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Developer calls for city manager’s resignation
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A developer earlier this week 
called for the City of Rocky 
Mount’s top day-to-day executive 
to step aside or for the City Coun-
cil to fire her.

Troy Davis approached the 
speaker’s podium during the pub-
lic input phase of Monday eve-
ning’s council regular meeting and 
soon began criticizing City Man-
ager Rochelle Small-Toney. Davis’ 

remarks prompt-
ed rebuttals from 
Small-Toney and 
Councilman An-
dre Knight.

Davis early in 
his remarks made 
clear he was kind 
of shocked to 
hear vacancies in 

city employee positions continue 
to be blamed on the effects of the 
spread of the coronavirus.

Earlier during the council meet-

ing, Small-Toney told the viewing 
audience of 10 open positions in 
the municipal solid waste collec-
tion operation.

Davis said he believes that 
the issue of the shortage of em-
ployees was ongoing long before 
COVID-19 and that the municipal 
Environmental Services Divi-
sion in particular has been facing 
shortages of workers.

Davis made clear he believes 
spending a lot of money on a temp 
agency to hire people to do sanita-

tion work for now is “absurd” and 
“ridiculous.”

“I think we need to take a deep 
look at the amount of jobs we 
have available,” he said. “There 
is no reason why the citizens of 
Rocky Mount aren’t allowed to 
apply for those jobs without inter-
ference from the city manager. I 
think that we need to kind of let 
HR (the Department of Human 
Resources) do its job. There is hu-
man resources for a reason.

“We just need to stand up and 

stop catering to someone that is 
ruining our city,” he added.

Davis also noted one of the two 
assistant city manager positions 
was vacant and referred to Small-
Toney in 2018 having unsuccess-
fully tried to secure approval from 
the previous council to budget a 
third assistant city manager posi-
tion.

Davis, prefacing with the pre-
amble to the Constitution, “We the 

Firm offers 
Suddenlink 
alternative

BY JOHN H. WALKER

Staff Writer

TARBORO — Years of 
frustration over the lack of 
customer service — real or 
perceived — from Sudden-
link has led Tarboro town 
staff members to seek out 
an alternative.

And Monday night, 
members of the town 
council heard a presen-
tation from Jeremy Rich, 
president and CEO of 
Snow Hill-based Infini-
tyLink Communications, 
on how his 7-year-old com-

Tarboro mulls option

Nash deputies catch 
fugitive at his home

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

The Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office went all out 
Wednesday to capture a 
wanted fugitive who had 
eluded arrest on two previ-
ous occasions.

Brooks Michael Driver, 
47, was awakened Wednes-
day afternoon to the sight 
of a contingent of law 
enforcement officers sur-
rounding his home on the 
8400 block of Driver Road 
in Nash County.

After several hours of 
effort by members of the 
Nash County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, including representa-
tives of the Nash County 
Special Response Team, 
Narcotics Unit, criminal 
investigators, patrol depu-
ties and the K-9 unit, Driv-
er was arrested without in-
cident and transported to 
the Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office.

The effort may seem ex-
cessive at first glance, but 
Driver already had eluded 
the Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office on at least two re-
cent occasions, including 
one incident Friday when 
deputies were seen to 
be chasing a while male 

suspect on 
U.S. 264 
near Brant-
ley Road.

O n 
W e d n e s -
day, the 
N a s h 
C o u n t y 
S h e r i f f ’ s 
Office caught up to him.

In a Facebook post 
Wednesday, Nash Coun-
ty Chief Deputy Brandon 
Medina expressed jubila-
tion over the capture of 
Driver, who was a known 
absconder with a long re-
cord of criminal activity in 
multiple counties.

“Wanted individuals 
think they can evade the 
Nash County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, and on occasion, they 
do for a few moments,” 
Medina said in the post. 
“We like for them to think 
they were able to get away 
and get comfortable wher-
ever they lay their head. 
Then a knock on the door 
occurs, and the home the 
individual is trying to lay 
low in is surrounded by 
the Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office.”

Medina said that Driver 

Tulloss appointed to state ports board
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

A local insurance agent 
who long served on the 
state Transportation 
Board is now on the state 
Ports Authority Board.

Gus Tulloss is part of 
a group responsible for 
staying informed about 
world trade and econom-
ic trends and develop-
ments and making deci-
sions about operations of 
the ports in the Tar Heel 
State.

State House Speaker 
Tim Moore, R-Cleveland, 
via a news release on 
Wednesday announced 
Tulloss being appointed 
to his new position.

Tulloss succeeded Tom 
Adams of Brunswick 
County, who had been on 
the Ports Authority Board 
since 2014.

The Ports Authority 
Board meets roughly half 
a dozen times a year. Six 
of the board members are 
appointed by the gover-
nor, four are appointed 
by the General Assembly 
and one is filled by the 
state transportation sec-

retary.
T h e 

Telegram 
on Aug. 20 
r e p o r t e d 
that state 
T r a n s -
portation 
S e c r e -
tary Eric 

Boyette announced 
Tulloss would be moving 
to a new position on the 
Ports Authority Board. 
That announcement came 
during a ceremony at 
Nash Community College 
naming the Sunset Ave-
nue bridge over Wesley-
an Boulevard in honor of 
Tulloss.

Boyette afterward 
told the newspaper that 
Tulloss’ nomination was 
already on the nomina-
tion agenda for Moore.

According to the Ports 
Authority website, North 
Carolina’s ports in Wilm-
ington and Morehead 
City, along with an inland 
terminal at Charlotte, link 
the state’s consumers, 
businesses and industries 
to world markets and 
serve as magnets to at-
tract new businesses and 

industries to the state.
The website said ac-

tivities at the ports con-
tribute statewide to more 
than 87,700 jobs and $678 
million each year in state 
and local tax revenues.

Tulloss served on the 
Transportation Board 
from 2008 until his retire-
ment in 2020. Tulloss rep-
resented state Transpor-
tation Division 4, which 
includes Edgecombe and 
Nash counties.

The Telegram on March 
24 reported that the City 
of Rocky Mount and the 
Rocky Mount Area Cham-
ber of Commerce were 
calling for having the Sun-
set bridge named to rec-
ognize Tulloss. The City 
Council on March 9 had 
quickly and unanimously 
approved a resolution re-
questing the state Trans-
portation Department put 
the signage in place.

Tulloss, while serving 
on the transportation 
board, was able to secure 
more than $300 million 
for upgrading bridges 
and highways when and 
where needed in the area.

Those dollars included 

funding for projects to 
upgrade the Sunset inter-
change at Wesleyan and 
upgrade Wesleyan from 
May Drive to just south of 
Benvenue Road.

Tulloss also was instru-
mental in working with 
the state Commerce De-
partment and the Rocky 
Mount-based Carolinas 
Gateway Partnership to 
secure the future CSX in-
termodal facility.

The facility has been 
taking shape on the Edge-
combe County side of the 
Edgecombe County-Nash 
County line across U.S. 
301 from N.C. Wesleyan 
College. A state transpor-
tation spokeswoman told 
the Telegram the plan is 
for a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony the middle of next 
month.

Tulloss also worked 
with the Chamber to se-
cure support to have the 
state Division of Motor 
Vehicles headquarters 
relocated from Raleigh 
to the former Hardee’s 
corporate headquarters 
along Church Street just 
on the north side of the 
interchange with U.S. 64.
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Nash County Chief Deputy Brandon Medina, left, hands out food on Tuesday during the sheriff’s office’s Hot Dogs 
and Kids event at the South Rocky Mount Community Center.
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