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Authorities capture escapee from county jail
BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

An inmate escaped Wednesday 
from the Nash County Detention 
Center but was soon captured by 
law enforcement officers.

Mark Barlow, who was working 
as a trustee at the jail, was tasked 
about 11:07 a.m. with taking trash 
to the jail’s dumpster. Barlow, 
who was wearing his assigned 
green jumpsuit, decided to take 
the opportunity to escape after he 

dropped off the 
trash, according 
to a statement 
from the Nash 
County Sheriff’s 
Office.

D e p u t i e s 
quickly respond-
ed and with help 
from the Nash-

ville Police Department, the Edge-
combe County Sheriff’s Office 
and the State Highway Patrol, es-
tablished a perimeter around the 

detention center as they searched 
for the inmate.

About 11:29 a.m., roughly 22 
minutes after his escape, Barlow 
was located on Cedar Street in 
Nashville, where he was attempt-
ing to hide from law enforcement 
officers. He was found within a 
few blocks of the detention center 
and taken into custody without 
incident.

He was returned to the deten-
tion center and will face addition-
al charges related to his escape.

Trustee inmates are usually in-
mates with non-violent charges 
such as driving with no license, 
failure to comply with a court 
order and other non-violent mis-
demeanors. Barlow’s criminal 
history met the minimum recom-
mended requirements to serve 
as a trustee inmate, Nash County 
Sheriff Office officials said in the 
statement.

Barlow was arrested on Oct. 5 
for driving while license revoked, 
failure to comply and hit-and-run. 

Prior to his escape attempt, he 
was being held under a $12,000 se-
cured bond. That amount may in-
crease as more charges are added.

The Nash County Sheriff’s Of-
fice thanked the other agencies 
that aided in the expedited cap-
ture of the inmate.

“Thank you to all participating 
agencies that assisted in locating 
and bringing the inmate back to 
the detention center,” the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office posted in a 
statement on Facebook.

Virus cases 
keep falling 
across area

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

New local COVID cas-
es decreased dramatically 
over the past week, Twin 
Counties health directors 
reported this week.

Nash County Health Di-
rector Bill Hill said Tues-
day during a meeting of 
the Nash County COVID 
Response Team that 130 
new cases of COVID were 
reported over the past week 
in Nash County. That num-
ber is a marked decrease 
from the 215 cases reported 
last Tuesday.

“These numbers are 
steadily going down,” Hill 
said. “We are continuing to 
move in the right direction. 
I am pleased to report that 
we are on a decline.”

Hill noted that a little 
over a month ago, on Sept. 
14, Nash County reported 
490 cases in one week. Af-

ter that peak in the most 
recent surge, the number 
of new COVID cases have 
steadily declined with this 
week’s numbers dropping 
below 200 for the first time 
in many weeks.

Edgecombe County also 
reported significantly fewer 
new virus cases this week. 
Edgecombe County health 
officials reported Wednes-
day a cumulative total of 
7,848 cases of COVID. That 
is 77 cases higher than the 
number reported the week 
before.

By comparison, Edge-
combe County reported 
111 new positive cases of 
COVID last week.

Both counties report-
ed significant changes in 
the COVID death tolls this 
week.

Hill had bad news 
to report as five new 

More deaths reported

Nash board to select 
new county manager

BY AMELIA HARPER

Staff Writer

Nash County commis-
sioners are expected to an-
nounce their choice as the 
next Nash County manager 
next week, Board of Com-
missioners Chairman Rob-
bie Davis said in a recent 
interview.

The commissioners have 
been hard at work consid-
ering their options, with 
closed meetings held three 
days last week as they inter-
viewed five in-house candi-
dates.

“We feel like we have 
a lot of talent here on the 
county staff, and we have 

decided that we are not go-
ing outside the county. We 
are going to promote from 
within,” Davis said in an in-
terview Monday. “I am a big 
advocate of promoting from 
within.”

County commissioners 
have not publicly posted 
all of the requirements for 
a new county manager. 
However, Davis said they 
are looking for a candidate 
with a master’s degree and 
at least 10 years’ experience 
working in local govern-
ment.

Five Nash County em-
ployees have applied for 

Food pantry honors shelter supporter
BY PAIGE MINSHEW

Telegram Correspondent

Grace Nelms Batchelor 
was always known as a vir-
tuous woman.

After working more than 
40 years as a certified med-
ical assistant, she went on 
to volunteer around Nash 
County. Her loving spirit 
and concern for others led 
her to My Sister’s House of 
North Carolina.

She passed away in May 
at 93.

Ken Batchelor, her 
youngest son, donated 
funds to My Sister’s House 

earlier this year. The deci-
sion was made by the orga-
nization to use the funds to 
establish a food pantry in 
honor of his mother.

“The more I’ve learned 
about the work that My Sis-
ter’s House is doing in the 
community, the more im-
pressed I am with the orga-
nization and its mission,” he 
said. “My donation is just a 
small token of appreciation 
for the good work they’re 
doing and for my mother’s 
commitment to it.”

Emily Lemus, execu-
tive director of My Sister’s 
House, said Grace Batche-

lor was a longtime support-
er of the organization.

“She was an example of 
compassion and heartfelt 
giving. We are grateful to 
her family for sponsoring 
our food pantry in her mem-
ory and continue her legacy 
of giving to those in need,” 
Lemus said. “We hope by 
displaying a plaque in our 
lobby honoring her memo-
ry others will take note and 
consider doing something 
similar. We rely on generous 
hearts like Grace and her 
family to provide our clients 
safety in their time of crisis.”

Ken Batchelor said his 

mother was a firm believer 
in the good work that My 
Sister’s House provides to 
the community.

“She had no personal 
experience with domestic 
abuse, but she felt pas-
sionately about providing 
unfortunate women and 
children a safe place when 
their lives were turned up-
side down,” he said. “She 
wanted to help provide a 
little relief. Even though 
the support is temporary, 
a little bit of a lifeline can 
go a long way. My mother 
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Mary Ann Avery, director of operations at My Sister’s House, stands inside the new food pantry dedicated to 
Grace Nelms Batchelor, a longtime supporter of the women’s shelter.

BARLOW

Crime in city continues downward trend
BY WILLIAM F. WEST

Staff Writer

Crime in Rocky Mount 
was down last month com-
pared to September 2020.

That is according to the 
latest monthly data that 
Police Chief Robert Hassell 
provided to the City Coun-
cil for the council’s Oct. 11 
work session.

Hassell noted to the 
council that both crimes 
against properties and vio-

lent crimes 
have been 
decreasing 
for rough-
ly the 
past three 
to four 
m o n t h s , 
which is a 
good sign.

“Hopefully we can con-
tinue to see that trend,” 
Hassell said.

The crime report showed 
there were 152 instances 

of crimes last month com-
pared to 221 in September 
2020, which was a 31 per-
cent decrease.

The report showed there 
were 106 instances of vio-
lent crimes last month com-
pared to 148 in September 
2020, which was a 28 per-
cent decrease.

The report also showed 
there were 46 instances of 
crimes against properties 
last month compared to 73 
in September 2020, which 

was a 37 percent decrease.
What was key to the de-

crease in violent crimes 
was the decrease in in-
stances of aggravated as-
saults.

The crime report showed 
there were 37 instances of 
aggravated assaults last 
month compared to 64 in 
September 2020, which 
was a 42 percent decrease.

What was key to the 
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