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Residents breathe easier after mask rule lifted
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Local reaction to Gov. 
Roy Cooper’s most recent 
executive order removing 
the mask mandate for North 
Carolinians in most situa-
tions was mostly favorable 
Friday, though not everyone 
plans to take full advantage 
of their newfound freedom.

Cooper announced the 
new order Friday afternoon 
at a news conference, mak-
ing it effective immediately. 

The executive order will re-
main in place until June 11 
when its provisions will be 
revisited.

Local resident Norma 
Jordan was shopping with-
out a mask Friday afternoon 
at Smith’s Red and White 
Grocery in Dortches. She 
said she had already learned 
of Cooper’s decision to lift 
the mask mandate in most 
situations.

“I am tickled to death. 
I think it was not soon 
enough, if you have been 

vaccinated against COVID 
like I have,” she said. “They 
drug this out far too long.”

Quincy Hunter also was 
shopping Friday at Smith’s 
Grocery, but she was wear-
ing her mask. Hunter said 
she was not aware that the 
mask mandate had changed 
but said she planned to con-
tinue on as she had been 
doing.

“I will plan to wear my 
mask a little while longer. I 
have been vaccinated with 
both shots, but it is better to 

be safe than sorry,” she said.
Her take on the situation 

echoed the advice that Nash 
County Health Director Bill 
Hill offered.

“I still think that wearing 
masks is a good idea,” Hill 
said Thursday after the CDC 
issued its recommendation 
concerning loosening mask 
guidelines for vaccinated in-
dividuals. “Masks still offer 
an extra level of protection. 
Since I am fully vaccinated, 

Data shows 
most crime 
down in city

BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The police department 
has continued to be busy re-
sponding to aggravated as-
saults and reports of shots 
fired, but the good news is 
there has been an overall 
decrease in crime.

Police Chief Robert Has-
sell on May 10 provided the 
City Council with the most 
recent monthly report of 
crime data, which is for 
April.

The data showed there 
were 101 calls about shots 
fired or heard fired, with 30 
calls resulting in shell cas-
ings being found with a total 
of 149 shell casings found.

Of those 101 calls, police 

responded because people 
phoned authorities to report 
shots being fired or because 
of ShotSpotter activations. 
ShotSpotter is a system of 
sensors designed to detect, 
locate and alert police of 
gunfire in real time.

The data also showed 
25 firearms were seized in 
April, bringing the total to 
156 for the year to date end-
ing at the end of April.

The data also showed 
there were six arrests for 
weapons-related violations.

Additionally, the data 
showed there were 21 ag-
gravated assault cases with 
33 victims — 20 of whom 
suffered injuries — and 

Gunfire reports persist

Edgecombe board 
to work on budget

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

The Edgecombe County 
Board of Commissioners 
will hold a budget work ses-
sion at 10 a.m. Wednesday 
in the Carmon Auditorium 
of the County Administra-
tion Building at 201 St. An-
drew St. in Tarboro.

The county is working 
from a $78,784,048 current 
budget approved in June 
2020.

Commissioners are faced 
with funding additional 
expenses, including the 
operations of the former 
Edgecombe County Res-
cue Service, the addition of 
several positions — includ-
ing that of deputy county 
manager — and the replace-
ment of the former assis-
tant county manager with a 

longer-tenured department 
head.

Commissioners also are 
faced with coming up with 
a mechanism to increase 
pay for county employees, 
with the most public pres-
sure coming to increase the 
pay for employees of the 
sheriff’s office and deten-
tion center. There also is in-
creasing public pressure for 
commissioners to address 
conditions at the animal 
shelter.

One thing working in the 
county’s favor is a $9.98 mil-
lion windfall to be received 
as part of the federal gov-
ernment’s relief plan. While 
some restrictions are ex-
pected on the way the mon-
ey can be spent, it should 
offer some one-time relief.

Longtime kennel prepares to reopen
BY KELLEY DEAL

Special to the Telegram

For pet owners, being 
able to leave their four-
legged babies with some-
one they trust is a priority.

That is why one local 
small business has been so 
successful. Opened a few 
years ago as a brand new 
boarding facility for dogs, 
Red Oak Country Kennels 
is trusted by pet owners in 
Nash County and beyond.

When life events 
changed the course of own-
er Greta Small’s goals, she 
decided to sell the business 
in hopes that it would con-

tinue to operate under new 
ownership.

Local residents Brian 
Lamberson and Cindy Stan-
cavish stepped up to the 
challenge.

“I was a client of Red 
Oak Country Kennels,” 
Stancavish said. “When I 
heard they closed, I was 
so upset. Greta was phe-
nomenal at taking care of 
all the pets she kept. Like 
other pet owners, I was left 
wondering where I would 
be able to take my dog 
where he would be happy, 
have plenty of space and 
I would feel comfortable 
and confident knowing he 

was getting the love, care 
and attention he deserves. 
After finding out that Gre-
ta was selling, it just made 
sense.”

At Red Oak Country 
Kennels, pets have been 
spoiled in a comfortable, 
climate-controlled facili-
ty with individual indoor 
and outdoor runs, spa-
cious outdoor play areas, 
no limits on the amount of 
outside time and an indoor 
exercise area during bad 
weather.

Lamberson and Stancav-
ish will officially re-open 
the kennel for business on 
May 26, just in time for the 

Memorial Day holiday.
Small is committed to 

helping the new owners 
through the re-opening and 
will remain active in the 
business during the tran-
sition. Stancavish says the 
business will pick up right 
where it left off.

“We have a love for ani-
mals and for helping people 
and we are ready to put our 
entrepreneurial experience 
to work,” Stancavish said. 
“It takes a lot of trust for 
someone to leave their pet, 
a member of their family, in 
the care of someone else. 
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Cindy Stancavish stands with her dog Boone outside the kennels at Red Oak Country Kennels.

City’s new police chief outlines early plans
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Online viewers of the 
May 10 City Council work 
session got to see and hear 
from new Police Chief Rob-
ert Hassell.

The council every month 
views a presentation about 
crime data from Rocky 
Mount’s top cop and May 10 
was no different in terms of 
such standard procedure.

However, Hassell also 
fielded questions from 

C o u n c i l -
man Reu-
ben Black-
well about 
what is 
going to 
change, in 
terms of 
po l ic ing , 
with him 

as the leader of the police 
department.

Hassell said that in his 
first 30-90 days he wants to 
take the opportunity to get 
to know the people serving 

in sworn and non-sworn 
roles at the police depart-
ment.

Hassell said that over the 
next 60 days, maybe a bit 
more, he will be meeting 
with the key organizations, 
community groups and res-
idents throughout the city. 
Hassell noted he was going 
to be meeting the next day 
with representatives of the 
faith-based community.

“So through those meet-
ings with staff, through the 
meetings with these differ-

ent organizations and citi-
zens of our great city, I’ll be 
listening,” Hassell said. “I’ll 
be making notes of things 
that they feel are needs of 
our community that relates 
to crime and other con-
cerns that not necessarily 
may be crime.”

He said he is going to 
speak with the police de-
partment’s staff and de-
velop some strategies and 
maybe some initiatives.
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Gordon Reason removes a sign requesting customers 
to wear masks on Friday at Westridge Grill.See MASKS, A2
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