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BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City Council is going 
to come up with a plan of 
action in response to com-
plaints about poor local ser-
vice by the cable and inter-
net giant Suddenlink.

Councilman Andre 
Knight had the subject of 
Suddenlink added to Mon-
day evening’s council regu-
lar meeting agenda.

After the item was 
brought up near the end of 
the meeting, Councilman 
Reuben Blackwell said that 

this has been a persisting 
issue for him for a number 
of years.

“And it’s getting worse,” 
Blackwell said. “I don’t 
know what’s up with the 
current Suddenlink man-
agement, but their team 
seems to not be responsive 
at all to customer concerns. 
People are having to wait 
for weeks for service.”

Blackwell is the president 
and CEO of the Opportuni-
ties Industrialization Center, 
which seeks to help provide 
residents with employment 
training and health care.

“We’ve had several issues 
at OIC with people being 
inconsistent at Suddenlink 
about coming out and ser-
vicing, not taking responsi-
bility for things that they did, 
having service interrupted 
and dropped, according to 
whoever is around using de-
vices,” he said.

Blackwell said he has 
received a number of calls 
and complaints about Sud-
denlink, but he also made 
clear that he would like to 
hear other stories to get a 
complete picture of what is 
wrong.

Blackwell said clearly 
his point is that people are 
paying a lot of money for 
service and, with humor, 
he said a monthly cable bill 
from Suddenlink resembles 
a monthly property rental 
bill.

“But I think we deserve 
better service than this 

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

A Rocky Mount man with 
a history with law enforce-
ment was shot and killed 
Monday night and the Edge-
combe County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is investigating.

Stoshua Eugene Lynch, 
21, was found dead inside 
his vehicle when deputies 
arrived at the scene late 
Monday night near the inter-
section of Cokey Road and 
Fairview Avenue. A woman 
in Lynch’s vehicle received 
non-life-threatening gun-
shot wounds.

The call came in to 
Rocky Mount police about 
10:08 p.m. and was trans-
ferred to the Edgecombe 
County Sheriff’s Office as 
the location was in Edge-
combe County.

Cpl. J.T. Jones of the 
Edgecombe County Sher-
iff’s Office was in the area at 
the time of the shooting and 
stopped a vehicle occupied 
by two people of interest 
who were detained but later 
released.

Detectives are continuing 
to interview witnesses and 
collect surveillance video in 
an effort to develop a sus-
pect or suspects.

Anyone who may have 
been in this area about 
10 p.m. on Monday and 
seen anything is encouraged 
to call the sheriff’s office at 
252-641-7911.

Lynch was arrested by 
Rocky Mount police on Dec. 
26, 2019, when he confronted 
a man he had been charged 
with robbing the day before.

Deputies seek leads

Edgecombe school 
board settles lawsuit 

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

A long-standing lawsuit 
against the Edgecombe 
County Board of Education 
and several other parties 
connected to the school 
district has been settled 
for $190,000, Edgecombe 
County school board attor-
ney Deborah Stagner an-
nounced at Monday’s meet-
ing of the school board.

The settlement came 
about in response to the 
lawsuit “L.B. v. Edgecombe 
County Bd. of Educ. et al,” 
which was filed in Novem-
ber 2016.

A May 2016 field trip inci-
dent allegedly involving sex, 
drugs and alcohol led to the 
filing of the federal lawsuit 

against the school board 
and nine school district em-
ployees.

The original 37-page 
lawsuit alleged 12 caus-
es of action arising out of 
disciplinary actions taken 
against a female student for 
alleged sexual harassment 
by two male students during 
a field trip to Washington, 
D.C., on May 12, 2016.

The lawsuit further al-
leged that the school district 
violated Title IX regulations, 
the N.C. Whistleblower Act 
and other constitutional 
rights. It also accused the 
school district and some 
of its employees of negli-
gence, infliction of emo-
tional distress, defamation 

Council OKs transfer of monument
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

The City Council on 
Monday evening quickly 
approved transferring pos-
session of the since-taken-
down Confederate monu-
ment to the local Sons of 
Confederate Veterans and 
the local United Daughters 
of the Confederacy.

Councilman Andre 
Knight said “so moved” 
in making a motion just 
before Mayor Sandy Rob-
erson completed reading 
aloud the action recom-
mended by City Manager 
Rochelle Small-Toney.

Councilman Richard 
Joyner seconded Knight’s 
motion and the vote was 

unanimous.
A memorandum from 

Small-Toney to Roberson 
and the council said the 
Robert Henry Ricks Camp 
75 of the state Sons of Con-
federate Veterans and the 
Bethel Heroes 636 state di-
vision of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy 
asked the city to release 
the monument to their care 
and custody so they may 
preserve the monument at 
a location in Nash County.

The memorandum said 
the agreement with the city 
would call for transferring 
all rights and the title and 
interest to the SCV Camp 
75 and the UDC Bethel He-
roes on the condition they 
transport the monument to 

and re-erect the monument 
at the new site.

The memorandum also 
said the SCV Camp 75 and 
the UDC Bethel Heroes 
subsequently would main-
tain, preserve and protect 
the monument at their own 
cost.

Small-Toney in the mem-
orandum recommended 
the council vote for the 
terms.

The agenda includes a 
five-page document out-
lining those terms in more 
detail.

The document makes 
clear no monetary or other 
consideration is changing 
hands between the city and 
the SCV Camp 75 and UDC 
Bethel Heroes.

The document said both 
the SCV Camp 75 and the 
UDC Bethel Heroes may 
preserve and protect the 
monument at a location in 
the county at least 15 miles 
from the Rocky Mount city 
limits.

The document also 
makes clear the stored 
parts of the monument 
must be removed from city 
property and delivered to 
the new site within 120 
days of the effective date of 
the agreement or else the 
agreement will be voided.

The SCV is based in Co-
lumbia, Tenn., and is the 
oldest hereditary organiza-
tion for male descendants 
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Tarboro monument given to Fort Branch
BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

Tarboro’s Confeder-
ate monument has a new 
home.

The Tarboro Town Coun-
cil voted unanimously Mon-
day to place ownership of 
the monument, dedicated 
on the Town Common on 
Oct. 29, 1904, and removed 
on Sept. 5 amid nationwide 
civil unrest, in the hands of 
the Fort Branch Historical 
Society.

Fort Branch was one of 
three proposals submitted 
to the council but the only 
one considered as Mayor 
Pro Tem Othar Woodard, 
attending the meeting via 
telephone, quickly made 
the motion to award pos-
session of the monument 
to the 501(c)3 organization, 
which supports the Fort 
Branch Confederate Earth-
en Fort Civil War Site.

It was Woodard who 
made the motion to remove 
the monument from the 

Town Common.
Fort Branch overlooks 

the Roanoke River and is 
located two miles below 
Hamilton and 60 miles up-
river from Plymouth. It is 
about a 35-minute drive 
east of Tarboro.

In his written proposal 
to the council, Fort Branch 
Historical Society Presi-
dent Jimmy Braswell, who 
lives in Tarboro, wrote that 
his organization is focused 
on historical and archaeo-
logical preservation of Fort 

Branch.
“This organization has 

been focused on preserving 
the site for over 40 years,” 
Braswell wrote. “It has 
been entrusted with major 
artifacts from the time by 
the State of North Caroli-
na to include seven can-
nons that were recovered 
from the Roanoke River 
during 1972 and 1977. We 
are charged with care and 
maintenance and public 
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Traffic passes by what had been the site of the Confederate monument on Friday along Falls Road in front of 
Battle Park.
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The Suddenlink location at the Cobb Corners shopping 
center is shown here on Tuesday.
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Suddenlink says ‘no quick fix’ to 
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City vows action on Suddenlink complaints

One killed, 
one injured 
in shooting


