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N.C. Wesleyan approved to offer new MBA degree program
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

N.C. Wesleyan College 
has received final approv-
al for its new Master of 
Business Administration 
program and will begin its 
inaugural class on Jan. 6, 
2020.

The Rocky Mount Cham-
ber of Commerce offered its 
congratulations to the col-
lege when the decision was 
announced last Friday.

“Congratulations to 
North Carolina Wesleyan 
College on being fully ap-
proved by their regional 
accreditor, the Southern 
Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission 
on Colleges, for the Master 
of Business Administration 
program,” the announce-
ment from the Chamber of 
Commerce said.

According to a statement 
from the college, the MBA 
program will be offered 100 

percent online. The pro-
gram will consist of 33 cred-
it hours to accommodate 
those seeking work or who 
already are working, the 
press release said.

The one-year program 
will consist of five eight-
week sessions, two classes 
per session, and will end 
with a final capstone class.

The program is designed 
for students seeking to de-
velop their knowledge and 
broaden their skills in man-

agement and leadership. 
The curriculum is designed 
to enhance students’ ability 
to develop and implement 
organizational strategies 
that deliver business re-
sults. The MBA degree 
offers rolling admission, 
meaning those attend-
ing can start the program 
throughout the year at the 
beginning of any new eight-
week session, the state-
ment said.

“N.C. Wesleyan College 

has been equipping busi-
ness students to be industry 
leaders at the undergradu-
ate level for over 60 years. 
We are taking our exper-
tise in this subject matter 
to the next level. Our MBA 
will meet the region’s needs 
to having highly qualified 
managers and leaders at all 
levels of an organization,” 
Evan D. Duff, interim pres-
ident of the college, said in 
the release.

N.C. Wesleyan College is 

the only private, nonprofit 
college currently offering 
an online MBA degree in 
the region, according to 
the college website. Peo-
ple who are interested in 
learning more about the 
MBA program can go to 
https://ncwc.edu/academ-
ics/graduate-programs/
master-mba/ or contact 
Dani Somers, director of 
Adults Studies & Graduate 
Admissions, at dsomers@
ncwc.edu.

City moves 
top staffers 
to new jobs

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

There has been a ma-
jor change in part of the 
high-level administration at 
Rocky Mount City Hall.

Assistant City Manager 
Chris Beschler, who had 
been doubling as interim 
energy resources director, 
now is the permanent ener-
gy resources director.

Additionally, Parks and 
Recreation Director Elton 
Daniels has been named 
to Beschler’s now-former 
assistant city manager po-
sition.

The change was an-
nounced on Wednesday in 
a prepared statement by the 
city’s Communications and 
Marketing Department.

Daniels had been serving 
as parks and recreation di-
rector about 10 months pri-
or to being elevated.

Daniels will join Assis-

tant City Manager Natasha 
Hampton in the executive 
part of City Hall, but he is 
going to double as interim 
director of parks and recre-
ation until a replacement is 
hired.

Beschler had been an as-
sistant city manager since 
May 2018 and interim di-
rector of energy resources 
since July. Rocky Mount has 
a municipally owned elec-
tric and natural gas distribu-
tion system.

In the prepared state-
ment on Wednesday, Bes-

Two switch positions

Telegram launches 
redesigned website

From Staff Reports

The Rocky Mount Tele-
gram has launched a new 
version of its website that 
updates it with a responsive 
design, a new e-edition and 
more modern features.

The site went live on 
Tuesday and is easily view-
able on any device: phone, 
tablet, laptop and desktop. 
It features all the content 
available in the daily print 
edition and more, including 
breaking news updates, ex-
tended stories and addition-
al photos, photo galleries, 
live streams from the As-
sociated Press, links to the 
paper’s social media feeds 
and more.

The new e-edition — a 
digital replica of the print 

product — is easier to read 
and navigate and includes 
several interactive fea-
tures.

The site will be free to all 
users for a brief trial period. 
Starting Tuesday, all con-
tent on the site will be avail-
able only to subscribers. 
All existing print and web 
subscribers will be notified 
about usernames and pass-
words. Subscriptions are 
available for as low as $14 
per month.

The new site is cleaner, 
faster, more reliable and 
easier to navigate. The staff 
is continuing to make modi-
fications to ensure it is func-
tioning properly. Critiques 
are appreciated. Click the 
feedback link at the bottom 
of the page.

Tree lighting to honor loved ones
From Staff Reports

Lights of Love, an annual 
tradition aimed at honoring 
and remembering loved 
ones during the holiday sea-
son, will be held at 5:30 p.m. 
Dec. 3 on the front lawn of 
Nash UNC Health Care.

As Christmas trees are 
placed and decorated in the 
homes of Nash County res-
idents, Nash UNC Health 
Care prepares a tree to be 
decorated with lights and 
ornaments that are spon-
sored by families who wish 
to honor and remember 
their loved ones, friends, 

coworkers and caregivers.
The ceremony will in-

clude the official tree 
lighting, reading aloud the 
names of those who are 
being honored or remem-
bered, carols from a choir 
of children and grandchil-
dren of Nash UNC employ-
ees and light refreshments.

“Lights of Love is a 
time-honored tradition 
that many residents look 
forward to each year,” said 
Kathleen Fleming, Nash 
UNC Health Care Founda-
tion development officer. 
“This year we have decided 
to use a live tree to place 

outside the hospital for all 
to see, as well as the tree 
we normally place on the 
top of the hospital that can 
be seen for miles. Many res-
idents have shared that it 
is heartwarming to see the 
lights on the trees as they 
drive by and are reminded 
of the people they love.”

The tree will remain 
displayed throughout the 
holiday season on the front 
lawn of the hospital.

Lights of Love serves as 
a way for the Nash UNC 
Health Care Foundation to 
not only help those who wish 
to honor their loved ones but 

also to raise money for dif-
ferent areas of the hospital, 
including the Danny Talbott 
Cancer Center, Nash Pediat-
ric Emergency Department, 
Nash Women’s Center and 
numerous other projects.

To dedicate a light, orna-
ment or have a loved one’s 
name read aloud at the cer-
emony, all donations must 
be made prior to Nov. 22. 
Donations can be made by 
contacting Kathleen Flem-
ing at Kathleen.Fleming@
unchealth.unc.edu or by 
visiting NashUNCHealth-
CareFoundation.org/Light-
sofLove.
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Ashley Fabrizio paints an acrylic on canvas marsh landscape on Tuesday in her studio at Bel Air Art Center.

Public hearing set for school closures
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Swift Creek Elementa-
ry School is one of three 
elementary schools that 
are being recommended 
for closure, according to a 
school closing study pre-
sented last week to the 
Nash-Rocky Mount Board 
of Education.

Red Oak Elementary 
School and Cedar Grove 
Elementary School also 
are under consideration for 

closures and consolidation 
as the school district moves 
ahead with plans to build a 
new, larger, state-of-the-art 
school in the Red Oak area. 
A public hearing to discuss 
these closures will be held 
tonight.

Swift Creek Elementary 
School, which is located 
at 2420 Swift Creek School 
Road in Whitakers, serves 
roughly 246 students in 
third to fifth grades. It is a 
sister school to Red Oak 
Elementary School, which 

serves students in the same 
attendance area in kinder-
garten to second grade.

“All students within the 
Red Oak Elementary/Swift 
Creek attendance zone 
transition to Red Oak Mid-
dle School for sixth grade,” 
the study said. “Red Oak 
Middle is the largest mid-
dle school in the district 
with current enrollment at 
898 students for the 2019-
20 school year. Students in 
the Red Oak Elementary/
Swift Creek attendance 

zone not only had an added 
transition to a new school 
from second to third grade 
but also a transition from 
a very small school to an 
extremely large school en-
vironment when they go to 
middle school.”

Because of the need 
to upgrade or replace the 
school’s heating, air and 
sanitary filtration systems 
as well as other needed 
maintenance issues, the 
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