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Volunteer effort crafts surgical masks
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

Staff members at N.C. 
Wesleyan College are mobi-
lizing a local effort to make 
homemade surgical masks 
to help local providers pro-
tect against the COVID-19 
coronavirus.

Face and N95 masks are 
personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) used to protect 

wearers from airborne par-
ticles and liquids contami-
nating the face. Because of 
the coronavirus outbreak, 
these loose-fitting surgical 
masks are becoming scarc-
er due to the increased de-
mand.

The health care system 
has been overwhelmed this 
month, and PPE manufac-
turers are unable to keep 
up with demand.

However, there are a few 
people in the Rocky Mount 
area who are happy to lend 
their craft skills to cre-
ate masks for health care 
workers facing shortages 
amid the pandemic. Volun-
teers are forming groups 
far and wide with sewing 
machines and fabric, work-
ing to make as many masks 
as possible for hospitals in 
need of supplies.

Brittany Bass, director of 
the RN to BSN Program at 
N.C. Wesleyan, is hopeful 
that local seamstresses will 
be up for the challenge to 
help the unexpected need. 
Bass suspects that once 
word of the mask-making 
endeavor gets out, people 
with sewing skills or extra 
piles of fabric will be inun-

Coronavirus 
claims first 
lives in N.C.

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

With two COVID-19-re-
lated deaths now reported 
in North Carolina and a 
high-ranking state official 
diagnosed with the corona-
virus, Gov. Roy Cooper is 
hinting at a state lockdown 
and local officials are busy 
battling rumors about the 
situation here in the Twin 
Counties.

At a news conference 
Wednesday afternoon, Coo-
per announced that the first 
two deaths had occurred in 
the state.

According to a press re-
lease from the Governor’s 
Office, a person from Cabar-
rus County died on March 
24 from complications as-
sociated with the virus. The 
patient was in their late 70s 
and had several underlying 
medical conditions. A sec-
ond person in their 60s from 

Virginia who was traveling 
through North Carolina also 
died from COVID-19 com-
plications.

To protect the families’ 
privacy, no further informa-
tion about these patients 
will be released.

“We extend our deepest 
sympathies to the families 
and loved ones. This is a 
stark warning that for some 
people COVID-19 is a seri-
ous illness. All of us must do 
our part to stop the spread 
by staying at home as much 
as possible and practicing 
social distancing,” Cooper 
said.

Cooper also said that the 
state now is in mourning for 
these victims and the ones 
to come.

“It is with a heavy heart 
that I tell you that this will 
not be our last death,” he 
said.

No new cases in area

Free webinar to focus 
on small business aid

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

As the COVID-19 crisis 
intensifies and its econom-
ic impact widens, a free, 
live webinar to provide in-
formation from the Small 
Business Administration 
on resources available to 
affected businesses will be 
held online at 1 p.m. Friday.

The webinar is being 
sponsored by the N.E.W. 
Triad Region, comprised 
of the Small Business Cen-
ters at Nash, Edgecombe 
and Wilson community col-
leges in conjunction with 
the Nashville, Rocky Mount 
Area, Tarboro Edgecombe 
and Wilson chambers of 
commerce.

During the webinar, par-
ticipants will hear from Pat-
rick Rodriguez, SBA senior 
area manager for North Car-
olina, regarding the steps 
small business owners need 
to take to apply for an SBA 
Economic Injury Disaster 
Loan.

According to the SBA, 

the loan 
p r o g r a m 
p r o v i d e s 
low-inter-
est work-
ing capital 
loans to 
help small 
businesses, 
small agri-
cultural cooperatives and 
aquaculture small business-
es as well as most private, 
nonprofit organizations.

Loan proceeds assist el-
igible businesses and non-
profit groups to meet ongo-
ing expenses and necessary 
financial obligations that 
cannot be met as a direct 
result of the disaster as well 
as throughout the disaster 
recovery period.

The webinar is free, but 
preregistration is required 
by 10 a.m. Friday at https://
www.ncsbc.net/workshop.
aspx?ekey=350400052. A 
ZOOM webinar link will be 
provided to registrants to-
day and again on Friday to 
allow time to tune into the 
webinar.

Barbers, beauticians make final cuts
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Woodie Lewis on Wednes-
day morning was one of 
many in the Rocky Mount 
area getting a haircut.

That was because Gov. 
Roy Cooper on Monday or-
dered barber shops in North 
Carolina to close down by 
5 p.m. on Wednesday for the 
time being for health and 
safety reasons due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Lewis, 70, of Dortches, 
who served in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps from 1968 to 
1970, has been a longtime 
regular customer at Engle-
wood Barber Shop.

The business is in the 
northwestern part of the city 
and Lewis was getting a hair-
cut from Tommy Waters.

Lewis said he had heard 
on Tuesday about Cooper’s 
order and decided he had 
better go get a last haircut 
while he could.

Asked about his thoughts 
about the fact that Waters 
will not be able to cut hair 
for a while or at least for 
the time being, Lewis said, 
“Well, I just hope he makes 
it through it all right like all 
the rest of us.”

Lewis said he believes 
Waters does a good job and 
that he likes the atmosphere 
and the conversation at En-
glewood Barber Shop.

Asked whether he and 
others talk about all of the 

world’s problems, Lewis 
said, “Sometimes.”

Asked whether he and 
others solve them, Lewis 
said, “Well, not quite.”

Waters, 72, when asked 
what he thought of Coo-
per’s order, said, “Got to go 
with what he says. We have 
no choice.”

As for how Englewood 
Barber Shop will fare as a 
result of Cooper’s order, 
Waters said, “It ain’t going 
to be too good, because 
being self-employed, I don’t 

think I’m going to get no 
government money.”

Waters said he and his 
team saw an increase in 
business after Cooper is-
sued his order.

Water said he worked 
non-stop from 8 a.m. until 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, about 
an hour and a half longer 
than usual for that day.

Waters’ stepson and fel-
low barber, Chris Adams, 
49, said of Cooper’s order, 
“I think probably with what 
we do, the close proximity, 

I think it’s probably neces-
sary for a bit.”

Dennis Ramsingh, 48, 
who operates D’s Cutzz 
downtown, said his phone 
began ringing not long after 
Cooper’s order.

“It has been ringing since 
the report,” Ramsingh said.

Ramsingh does business 
by appointment and said 
even though he does not 
regularly open on Mon-
days, he did so on Monday.

Ramsingh estimates 
he worked until probably 
8 p.m. or 9 p.m. on Monday 
and from probably 9 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. on Tuesday.

On Wednesday morning, 
Ramsingh began giving a 
haircut to Erwin Birth, 54, 
of Rocky Mount.

Birth is employed as a ma-
chine operator at the Bridge-
stone Americas tire plant in 
Wilson. The plant shut down 
over the weekend and is ex-
pected to resume operations 
by April 12.

Asked his feelings about 
having been sent home, 
Birth said, “Well, I’m glad to 
have the break, but I would 
rather be at work. There’s 
more money working than 
it is having a break.”

Birth, who has worked at 
the plant for about 15 years, 
said he filed an unemploy-
ment claim with the state.

Birth also said a daughter 
of his is a roughly 10-year 
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NOTE TO READERS
We have reduced today’s paper to eight pages in response to swift 
and dramatic challenges heaped upon us all by the economic down-
turn caused by the coronavirus pandemic. Further changes are likely 
as we manage what we hope are temporary difficulties. All changes 
are intended to ensure the longterm production of this newspaper and 
livelihood of our employees, and our intention is to return to normal 
operations as soon as possible. While the paper is smaller, we will 
continue to report essential news and information in print and online. 
Please continue to visit rockymounttelegram.com for developments 
about the virus and other news.
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Woodie Lewis on Wednesday receives a haircut from Tommy Waters at Englewood Barber Shop in the hours 
prior to the deadline for Gov. Roy Cooper’s order that all barber shops in North Carolina close as a result of the 
coronavirus. Below, Erwin Birth receives a haircut from Dennis Ramsingh at D’s Cutzz.

See HAIRCUTS, A4


