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Nash schools set to return to remote learning
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

As Nash County slides into 
red zone territory on the state 
COVID-19 County Alert System 
map, the Nash County Board of 
Education held emergency meet-
ings on Monday and Tuesday to 
vote on a new school reopening 
plan that means all students in 
the school district will be learning 
from home when school resumes 
after the Christmas holiday.

In what ultimately was an 
8-1 decision made Tuesday, the 
school board opted to delay the 
start of face-to-face instruction 
until Jan. 25, 2021.

The school dis-
trict had planned 
to add middle and 
high school stu-
dents to the Plan 
B learning model 
on Jan. 11. That 
scenario would 
have placed all 
students in the 
district who were 

willing to resume face-to-face 
learning back into classrooms on 
alternating weeks. For secondary 
level students, this would have 
been their first chance to learn in 
a classroom since last spring.

The decision to pull back to 
Plan C was made in response to 

the rising COVID-19 cases in the 
area. Nash County Public Schools 
Superintendent Steve Ellis and 
several school board members 
expressed concerns at Monday’s 
meeting about the rising number 
of cases and positivity rate in the 
county. Some members expressed 
the fear that the county was head-
ed to becoming a red tier county.

That fear was borne out 
Tuesday when the latest state 
COVID-19 County Alert map was 
released and Nash County, with 
a 11.1 percent positivity rate, be-
came a red tier county, indicating 
that the situation is critical. When 
the map last was updated on Dec. 
8, the county was in the orange 

tier.
Edgecombe County, which is 

home to some of the students in 
Nash County Public Schools, im-
proved its tier rating, moving from  
the red tier to the orange tier on 
the map unveiled Tuesday.

“Staff and student safety is al-
ways our primary concern. See-
ing the impact the Thanksgiving 
holiday had on COVID-19 metrics, 
the decision to delay reopening 
schools to allow for a two-week 
time period between the Christ-
mas holiday and bringing students 
back for face-to-face instruction 
was our wisest course of action,” 
Ellis said at Monday’s meeting.

The change means all students 

will begin second semester in-
struction in Plan C: remote learn-
ing. Nash County Public Schools 
students on the traditional calen-
dar will begin online instruction 
on Jan. 6, 2021. The district’s com-
prehensive and innovative high 
schools, CITI High and the early 
college high school will begin on-
line instruction on Jan. 5, 2021.

All students in pre-kindergarten 
through grade 13 who chose the 
option of face-to-face instruction 
will transition to Plan B: blended 
learning, with Track 1 students be-
ginning in-person instruction on 
Jan. 25, 2021, and Track 2 students 

City budget 
report offers 
upbeat news

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City Council and the 
online viewing audience re-
cently received an update 
about the municipality’s fi-
nancial performance from 
City Budget and Evaluation 
Manager Kenneth Hunt-
er containing much good 
news.

Appearing before a coun-
cil work session on Dec. 14, 
Hunter presented informa-
tion about the final quarter 
of what had been the fiscal 
year 2019-20 and about the 
first quarter of the current 
fiscal year 2020-21.

Hunter said due to the 
effect of the coronavirus 
pandemic, he and his team 
wanted to provide further 
details about what the city 
has experienced through a 
six-month period.

Hunter said the city staff 

has done an 
excel lent 
job of lim-
iting their 
expenses, 
both in the 
final quar-
ter of fiscal 
2019-20 and 
so far in fis-
cal 2020-21.

Hunter said the city is 
in a better position right 
now than he and his team 
thought they would be “and 
certainly in a good position 
as we head now into the re-
mainder of fiscal year 2021.”

Hunter also said that, re-
garding the city’s general 
fund, which is what is used 
to pay for ongoing expens-
es, he and his team in late 
March and early April re-
vised their forecast for the 
end of fiscal 2019-20.

Funds exceed forecast

Local church to offer 
free Christmas meals

From Staff Reports

Mount Zion First Baptist 
will host its annual “Christ-
mas Feast” from 2-5 p.m. 
Thursday at the church lo-
cated at 320 W. Thomas St.

The annual free holiday 
meal event was the brain-
child of the Rev. Wallace and 
evangelist Sharon Cherry.

“My wife and I are always 
glad to do this event and 
we are blessed to be able 
to bless those who are less 
fortunate,” said the Rev. 
Cherry, associate minister 
of Mount Zion First Baptist 
Church.

The event also honors 
local people who have had 
a positive effect on Rocky 
Mount. The honorees this 
year are Sue Avery and her 

husband, the late Bruce 
Avery. The Averys started 
Drummond’s Florist about 
40 years ago with a great 
commitment to the com-
munity. Sue Avery has con-
tinued to keep the Christian 
faith by sewing into the 
lives of the people around 
her, church leaders said in a 
press release.

Mount Zion First Bap-
tist Church was started in 
1867 — just two years after 
the end of slavery — and 
officially founded in 1871, 
making it the oldest Afri-
can-American congregation 
in Rocky Mount and the 
oldest Baptist church in the 
city.

The church also offers 

Car dealership boosts area nonprofits
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

Leaders of nonprofit or-
ganizations across the world 
have been on pins and nee-
dles this year as the pandem-
ic triggered many conversa-
tions about survivability.

More than ever, organi-
zations need a boost of re-
sources in order to provide 
clients with exceptional 
services and to ensure their 
needs are met.

Many of those needs are 
being met in the area, how-
ever, because of the gener-
osity of programs such as 
Davenport Autopark’s Com-
munity for Life program.

Graham Nelson, the car 
dealership’s sales manag-
er, on Tuesday presented 
checks to leaders of area 
nonprofit groups to cele-
brate their contributions 
and the local lives that will 
be positively affected.

The organizations receiv-
ing contributions were the 
United Way Tar River Re-
gion, Boys & Girls Clubs of 
the Tar River Region, Chris-
tian Fellowship Home, 
Harrison Family YMCA, 
Meals on Wheels, My Sis-

ter’s House, Peacemakers 
of Rocky Mount, American 
Red Cross, the Salvation 
Army, United Community 
Ministries and Tri-County 
Industries.

Modeled after Daven-
port’s Dealership for Life 
program, which was estab-
lished 14 years ago and still 
is going strong, Community 
for Life focuses on benefits 
to the community.

The concept is simple: 

When a customer purchases 
a new or pre-owned vehicle 
from the dealership, they are 
given a list of organizations 
the dealership has chosen 
as transformational to the 
community and the custom-
er is allowed to choose one 
to receive a contribution.

The dealership keeps a 
running count for each or-
ganization all year long and 
checks are written to each 
organization in December. 

If no selection is made, the 
dealership chooses the Unit-
ed Way Tar River Region to 
receive the contribution.

“We feel it’s our respon-
sibility to give back to the 
community because we 
are so blessed,” said Neill 
Nelson, president of Dav-
enport Autopark. “We work 
hard to have an efficient 
and productive workplace 
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A member of the congregation congratulates the Rev. Thomas Walker on Saturday during a drive-thru 
celebration of his 50th pastoral anniversary at Ebenezer Baptist Church.
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Leaders of area nonprofit groups received checks on Tuesday as part of Davenport 
Autopark’s Community for Life program.
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