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Sheriff’s office begins mental health initiative
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The Nash County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in collaboration with Integrat-
ed Family Services PLLC recently 
unveiled a new Co-Responder 
Outreach Specialist program, the 
first of its kind in the state.

The Co-Responder Outreach 
Specialist program is a criminal 
justice diversion model in which 
Nash County Sheriff’s Office per-
sonnel are paired with mental 

health professionals with the goal 
to intervene and respond to assist 
people who fall outside of normal 
criminal actions.

“We were looking at new ways 
to interact with the community 
and an opportunity came forward 
through Trillium, which is the 
mental health care organization in 
the area,” Nash County Chief Dep-
uty Brandon Medina said. “They 
had indicated that there were 
some grant funds available, so we 
applied for those.”

Coordinating with Trillium’s In-
tegrated Family Services allows 
deputies to have access to anoth-
er resource when dealing with 
people who have mental health 
issues, developmental disabilities, 
drug problems or traumatic brain 
injuries that interfere with their 
ability to think clearly for them-
selves, Medina said.

The Co-Responder Outreach 
Specialist model involves a qual-
ified mental health professional 
being embedded in the sheriff’s of-

fice. These individuals will co-re-
spond to community locations 
after being dispatched by officers.

“As long as people are nonvi-
olent when the deputies get to 
the scene and the situation falls 
into one of those four categories, 
we can contact Integrated Fam-
ily Services. A qualified mental 
health professional will go to the 
scene and get consent from the in-
dividuals before treatment. They 
will do an assessment and evalu-
ate the needs before directing the 

patients to the proper agencies or 
resources,” Medina said.

The planning at the end of the 
encounter depends on several 
unique factors, and outcomes can 
range from leaving the individual 
with necessary resources, provid-
ing education about the behavior-
al health system, transporting the 
individual to a hospital or walk-in 
clinic or providing support and re-
sources for family members and 

Virus cases 
still surging 
across state

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

An increasing number 
of people being diagnosed 
with COVID-19 continue to 
affect the nation’s health 
care system.

In North Carolina, data 
reported on the state’s 
COVID-19 Dashboard 
shows the number of daily 
cases reported bottomed 
out at 55 on June 26. That 
was the lowest daily total 
since 50 cases were report-
ed on March 24, 2020.

After reaching 7,020 
cases on Aug. 19, the daily 
count has been on a general-
ly downward slide as more 
and more people get vacci-
nated, although there are 
days when numbers once 

again jump — like Wednes-
day, when the number of 
cases jumped to 6,130 from 
4,623 the day before.

In eastern North Caroli-
na, Vidant Health System 
— with hospitals in nine 
communities — has not 
been affected like some cit-
ed in news reports where 
patients are being turned 
away because of a lack of 
beds.

As of Wednesday morn-
ing, Vidant had 158 patients 
with COVID-19, said Brian 
Wudkwych, Vidant’s man-
ager of public relations. Of 
those 158, 45 are in inten-
sive care and 26 require ven-
tilators.

Wudkwych said about 90 

Hospitals feel impact

Officers seek driver 
who fled traffic stop

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

After a high-speed chase, 
a single-car wreck and a 
manhunt involving multiple 
law enforcement agencies, 
the owner of a Lexus is still 
on the run but his car has 
been seized under the state’s 
“Run and You’re Done” law.

The incident occurred 
about 8:30 p.m. Thursday. 
State Highway Patrol troop-
ers tried to stop a white Lex-
us speeding west on U.S. 64 
toward Nashville, according 
to a statement from Sgt. 
Vick of the State Highway 
Patrol. Instead of stopping 
for law enforcement offi-
cers, the driver fled to elude 
the traffic stop.

The Lexus ended up off 
the road in a grassy area 
near the intersection of Old 
Carriage Road and U.S. 64. 

Vick said the driver of the 
car, who was the only occu-
pant, fled the scene into the 
nearby wooded area. The 
area was blocked off as a 
crime scene while law en-
forcement officers searched 
for the driver.

Members of the Nashville 
Police Department and the 
Nash County Sheriff’s Of-
fice raced to the scene and 
joined the search. More than 
a dozen vehicles responded 
to the scene.

“We are grateful for the 
good relationships we have 
with our partner agencies 
who come to our aid,” Vick 
said.

After a lengthy search 
involving multiple agencies 
and K-9 officers, the driver 
was not located.

Vick said the vehicle, 

United Way launches annual campaign
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

The United Way Tar Riv-
er Region celebrated its 
upcoming 70th anniversary 
with its 2021 United Way 
Campaign Kick-Off and Car 
Giveaway on Thursday at 
Davenport Autopark.

All United Way donors 
who contributed at least 
$100 were entered into a 
drawing to win a free lease 

on a 2021 Honda Accord. 
Cummins Rocky Mount 
Engine Plant retiree Loret-
ta Woodard was the winner 
and took home the Accord 
on a lease for one year or 
12,000 miles.

Donations are critical 
to supporting and sustain-
ing the many programs 
provided by the 24 United 
Way Community partners, 
campaign Co-Chairwoman 
Jackie Lewis said.

“There were over 5,720 
youth and families who 
were impacted by United 
Way programs that encour-
aged lifelong success,” she 
said. “Through United Way 
programs, there were 2,232 
people in our communi-
ty that received services 
geared toward improving 
their physical and mental 
well-being. Also through 
United Way programs, 
52,591 lives were given 

hope and tools to live in-
dependently. Our success 
could not have happened 
without the support of 
many of you.”

United Way Tar Riv-
er Region Executive Di-
rector Ginny Mohrbutter 
said United Way donors 
have the opportunity to be 
part of something bigger 
than themselves and to be 
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State official honors city’s fire department
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

State Insurance Commis-
sioner Mike Causey more 
than 11 months ago ap-
peared in the Rocky Mount 
City Council chamber to 
recognize the fire depart-
ment for being in an elite 
category in the Tar Heel 
State and in the nation.

During the Aug. 23 coun-
cil regular meeting, Causey, 
who also is the state fire 
marshal, presented the fire 
department with an award 
recognizing the department 
for having turned 125 years 
old.

Earlier during the coun-
cil meeting, City Manager 

Rochelle Small-Toney, as 
part of her routine commu-
nity update, expressed ap-
preciation to members of 
the department’s Swiftwa-
ter Emergency Response 
Team, which recently as-
sisted in response to the 
flooding, loss of life and 
property in the western 
part of the state resulting 
from Tropical Storm Fred.

Small-Toney said the 
team was deployed for four 
days at the state Emergen-
cy Management Western 
Branch Office in Conover 
before returning on Aug. 
22.

Causey, moments before 
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State Insurance Commissioner Mike Causey, left, 
presents an award to city Fire Chief Corey Mercer, 
center, recognizing the fire department’s 125-year 
anniversary on Aug. 23 at City Hall.
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Davenport Autopark President Neill Nelson hands Loretta Woodard the keys to a 2021 Honda Accord she won a 
year’s lease on during the United Way Campaign Kick-Off and Car Giveaway on Thursday at Davenport Autopark.
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