 120 
people will be working on 
Saturday and that there will 
be 15 checkout counters in 
place.
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The annual Bulluck’s sale is set to begin on Saturday. Shown above are two key leaders of the event, Russ 
Barnes and Eliza Bowen. Below, Bulluck’s sales team member Sue Bulluck cleans furniture for the upcoming 
sale.
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